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BEING THE SUBSTANCE 


TWO SERMONS, 


PREACHE D, 


' 
| The one after the ORDIX ATION of Mr EBEXEZZER 
Brown, at Inverbeitbing; and the other, after F 1] 


| | vacramental Oecaſion at V Birburn. 5 

| | To which are now added, 

| a 5ERMON os RELIGIOUS $STEDFASTNESS, 
Preached at Bathgate, on the Monday after the Cele- 
bration of the Loxp's Surrgs there, Aug. 22. 17683 
ö e his DYING ADVICES, _ 5 EY 


By JOnuNn BROWN, 


LATE MINISTER oF THE GOSPEL AT HADDINGTON. 
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THE EVIL or NEGLECTING TO RAISE UP SPI- 
RITUAL CHILDREN 10 CHRIST. 15 


Dave. xxv. 5 —10. 


5. if wakes dwell logether; and one of them ah and 
have no child, the wife of the dead ſhall not marry 
without unto a ſtranger: her huſband's brother ſhall go 
in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform 
the duty of an huſband's brother unto her. 

6. And it ſhall be, that the firſt born which ſhe beareth, 
ſhall ſucceed in the name of his brother which is dead, 

that his name be not put out of Iſrael. 

7. And if the man like not to take his brother s wiſe, chen 
let his brother's wife go up to the gate unto the elders, 

and ſay, My huſband's brother refuſeth to raiſe up unto 

bis brother a name in Iſrael, he will not perform the 
duty of my huſband's brother, 

8. Then the elders of his city ſhall call him, and ſpeak 
unto him: and if he land to it, and ſay, 1 like not to 
take her: | 

9. Then ſhall his brother's wife come unto him in the pre- | 
ſence of the elders, and looſe his ſhoe from off his foot, 
and ſpit in his face, and ſhall anſwer and ſay, So ſhall i it 
be done unto that man that wil " build up his bro- 
ther's houſe... 

10. And his name ſhall be caltes't in lla, The houſe of 
. that hath his ſhoe looſes. 


H E law which I have now read, 0 its pri- 
mary and literal ſenſe, reſpected only the 
Jewiſh nation as the peculiar people of God upon 


earth. But that people being typical, theſe things 


mentioned in the text were an allegory and ſhadow 
of good things to come; but THE BODY, the ſubſtan- 
tial and anti-typical meaning, Is OF CHRIST, Col ii. 
b © | 17. 
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17. Heb. x. 1. Whatever things were written afore- 


time were written for our learning, Rom. xv. 4. 
Jeſus Chriſt, our glorious Elder Brother, died, and 
went to his father, leaving his New-Teſtament 
church A wipo v deprived of his bodily preſence, — 

and CHILDLESsS, without any remarkable increaſe to 
God. He had comparatively laboured in vain and 
ipent his ſtrength for nought. Iſrael was not gather- 


ed. He was deſpiſed and rejected of men, Iſa. xlix. 


4. and liti..3, He came to his own, and his own 
received him not, John i. 1 1, Often he would have 
gathered them, as 2 hen gathereth her chickens un- 


der her wings, and they would not, Mat. xxili. 37. 


It therefore becomes his profeſſed younger brethren, 
particularly Chriſtian parents, maſters, and mini- 
ters, in their holding fellowſhip with his church, 


to exert themſelves, to the uttermoſt, for raifing up a 


jpiritual feed to him, who may bear his name, and 
thew forth his praiſe from generation to generation. 


If they refuſe or neglect this work, God thall fear- 
fully mark and puniſh them with. ererlall by and 


av fat ſhame and contempt. 

In handling this AL Ax MING and MOST NECESSARY 
ſubject, I ſhall, as the Lord enableth, ſhew, (1.) How 
we who arolels to be the younger brethren of Jeſus 


Chriſt, ought to attempt raiſing up ſpiritual children 


to him? (2.) Why we ought to labour ſo earneſtly 
in this work? (3.) What ſhame and contempt a- 


wait thoſe profefled Chriſtians, who refuſe or neglect 


to raiſe up ſpiritual children to Jeſus Chriſt ? (4.) 
Why ſuch neglect or refuſal is ſo fearfully puniſhed. 

Let us, FI RS r, inquire, How WE, particularly pa- 
rents, maſters, and miniſters, or even neighbours, 


oOUGHT TO EXERT OURSELVES IN RAISING UP 
| SPIRIT UAL. CHILDREN TO OUR ELDER BROTHER 


JesVs CHRIST. If God hath made us parents, it 
is that our children may be his Were and reward. 
Pal. 


Spiritual Children to ChRIsT, * 5 
Pfal. cxxvii. 3. If he hath given us ſervants, it is 
that we may train them up for him, and command 
them to keep his ways, Joſh. xxiv. 15, Gen. xvii. 
19. - If he hath given us congregations, it is that we 
may labour to ſave them that hear us, and may feed 
them as the flock of God, directing and aſſiſting them 
to-come to, obey, and faithfully tollow Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the chief Shepherd—and Biſhop of ſouls, 
I Tim. iv. 16. Acts xx. 28. 1 Pet. v. 2. and ii. 25. 
If he has given us inferiors or other neighbours, it is 
that we, in our reſpective ſtations, may labour to win 
their ſouls to the Redeemer.. Let therefore none of 
us, like Cain, aſk, Au I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER ? 
Gen. iv. 9. But by making ſure our own calling and 
election, by habitual fervent prayer, —by the moſt 


_ earneſt inſtruction in the truths,—and information 


concerning the providences of God by the moſt 
affectionate excitement, —and by the moſt gaining 
example, let us labour to bring them into the family 
of Chriſt. 

1. In order to raiſe up ſoiritusl children to Jeſus 
Chriſt, we ought to make ſure our own ſaving in- 
tereſt in him and his new covenant. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
We muſt enter in at the STRAIT GATE, Luke 
Xili, 24. We muſt be BORN AGAIN, have an abi- 
ding habit of grace divinely created or implanted in 
our ſoul, John ili. 3. 5. 7. We muſt chooſe that ONE 
THING NEEDFUL, that GOOD PART which ſhall ne- 


ver be taken from us, Luke x. 42.—AND GIVE ALL 


DILIGENCE TO MAKE OUR CALLING AND E- 


{ LECTION SURE, 2 Pet. i. 10. All our proper 


furniture for, and labour and ſucceſs in, winning 
ſouls to Chriſt, much depend on our- being firſt 
ROOTED AND GROUNDED- IN HIM, ourſelves, — 

MARRIED TO HIM, that we may bring forth fruit 
unto God,—CREATED IN HIM -unto good works, 


Col, ii. 6, £ Rom. vii. 4. Eph. ji. 10. God's ever- 
44.3 laſting 


33 The Evil of e to rai viſe up 


q laſting covenant, to be a God to us and to our feed af- 
| ter us, is firſt in order eſtabliſhed with ourſelves, Gen. 
xvii. 7. 8. If. xliv. 1.— 5. and lix. 21. It is the 
CHILDREN OF HIS SERVANTS, whom he eſtabliſh» 
eth, and to whom he ſhews his glory, and promiſeth 
to continue his word, Pfal. cii. 28. and xc. 16. Iſa. 
I x. 21. It is they he hath promiſed to make noble 
princes in the earth, Pſal. xlv. 16,—Chriſt muſt Ar- 
PEAR unto us, in order to make us proper MINJ= C 
| STERS Or WITNESSES for him, and inſtrumental in 2 
' opening blind eyes, and turning our children, ſervants, : 
or hearers, from darkneſs to light, and from the | 
4 
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power of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 17. 18. By call 
ing, us by his grace and revealing his Son in us,*God 
| muſt qualify us to preach him among the Gentiles, 
Sal. i. 15. 16. Without our believing the truths of 
5 the goſpel, upon God's own teſtimony, with our 
heart, unto falvation, how can we candidly or ear- 
neſtly ſpeak them unto-others ? 2 Cor. iv. 13.— 
Without firſt hearing that our ſouls may live, - ſeeing 
with our eyes, looking upon, taſting and handling the 
| word of life, how can we declare and ſhew it. unte 
|  - others, that they may have joint fellowſhip with' us, 
| and with the Father, and his Son Jeſus. Chriſt ?- 
I John i. 1.—3. Without a deep fenſe of the incon- 
" 'eeivable value and importance of our own ſoul, how 
can we have any proper-concern for the eternal falva- 
tion of other men's ſouls? Matth. xvi. 26. 2 Cor. v. 1. 
Without the true knowledge, faith, and feeling, of the 
dteadful, defiling, and damning nature of fin, we 
can never: be⸗ in earneſt to pull others out ef the 
fire, hating even the garments ſpotted by the fleſh, 
Jude 23. While we continue natural men, Who | 
B . the things of the Spirit of God, and can- 
135 not know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
ee, how can we have ſkill to manifeſt the truths of 
mW God to. ak men's conſelence.—ar to ſet Jeſus 
3 ä ä . Chriſt: 
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Chriſt evidently. before them,—or to win ſouls to 


him ? 1 Cor. ii. 14. 2 Cor. iv. 2. Gal. iii. 1. While 
we continue under the curſe of the law, which is 
the sTREN GTH OF $S1N,—and under the reigning 
power of a carnal mind, enmity againſt God—a 
heart.deceitful above all things, and deſperately wic- 
ked, how can we have any inclination to, or pleaſure 


in any thing, whieh tends to the honour of Chriſt, 


or the welfare of ſouls? 1 Cor. xv. 56, Rom. viii. 


7. 8. Jer. xvii. 9. While we continue ignorant of, 


and enemies to Jeſus Chriſt, and his Father, and the . 
bleſſed Spirit of grace, all our Chriſtian- like inſtruc- 


tions, admonitions, prayers, and examples, are but 


mere diſſimulation, all accurſed of God. How then 
can they proſper? If our perſons continue under 
God's curſe, how can we in faith pray, or Expect that 
he will eſtabliſh the work of our hands !—Thrice | 
dreadful !—What an infinite hazard we have to run, 
if, under a goſpel-diſpenſation, we have commenced 


parents, maſters, and eſpecially miniſters, without 


being firſt united to Jeſus Chriſt, begotten again, and 
born from above, to a lively hope, through his re- 
ſurrection from the dead What an uncommon 
ſtretch of God's Almighty power, and infinite grace, 


is neceſſary to convert thoſe graceleſs heads of fa- 


milies who have got their hearts ſtuffed with the 


cares of this life, and fortified againſt Chriſt by che 


ſtrengthened luſts of their fleſh and mind. What 
a ftill more amazing ſtretch of God's power and 
grace is neceſſary to convert the graceleſs miniſter, 
whoſe philoſophical ſtudy of goſpel-truths, and light 
dealing in holy things of everlaſting and infinite im- 


portance, have rendered his conſcience ſeared as with 
an hot iron! Perhaps no miracle on earth ever ex- 


ceeded that of making a “ great company of prieſts 
«obedient to the faith, Acts vi. 7. 
2, In order to rails. up rita children to Chriſt, 
| "WS 
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pearances of zeal and earneſtnels,. 
zing diligence, labours, and — in the ſervice 
of Chriſt, may but originate from, and be promo- 


| 8 The Evil 1f neglecting to raiſe up 
we ought habitually to exerciſe ourſelves in EFFEC- 


TUAL FERVENT PRAYER, that God would qualify us 


for this work, affiſt and ſucceed us and others in it. 


Without this; we can have no true evidence of our 
ſingleneſs or faithfulneſs in it: the moſt ſhining ap- 


ted by our pride, covetouſneſs, or enthuſiaſtic delu- 


ſion.— God hath indeed made many exceeding great 

and precious promiſes of raiſing up and qualifyin 
- a ſeed to honour and ſerve our Lord Jeſus Chriſt z 
but for all theſe things he muſt BE mavirED os by 
us, that he may do them for us, Ezek. xxxvi. 379, We 


muſt aſk, and it ſhall be given us; ſeek, and we ſhall 
find, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto us; Matth. 


vii. 7. For if we, being evil, know how to give 


good pifts unto our children, how much more ſhall 


our heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to them 


that aſk him, — pour out his Spirit on our ſeed, and 


his bleſſing on our offspring? Luke xi. 13. If. xliv. 


We muſt aſk of him things to come, concern- 


ing his ſons, and by ſupplications and ſtrong cries, 


with tears and groanings which cannot be uttered, — 


' COMMAND him concerning the work of his hands, If. 
XIV. 11, Like watchmen ſet by God on the walls of 
his church, and having underſtanding of the peril- 
ous times in which our lot is caſt,—for Zion's ſake. 

we muſt not hold our peace, and for Jeruſalem's 


ſake never reſt, until her righteouſneſs go forth as 


| brightneſs, and her ſalvation as a lamp that burn- 
eth, —never hold our peace, day nor night, —never 


keep ſilence, nor give the Lord any reſt, till he eſta- 
bliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the 


whole earth, If. Ixii. 1. 6. 7. Like miniſters of the 
Lord, we ſhould weep between the porch and the 
ny 1 and cry, NET thy 8 O Lord, and give 

| not 


the moſt ama. 
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not thine heritage unto reproach, Joel ii. 17. Like 
| Epaphras,—bow exalted the character! we ſhould 
LABOUR FERVENTLY IN PRAYERS for our chil. 
dren, ſervants, hearers, and neighbours, that they 
may ſtand perfect and complete i in all the will of God. 
Col. iv. 12. Like Paul, we muſt make mention of 
them in our prayers night and day,—muſt travel as 
in birth till Chriſt be formed in them, —muſt have 
great heavineſs and continual ſorrow in our hearts, 
on account of the graceleſs appearances of our chil- 
dren, ſervants, hearers, and nation: Our heart's 
defire and prayer to God for them muſt be, that 
they may be ſaved, Rom. i. 9. and ix. 1. 2. and x. 1. 


Gal. iv. 19. We muſt, like Jeſus in the days of his 


fleſh, offer up prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong _ 
crying and tears, unto him that is able to ſave them 
from death, Heb. v. 7. Oh! for ſuch unutterable 
groanings among us as theſe : „O Lord God, for- 
« oive, I beſeech thee. By whom ſhall Jacob ariſe, 
« for he is ſmall ?” Amos vii. 2.—5.. Ah, Lord 
« God ! Wilt thou make a full end of the remnant 
« of Ifracl ?” Ezck. xi. 13. Wherefore doſt thou 
% forget us for ever? Turn us unto thee, and we 
« ſhall be turned. Renew our days as of old, Lam. v. 
20. 21. © Revive thy work in the midſt of the 
years; in the midſt of the years make known; in 
« wrath remember mercy,” Hab. iii. 2. % Wilt thou 
« not revive us again, that we may rejoice in thee ?” 
Pſal. Ixxxv. 6. © Lord, go amongſt us, for it is a ſtiff. 
« necked people, and pardon our iniquity, and take 
« us for thine inheritance,” Exod. xxxiv. g, © 0 
« Lord, though our iniquities teſtify againſt us, do 
& thou it for thy name's ſake. Do not diſgrace the 
„ throne of thy glory. Remember, break not thy co- 
e yenant with us,” Jer. xiv. 7. 21. And, Oh! that 
you hearers, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's e and for 
the love of the Spirit, would ſtrire together with us 
| in 
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in prayer, night and day, that the ſervice of goſpel- 


_ miniſtration, which we have for the church, may be 


accepted of both ſaints and finners; and that we may 


come unto you, and abide with you, by the will of 


God, and may with you be refreſhed with the abun- 
dant illuminations, quickenings, and comforts of the 


Holy Ghoſt, Rom. xv. 30.—32. Oh! that you 
were enabled to pray always with all prayer and ſup- 


plication in the Spirit, watching thereunto with all 
perſeverance and ſupplication for all men, and parti- 
cularly for us miniſters, that utterance may be given 
to us, that we may open our mouth boldly, to make 
known the myſtery of the goſpel, as we ought to ſpeak, 
and that the word of the Lord may have free courſe 


and be glorified, Eph. vi. 18.—20. 2 Theff. iii. 1.— 


How effectually ſuch joint wreſtlings of miniſters and 


people, would, under the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
direct to our ſubjects, and form our prayers, our ſer. 
mons, and other inſtructions, in the very centre of 
our ſouls ; and make the divine truths contained in 
them to enter into your and our conſciences and hearts, 
and ſtick there as nails, and goads faſtened by the 
— Maſter of Afemblies ! Eccl. xii. 10. 11.—How would 
they make them quick and powerful, ſharper than a 
two-edged ſword, piercing to the dividing aſunder 


of the joints and marrow, and diſcerning the thoughts 


and intents of the heart! Heb. iv. 12.—Like the 
great Halyburton, we miniſters could ſearce be two 
or three years in a congregation, when few of our 
hearers could be found, who had not, at ſome time 
or other, had their confdence awakened, their af. 
fections melted, or their heart renewed or revived, 


by our goſpel-miniſtrations. But while this ſtriving 
together in prayer is neglected, all the abilities we 


have received from God, all the hard ſtudy we are 
capable of, all the labour we can poffibly perform, all 
our miniſtrations, however important in themſelves, 


and 
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and ſuited to the condition of our hearers, will be 
fearfully curſed and blaſted, by a ** and righteous 
God, to both you and us. 

Belides our habitual fervency in prayer, we ought 
to make conſcience of frequent ſolemn dedications - 
of ourſelves, our children, our ſervants, and our 
congregations, to God in Chriſt, according to the 
tenor of the new covenant,—putting our reſpective 
families under his peculiar care and government— 
ſolemnly reſolving and engaging, that, let others a- 
round chooſe whom they will for their Maſter and 
God, we and our houſe will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 
XXiv. 15. Thine are we, O Jeſus, and on thy ſide 
thou Son of God: Peace be to thee, and to thine 
helpers ;——and taking Jeſus Chriſt to be the chief 
Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls in our congregations ; 
and devoting ourſelves and people to him, as the 
ſheep of his paſture, to be led, nouriſhed, reſtored, 
healed, and redeemed to God by him ;—and re- 
commending them to him, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build them up, and to give 
them an inheritance among them who are ſancti- 


| fied, Acts xx. 32. Theſe ſolemn dedications ought 


to be repeated in families, as the-providence of God, 
relative to marriages, births, deaths, troubles, de- 


liverances, remarkable changes, or the like, call for, 


and in congregations, as the providences of God, 

relative to ordination of paſtors, diſpenſation of ſacra- 
ments, remarkable gracious influences or delyerances, 
or more noted ſcandals or troubles, do require.— 


I have heard of an holy man, who was uncommonly 


exerciſed in ſuch ſolemn dedications of his family to 
God.” What were the effects? Of ten or twelve 
children, it is ſaid, there was not ſo much as one, 
who did not give comfortable evidences of union to, 
and fellowſhip with Chriſt. Oh! my fellow-parents, 
maſters, and miniſters, if God would by his * 
uade 
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' - fſuade and enable us to go and do likewiſe! Who 
W'- Knows what a rich bleſſing he might leave behind 
1 him! and what a powerful and pleaſant work of his 
lf grace might appear in our families and congregations | 
| | But, alas! how fearfully ſuch ſolemn dedications are 
lf 'i no -neglefted) How little of ſecret and family 
faſting,—every family apart, and their wives apart, is 
| now known amongſt us!—Is this to be upright wit- 
nieſſes for Chriſt's injured truths, — to be heart-broken 

5 mourners in Zion? — Alas !—far,—far from it! 
3. In order to raiſe up a ſpiritual ſeed to our glo- 
lf rious Redeemer, we ought, in the moſt prudent, pa- 
l tient, diligent, and affectionate manner, to inſtruct 
| thoſe who are under our charge, in the important 
| truths of God. We muſt teach them his law, in 
| Bo its nature, contents, authority, and extent,—in its ho- 
| lineſs, equity, goodneſs, and ſpirituality. We muſt 
repreſent it, in its DIFFERENT FORMsS,—in its 
1 roku OF A COVENANT OF WORKS, requiring per- 
| fect obedience, and full ſatisfaction for offences com- 
mitted, as the condition of men's eternal happineſs, 
—in order that hereby our children, ſervants, and 
' hearers, may be driven from all their lying refuges of 
conceited ſelf-righteouſneſs and ill-grounded hopes; 
and driven to Jeſus Chriſt, and to accept of his great 

If + ſalvation, freely and fully offered to them in the go- 
|| © ſpel;—and in its ox M OF A RULE OF LIFE in the 
band of Chriſt, who fulfilled all its federal demands; 
Wt - directing and binding us to improve him and his be- 
. ſtowed ſalvation, in the moſt earneſt ſtudy of univerſal 
. holineſs of beart and life towards both God and man, 
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if vi. Col. iii. iv. 1 Theſſ. v. Heb. xii. xiii. Jam, i.— 
N to Rev. iii. &c. We muſt teach them the GOSPEL 
. of Chriſt, in its true origin, matter, and tendency,.— 

| and in its delightful difference from, anſwerableneſs to, 


Matth v.—vii. Luke vi. Rom. iii. Xii, xiii. Eph. iv.— 


| and connection with his law, in its ſeveral forms of a 
1 — Ia covenant 
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covenant and of a rule. 
them their guilt, their wants, their plagues, their pol- 
Jution, their enmity againſt God, and their miſery in 
the greatneſs, juſtneſs, and eternity of it. In the go- 

ſpel, we muſt ſhow them Jeſus, Chrift, as made of 
God to them wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſancti- 
fication, and redemption,” anſwerable to all their ig- 
norance and folly,—all' their unrighteouſneſs and 
ouilt, —all their ſinful plagues and pollutions, —and to 
= their bondage and t their miſery, Rom. iii. and viii. 


2. 3. 4. 1 Cor. i. 30. Thus our lips ought to keep 


knowledge, and our inferiors to aſk the law at our 
mouth, Mal. ii. 7. 
mands muſt be in our hearts, and we muſt teach them 
diligently unto our children, natural or providential, 
and talk of them when we fit in our houſes, and 


when we walk by the way, and when we fit down, 
For he eſta» 
| bliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in 
Iſrael, which he commanded our fathers, that they 


and when we riſe up, Deut. vi. 6. 7. 


ſhould make it known to their children, that the ge- 


neration to come might know them, who ſhould ariſe 
and declare them to their children, that they might 
ſet their hope in God, and not forget his works, but 
5.—7. The 
fathers to the children muſt declare his truth, th. 


keep his commandraents, Pſal. Ixxviii. 


XXXviii, 19. Hence, in the book of Proverbs, we 


have ſo many excellent parental inſtructions and ad- 


monitions directed to children, chap. i. ix. XXxXI. 


c. We muſt teſtify. the goſpel of the grace of God, 
never ſhunning to declare unto them the whole coun= 
We muſt faith. 
fully declare unto them the teſtimony of God; 


cil of God, Acts xx. 24. 27: 31. 


make known among them nothing but Chriſt and 
him crucified, not with enticing words of man's wiſ- 


dom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of 
C words which _ Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
B EE 


comparing 


In the law, we muſt ſhow 


The things which God com- 


5 1 Tue But of neglefing to raiſe up 
comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, x Cor. iv. 2. 


vine authority of the ſcriptures, and their being our 
3 ſufficient rule of direction how to glorify God, 


_ Ghoſt with the Father, in the ſame Godhead ; the fix» 
ed -and unchangeable nature of his eternal decree 
fore-ordaining all things which come to paſs; his co- 
venant of works made with Adam as the bead and 
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and 1 Cor. ii. 2. 4. 13. With tears, night and day, 


we muſt teach every man, and warn every man, that 
we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, 
labauring. hereunto, and ſtriving, according to his 
mighty power working i in us mightily, Acts xx. 31. 
Col. i. 28. 29. We muſt warn them that are unruly, 
comfort the feeble minded, ſupport the weak, ane be 


patient towards all men, 1 Theil. „ 

We ought, with particular care, faithfully to re- 
preſent unto them thoſe truths of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
now lie bleeding in our ſtreets,—relative to che dis 


or enjoy him; the equality of the Son and Holy 


repreſentative of all his natural poſterity : the fall of 


all mankind in his firſt tranſgreſſion, and their Ginful- 


neſs and miſery, and utter inability to recover them- 


_ ſelves; God's entering into a covenant of grace with 
his on Son, from all eternity, as the Head and Re- 
preſentative of elect ſinners ; the Son of God's beco- 

ming a true man under the broken covenant of works, 


and by his obedience and ſuffering making full and 


complete ſatisfaction to the law and juſtice of God in 
their ſtead; the full and free offer of him, and all his 
_ purchaſed ſalvation, to SINNERS OF MANKIND AS 
_ SUCH, in the goſpel z the abſolute neceſſity and abi- 
ding reality of the RENO VAT TON of men's hearts by 
the almighty operation of the Holy Ghoſt in his 


application of this redemption ; the full, free, and the 


 jerevocable juſtibeation uf ſinful men only for the ſurety 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt: imputed to them, and received 


W faith the adfolute neccſlity of — of 
heart 
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heart and life in every juſtified perſon, though not in 
order to any juſtification of their perſons before God; 
the unfailing perſeverance of every true faint in his 
ſtate, and exerciſe of grace till death: in fine, that 
Jeſus Chriſt, and neither Pope, king, nor biſhop, is 
the ALONE HEAD of the goſpel church, and hath 
therein appointed a particular form of worſhip, go. 
vernment, and diſcipline, which is to remain unalter- 
able until the end of the world; and what it is; and 
what are the particular ordinances of it, Ezek. xliii. 
11. 12. Theſe things ought to be carefully fet before 
them, and inculcated upon them: That they may 
know and keep the word of Chriſt's patience, Rev. iii. 
10.3 may be efablifbed in the preſent truth, and not lid 
away with the error of the wicked, 2 Pet. i. 12. and 
ji. 17. may buy the truth, and not ſell it, Prov. xxili. 
23. 3 may with the righteous nation eep the truth, Iſa. 
xxvi. 2. 3 may walk in the truth ; 2 John 4. 3 r 
3. 4+ Hold faſt what has been attained ;—hold , 
Chrift*s name, and not deny his faith, Phil. iii. 16. 3 
ji. 13.—25. and iii. 3. And contend earngſtiy for the = 


fark onee delivered to the ſaints, Jude 3. The: truths 


Satan and his emiſfaries are peculiarly endeavouring 
to wreſt from us. We ought therefore to hold them 
faſt with peculiar care and earneſtneſs. Theſe traths 
have been peculiarly wounded and abuſed. They 
ought therefore, like Chriſt's fick children, to be pe» 
cotharly ſympathifed with, cared for, and dandled. 
4. In order to raiſe op ſoiricual children to our glo- 
rious Elder Brother Chriſt, we ought carefully to ac- 


| quaint our children, ſervants, hearers, or neighbours, 


with the moſt affecting providences af God, whether 
of mercy or judgement, that they may therein diſcern 
his infinite wiſdom, almighty power, high ſovereignty, 
terrible majeſty, unſpotted holinefs, inflexible juſtice, 
unbounded goodneſs, love, mercy, and grace, and his 
. truth. Thus one generation muſt praiſe his 
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mighty works to another, and. declare his mi ghty 
acts. Men muſt ſpeak of the might of his 6." 
acts. His ſaints muſt ſpeak of the glory of his kingdom, 
and talk of his power, to make known to the ſons. of 
men his mighty acts, and the glorious majeſty of his 
kingdom, Plal. cxlv. 4. 6. 10. 11. 12. Fathers muſt 
tell their children, what works the Lord did in their 
days, in the times of old, Pſal. xliv. 1. 2. Taught by 
God, they muſt even unto old age declare his won. 
drons works, — and ſhew to the generation to come 
his praiſes, and his ſtrength, and his wonderful works 
which he hath done, Pſal. IXxi. 17. 18. and Ixxviii. 
They muſt make known his deeds among the people, 
and talk of all his wondrous works, —muſt remember 
his marvellous works which he bath wrought, and 
the judgements of his mouth, Pſal. cv. 1. 2. 5.— 
Ws muſt mark well the bulwarks of Zion, and con- 
fider them, that they may tell poſterity, that this 
God is qur God for ever, Pſal. xlviii. 13. 14. They 
muſt mention the loving-kindneſles of the Lord, and 
the praiſes of the Lord, according to all that the Lord 
hath beſtowed upon us, and his great goodneſs, —ac- 
cording. to his mercies, and according to the multi- 
| tude of his loving-kindnefſes, Ha.lxiii, 7. Hence Mo- 
ſes, Joſhua, David, and others, are at fo much pains 
Mit _ to inform their people and poſterity, of what the Lord 
WH had done to and for Iſrael, Deut. i.--iv, ix, x. xi. Joſb. 
U XXIii. xxiv. Neh. ix. Pfal. Ixxviii, cv. cvi. cvii. cxiv. 
c.xxxxv. cxxxvi. Ezek. xvi. xx. Ignorance and for- 
geetfulneſs of God's mighty works are repreſented as 
Wt || extremely criminal and efficacious cauſes of men's 
fearful.and felf. ruining apoſtacy from him; Jer. ii. 32. 
If we live ignorant of, or forget his diſtinguiſhed pro- 
| vidences, we will not wait for his counſel, but luſt 
exceedingly, and tempt him, Pfal. cvi. 13. 4.— 
We will not ſet our hope on God, nor keep his com- 
mandments, ile IXXviii. 1 When a generation Ti. 
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ſeth up who knoweth not the Lord, nor the mighty 
works which he hath done for his church, they will 
forſake him, and ferve other Gods, Judg. ii. 10. 11. 12. 
God forbid that this ſhould be the fate of Seceders in 
this or the next generation. Men's finful abuſe of 
God's ſingular mercies or ments muſt alſo be 
carefully and faithfully repreſented to them, as an 
keaven-daring rebellion againſt his law, and a horrid 
trampling upon his providence. Unbefs we mean to 
damn ourfelves and others, we muſt warm the wicked 
to turn from their evil ways, Eck. ii. 17.— 21. and 
zxXiii. 7.—9. We muſt cry aloud and ſpare not, — 
lift up our voice like a trumpet, and Heru even the 
Eord's people their tramgreſſions, Ifa. lviii. r. We 

muft cat church-members 10 know: their abuν,iů nation, 

—judge them, and cauſe them io knows their abominalions, 
all their abominations,—cauſe them to know the abumi- 
nations of their fathers, Ezek. xvi. 2. and xxiil. 36. 

and xXxii. 2. and xx. 4. Even the iniquities of for- 
mer generations, if they are not ſearched out and 
evangelically lamented before God, are placed by him 
to our account as approven by us: and the puniſh. 
ment belonging to them in his awful threatenings 


hangs over our head, to haſten and aggravate our ruin. 


Exod, xx. 5. Lev. xxvi. 39.—41. 2. Kings xvil. 7,—- 
V7» Ezra ix. 7. Matth. xxiit. 35. and xxvii. 25. 
Pfal. viii. and cvi. Ezek. xv. xx. xxiit.. 

To make them know what ſtately ſteps of merey 
God hath taken to promote their eternal redemption; 
to encourage them to acquaint: themſelves with, de- 


pend on, and ſerve: ſo gracious a God; to ſhow 


them the heinous and aggravated nature of their and 
our ſins; and to lead them to repentance, and an 
hearty and univerſal thankſgiving for his mercies; we 
ought particularly to repreſent unto them, what God 
hath done for our chureh and nation, in his! making 
fo: many great and precious promiſes in favour of the 
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mighty works to another, and. declare his mighty 
acts. Men muſt ſpeak of the might of his terrible 
acts. His ſaints muſt ſpeak of the glory of his kingdom, 
and talk of his power, to make known to the ſons. of 
men his mighty acts, and the glorious majeſty of his 

kingdom; Pal. cxlv. 4. 6. 10. 11. 12. Fathers muſt 
tell their children, what works the Lord did in their 

days, in the times of old, Pſal. xliv. 1. 2. Taught by 

God, they muſt even unto old age declare his won. 

drons works,—and ſhew to the generation to come 
his praiſes, and his ſtrength, and his wonderful works 

which he hath done, Pſal. Ixxi. 17. 18. and Ixxviii. 

They muſt make known his deeds among the people, 

and talk of all his wondrous works, —muſt remember 

His marvellous works which he bath wrought, and 

the judgements of his mouth, Pſal. cv. 1. 2. 5.— 
They muſt mark well the bulwarks of Zion, and con- 

fider them, that they may tell poſterity, that this 

God is qur God for ever, Pſal. xIviii. 13. 14. They 
-, muſt mention the loving-kindneſles of the. Lord, and 
the praiſes of the Lord, according to all that the Ted 
hath beſtowed upon us, and his great goodneſs, —ac- 
cording. to his mercies, and according to the multi- 
tude of his loving-kindneſſes, Ia. xiii. 7. Hence Mo- 
ſes, Joſhua, David, and others, are at fo much pains 
to inform their people and poſterity, of what the Lord 
had done to and for Iſrael, Deut. i. -- iv. ix, x. xi. Joſb. 

AXﬀitj. Xxxiv. Neh, ix. Pfal. Ixxviii, ev. cvi. Cvii. cxiv. 
cxxxv. cxxxvi. Ezek. xvi. xx. Ignorance and for- 
getfulneſs of God's mighty works are repreſented as 
extremely eriminal and efficacious cauſes of men's 
fear ful and ſelf. ruining apoſtacy from him; Jer. i. 32. 
If we live ignorant of, or forget his diſtinguiſhed pro- 
vidences, we will not wait for his counſel, but luſt 

exccedingly, and tempt him, Pfal. cvi. 13. 14.— 

We will not ſet our hope on God, nor keep. his com- 

mandments, 1 Havii. ** When à generation ri- 
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| them the heinous and 


works which he hath done for his church, they will 
forfake him, and ferve other Gods, Judg. ii. 10. 1. 12. 
God forbid: that this ſhould be the fate of Seceders in 
this or the next generation, Men's ſinful abuſe of 
God's. fingular mercies or 
carefully and faithfully repreſented to them, as am 
keaven-daring rebellion againſt his law, and a horrid 
trampling upon his providence. Unleſs we mean to 


damn ourfelves and others, we muſt y.rw the wicked 


to turn from their evil ways, Ezek. ii. 17.— 21. and 


EXAM. 7.—9. We muſt cry aloud and ſpare not,— 


lift up our voice like a trumpet, and ſheru even the 
Lord's: people their tramgraſſians, Ifa. lviii. 1. We 
muft cat church- members 10 know: their abominationss. 
—fudge them, and: cauſe them io knows their abominationa, 
all their abominations,—cauſe ther to know the abumi- 


nations of thair fathers, Ezek. xvi. 2. and XXili. 36. 5 


and xxii. 2. and xx. 4. Even the iniquities of for- 
mer generations, if they are not ſearched out and 
evangelically lamented before God, are placed by him 
to our account as approven by us: and the 8 
ment belonging to them in his awful threatenings 
hangs over our head, to haſten and aggravate our ruin. 
Exod, xx. 5. Lev. xxvi. 39.—41. 2 Kings xvil, 7.— 
17. Ezra ix. 7. Matth. xxiit. 35... and: xxvii. 257 
Pfal. bawviii..and! cvi. Ezek. xv. xx. iii. 

To make them know what ſtately ſteps of merey 
God hath taken to promote their eternal redemption; 


ta encourage them to acquaint themſelves with, de- 


pend on, and ſerve: ſo gracious a God; to- ſhow 
avated nature of their and 
our ſins; and to lead them to repentance, and an 
hearty and univerſal thankſgiving for his mercies; we 
ought! particularly to repreſent unto them, what God 
hath done for our chureh and nation, in his making 


ſo many great and precious promiſes in favour of the 
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Pfal.'ii. 8. and xxii. 27. and Ixxii. 10. atid Ixv. 8. 


II. Xxiv. 15. 16. and xli. 1. and xlii. 4. 10. 12. and 


Xliii. 6. and xlix. 1. 12. and li. 5, and lxvi. 19. and 
XIV. 22. Zeph. ii. 11.—in his early introduction of 
the glorious goſpel into our land, which lay ſo remote 
from Judea, and the inhabitants of it ſo ſavage, while 


many nations, nearer in ſituation, richer in wealth, 
and milder in manners, were left deſtitute of it drr. 
bis preſerving the goſpel, and a ſeed to ſerve him in 
it, for about ſixteen or ſeventeen hundred years paſt, 


notwithſtanding the moſt furious and crafty attempts 
to extirpate both, in his many marvellous deliverances 


of us from Popery and Prelacy, and other calamities, 
when we were on the brink of ruin; in his advancing 
our Proteſtant reformation to a greater conformity to 
his own word, than any where elſe in Europe; and 
in ſo remarkabiy encouraging and enabling our fa- 


thers to devote themſelves and their poſterity to him- 


ſelf by ſolemn covenant as | his pros people “. In 
en | 


* 11 hath been dbu ee that it is only thoſe 
yows-or covenants which have their matter or words record- 


_ which bind poſterity in ſcripture. But, (1.) Never in 


ſcripture. is, any perſon or ſociety required to confine. them- 
ſelves to the inſpired expreſſions of ſcripture in their vows, 


any more than in their prayers. (2.) Many vows, the ex- 


preſs words of which are recorded in ſcripture, never had any 
real binding force, being finful; x Sam. xiv. 39. and xxv. 22. 
1 Kings xix. 2. Acts xxiii. 127 14. (g.) Many vows are re- 


preſented as binding, the words of which are not recorded in 
loeripture, as Pal. IVi. 12. and Ixi. 5. 8. and cxix. 106. and 
IXXVI. 11. Iſ. xix. 18. 21. Jer. I. 53. 2 Cor. viii. 5 (4. ) Vows 
are repreſented as BINDING men, becauſe the word had pRo- 
CEEDED or OF THEIR OWN MOUTH, or the mouth of their re- 


reſentatives, not becauſe they are recorded in ſcripture ; and 
75 bound men before they were recorded in ſcripture, 


Numb. xxx. 2. 6. 8. 12. Gen. XXviii. 20.—22. Numb. xxi. 2. 


3. 1 Sam. i. 11. Pſa}, cxxxii. 2.—5. and Ixvi. 13. and cxvi. 


14. 18.  (5.) Notwithſtanding we have the inſpired record 
of many good vows to direct our making of vows in 6milar 
18 eircumitances, Rom, XV. 125 a Tim. Ut, r z 5 
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order to make manifeſt to them the exceeding great- 


neſs of theſe and other ſingular mercies of God, con- 


vince them of the guilt and danger of the preſent ge- 


neration, and ſhew them what they ought carefully 
to avoid, penitently mourn over, and faithfully teſtify 


againſt : we ought alſo carefully to inform them of the 


leading ſteps of our own and our fathers apoſtacy 
from our attained and covenanted reformation, —in 


the perfidious re-admiſſion, and now long continuance 
of many wicked men, open enemies to God and his 


cauſe; in places of power and truſt, both in church 


and ftate, to the fearful defilement, and perhaps utter 


deſtruction - of both; the re- introduction of -Prelacy, 


after it had been repeatedly thrown out and abjured 


by the nation; — the public and heaven-daring viola- 


tion, burning, and ſolemn renunciation of our cove- 


nants with God, —the ready compliance of the far 


greater part of both miniſters and people with theſe 
abominations, and the filent or worſe connivance of 
many others, who profeſſed their diſlike of them; 


the public, cruel, and long continued perſecution by 


fines, impriſonments, baniſhments, tortures, 'and 


deaths, of thoſe that faithfully adhered to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt and his cauſe, our fearful ingratitude for, 


and miſimprovement of our ſingular deliverances from 
Prelacy, Popery, or {lavery, in 1688, 1715, 1745 ;— 
and, in fine, that errors, impieties, and vices, of almoſt 


every kind, have now 1 long the faſhionable courſes 


of the nation. 
Nothing 8 more e than to 


we are not, like the Jews, required by God to- ſearch 


out « or mourn over the ide wy our thoſe: fince 
TL we 


the world to prove, that all theſe vows of Joooks Hannah, „Da- 
vid, Paul, Mariners, Egyptians, &c. As sbcn, bind me or any 
man elſe in Scotland. (6.) The matter of the Scotch cove- 
nants is plainly recorded and required in the word of God, 


and bert ns theſe covenants muſt extend their obligation 


to po! erity as PT ay e — covenant did a 


noo. that 


| 
' 
| 4 
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Chriſt, we ought, by every method in our 

_ eneoura 

hearers, to a diligent uſe of all the outward: ordinances 

of the goſpel, whereby he communicateth unto us the 
benefits of redemption. 

concern, to REPRESENT unto them the finfulneſs 


| The Bor of A to — _ 
we have no inſpired records, but only fallible hiftories, 


to inform us of them. Where is our warrant from 
_ God to throw afide the directions, commands, . and 


examples of the Old Teſtament > Deth not God's 


* threatening to puniſh the INT TIES OP THE'F4- 
 THERS VPON THE CHILDREN, mentioned: in the 


fecond commandment, relate as much to us as ever 


it did to the Jews? Hath God ſo reſtrained his grace 
under the New Teſtament, as to leave us no means 
off averting 
for the ſame want of infallible records, never ſearch 


this puniſhment: threatened ? Muft we, 
out or confeſs any of our perſonat tranſgreſſions, or 


_ thoſe of the generation — never ſearch out, or thank 


God for any of the mercies, which we, or the church 


of Chriſt, or our nation, have received fince the 
ennon of the ſeripture was completed ?—Becauſe our 
perceptions and our memories are fallible as well as 


our hiſtories, muſt all confeſſion of fins, at leaſt of 


actual fins, and all acknowledgement of God's mer- 


cies, be baniſhed from the Chriſtian church, fince the 
death of the 3 and till the end: of tiene? God 
forbid. 

5. In order to raiſe ehre childrew to Jeſus 
power, to 
ge and excite our children, ſervants, and 


We ought, with the deepeſt 
and miſery of their natural ſtate, their ignorance, 


guilt, pollution, and ſlavery to Satan and their luſts ; 
their lying under the wrath. of God, and 


duernned to everlaſting deſtruction, Pſal. Ii. 5. Eph. ii. 
1.— 3,12, Jer. xvii. 9. Ezek. xviil. 3. Rom. ili. 10.— 
20: and ii. 8. 9, and viii. 7. 8. 2 Theſſ. i. 9. g. We 
repreſeyr 
nunto them the abſolute neceffity and true form of 
their converſion to Chriſl eee BORN, 
5 AGAIN} 5 


muſt with the moſt affectionate earneſtneſs 


Con- 


—— / rr 


n 
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4GAIN that except they be born again, they can in 
nowiſe enter into the kingdom of God, John iii. 1. 
3. 5. that in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion nor un- 
circumciſion, neither eccleſiaſtical nor civil privileges, 
avail any thing, but a new creature, a new ſtate, and 
inherent principle of grace, — faith which worketh by 
love, 2 Cor. v. 17. Gal. vi. 15. and v. 6.—that theß 
being utterly inc apable to recover or convert them- 
ſelves, or prepare themſelves for it, it muſt be wholly 
effected by the almighty operation of the Spirit of God, 
convincing their conſcience of their ſinfulneſs and miſe- 
ry,enlightening their mind in the knowledge of Chriſt, 
renewing their will, and thereby perſuading and ena- 


bling them to embrace Jeſus Chriſt as freely offered to 


them in the goſpel, John xvi. 8. 9. Eph. i. 17. 20. Ezek. 
XXXVi. 26. Phil. i. 29. We ought in like manner to 

repreſent unto them the infinite excellency, lovelineſs, 
and love of- Chriſt, how he is white and ruddy, the 
chief among ten thouſand ,—moſt ſweet, — pleaſant,.— 
yea, altogether lovely, Song v. 10.—16. and i. 16.— 


how infinitely rich, renowned, wiſe, gracious, glo- : 
rious, and ſuitable for them; Col. i. 19. and ii. ge 10. | 


and ili. 11. Ezek. xxxiv. 29. 1 Tim. i. x7. 2 Cor. viii. 
9. Heb. ii. 9. 1 Cor. i. 30. what he is to, hath done 


tor, and is ready to be and give to finful men, John 


iii. 16. 17. and x. 11.—18. 27. 28. and vi. 27.—57. 
1 Lim. i. 15. - We muſt repreſent unto them the ho- 
nour, plealure, and profit of true and lively religion, — 
that God is good. to the ſoul. that ſeeketh him; that 
they, who hear and find him, eat that which is good, 


and delight themſelves in fatneſs ,—lhall be ſatisfied, 


and their hearts live for ever, Lam. ili. 25. I. Ir 
Pſal. Xxii. 26.; that there is no want to them that 
fear him, Pfal. XXX V. 8.— 10. 3 that by acquainting 


themſelves now with God, they tall be at peace, ang 


good ſhall come; unto en ſouls, Job. xxil. 21.— 29. 
that Jeſus Chriſt loveth them that love him, and will 
caule 
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| a - cauſe them to inherit fabſtance, and will All all their tt 
| | treaſures, and certainly be found of them that ſeek Ml 
1 him early; that they are bleſſed who hear him, IM ;+ 
watching daily at his gates; they that find him find 2 
life, and ſhall obtain favour of the Lord. All his 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are peace. h 
Happy are the people ſaved by the Lord, and. whoſe k 
God is the Lord! Prov. viii. x7. 21. 34. 35- and iii. at 
19. Deut. xxxiii. 29. Pſal. cxliv. 15.3 that the good- a. 
neſs which he hath laid up for them that fear him, WW b. 
is inconceivably great, Pfal. xxxi. 19.; that infinite, MW h 
_ everlaſting, and redoubled miſery awaits, them who te 
refuſe Jeſus Chriſt 3, that they who ſin againſt bim, a1 
wrong their own ſoul; and they who hate him, love P 
death, and ſhall be peculiarly curſed in time and thro' I 
_, eternity, Prov. viii. 36. John iii, 36. Rom. ii. 8. 9. Wl 1; 
1 Cor. xvi. 22.—We muſt, in the moſt earneſt and h 
encouraging manner, repreſent and INCULCATE upon lf ti 
them, the infinitely gracious declarations, promiſes, M y 
and invitations of the goſpel, as ſuited to their caſe as tl 
men, Iſ. xlv. 22. Prov. viii. 4:3 as ſinners, Matth. ix. Ml y 
13. 1 Tim. i. 15.; as fooliſh, ignorant, ſeoffers, and ha. tt 
ters of krowledge, Prov, i. 22. and ix. 4.53 Stout beart- Ml - 
ed and far from righteouſneſs, hungry and chirfty, for ſa- t. 
tisfaction to their ſouls, II. Xlvi. 12. 13. and Iv. 1.—7. W h 
| "9s Xxi. 6, and xxii. 17.; /abourers in and laden with WM h 
: uity, Matth xi, 28.; polluted, Zech. Xili. I.; rebellious, N 
7 Pl. lxviii. 18. 3 hard hearted enormous tran/greffors, Ne 
Jer. fü. 1.—5. 14. 22. REzek. XXXvi. 25.—27. If. i. Wt! 
n 18.— To encourage them more abundantly, we aught Ml \ 
1181 not only to lay before them what God in his infinite a 
1 mercy. hath done for others, as for Abraham, Ma- WW C 
mh = naſſeh, Mary Magdalene, Saul the perſecutor, and p 
1 h 
l 

b 


the murderers of Chriſt, but prudently and humbly 
to tell them what he hath done for our foul, Pſal. Ixvi. 
16. ;—how God Almighty appeared to us in his word 
and e and bleſſed us, Gen. Avi. 3. 3 how Wt 
the 
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che Rock of Iſrael ſpake to us, and ſhewed us his 
hands and his feet his pierced fide and melted heart, 
that we might be no more faithleſs, but believing, 
2 Sam. Xxiil. 3. John xx. 27.; how he declared his 
everlaſting love to our ſoul, ſhed it abroad in our 
heart, and drew and conſtrained us by his loving- 
kindneſs, Jer. xxxi: 3. Rom, v. 5.3 how he ſent from 
above and drew us out of many waters, Plal. xvili. 16. 
and xxxiv. 6. and xl. 1.—3.z tow we have. been 
brought low, and he hath helped us; Pſal. cxvi. 6. 


how his words have been found by us, and been ſweet ”- 


to us, much ſweeter than honey and the honey comb, 
and more deſirable than much fine gold, Jer. xv. 16, 
Pſal. xix. 10. and cxix. 72. 103. 2 Sam. XXlit, 5.— 
Lord, pity us, who have ſo little experience of thy - 
loving - kindneſs, and ſo little heart to tell to thine 
honour what we know. We muſt, in the moſt affec- 
tionate and earneſt manner, IN TRE AT them to come 
with us to Jeſus and his way, that the Lord may do 
them good, to come and receive the inſtruction, in 
which not only we, but chiefly the Lord ſpeaketh unto 
them as unto children, Numb. x. 29. Pſal. xxxiv. 11. 
—13- Prov. i.—ix. We muſt intreat them to know 
the Goes of their fathers, and ſerve him with a perfect 
heart and a willing mind, becauſe, if they ſeek him, 
he will be found of them, 1 Chron, xxviii. g.—to be 
wiſe and underſtand this, and conſider their. latter 
end, Deut. xxxii. 29.—to ariſe and be doing, and 
the Lord ſhall be with them, 1 Chron. xxil. 16,— 
We muſt, as in the name and ſtead of Jeſus Chriſt 


and his Father, beſeech them, by all the mercies of 


God, by the Lord Jeſus, and by all the bowels of com- 
paſion,—all his meekneſs, gentleneſs, and love, and 
by his ſecond coming and our gathering to him, to be- 
lieve on him as offered in the goſpel to them, and thus 
be reconciled to God, who is in him reconciling the world 
to himſelf, not imputing their Ctſpailes unto them,. 

to 
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to come and take of the water of life freely. ito 
be ſeekers and followers of God as dear ores, 
walking in love, as Chriſt hath loved us, and given 
himſelf for and to us,—not conformed unto this pre- 
ſent evil world, but transformed by the renewing of 
their mind, Rom. Xii. 1. 2. 2 Cor. v. 19. 20. and 
X. I. 1 Thefl: iv. 1. 2. 2 Theff. i ii. 1. Eph, v. 1. 2.— 


Me muſt not only exhort, but co MAN D and charge 


them by the Lord Jeſus, and as in his fight,—to 
mind their own buſineſs of eternal ſalvation, working 
it out with fear and trembling ;—labouring not for 
the meat which periſheth, but for that which endu- 
reth to everlaſting life ;—ſtriving to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, and giving all diligence to make their call- 
ing and election ſure, — by receiving the Lord Jeſus, 
and walking in him, — taught by the grace of God to 
deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent. world ;—flee. 
ing from pride, covetouſneſs, and other fooliſh and 
hurtful luſts, which drown men in perdition—and 
following after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love, 
_ patience, and meekneſs, —fighting the good Goht of 
faith, and laying hold on eterna] life, 2 Theſſ. iii. 12. 
2 Tim. iv. 1. Heb. ii. 3. Phil. ii. 12. 13. John vi. 
27. Luke xiii, 24. 2 Pet. i. 10. Col. ii. 6. Tit. ii. 12. 
1 Tim. vi. 9.— 13. Even with tears of deep. felt 
grief and affectionate concern, we muſt expoſtulate 
with them, why, in this the day of their merciful 
viſitation, they will not know the things which be- 


> long to their eternal peace, Luke xix. 41. 42; why 


they will not come to Jeſus Chriſt that they may have 
life? John. v. 40.; why, when he calls, they reſuſe, 
and when he ſtretcheth out his hand, they regard it 
not, but ſet at nought all his counſel, and will have 
none of his reproof ? Prov. i. 24. 25. Iſa. Ixvi. 4.; 
Why they will not Hearken- unto Jerovan's ſelf⸗ 
giving voice, and will have none 'of him? Pſal. IXxxi. 
1 . 
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10. 11. 3 why they ſpend money for that which is 


not bread, and their labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not, and all not eat that which is good, nor let their - 
ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs; » will not hear that their 
ſoul may live, and by an everlaſting coyenant enjoy 
the ſure mercies of David, If. lv. 2. 3. ; why they 


are ſo cumbered about many things, and ſo uncon- 


cerned about that good part, the one thing needful, 

Luke x. 41. 42.; why they ſtand all day idle in God's 

market of free grace, and neglect his great ſalvation, 
Matth. xx. 6. Heb. ii. 3. ; why, when God would 
have purged them, they would not be purged ; will 
not conſent that he waſh their heart from wickedneſs, 
but will have vain thoughts and vile luſts to lodge 
within them, Ezek. xxiv. 13: Jer. xiii. 27. and iv. 
14. 3 why they will ſo long love ſimplicity, delight ! in 


ſcorning, and fooliſhly hate knowledge, Prov. i. 22; 


why they will not only weary men, but weary our 
infinitely patient and merciful God alſo with their 

iniquities, and make him to ſerve with their ſins? 
Ifa. vii. 13. and xliii. 24. 25-3 why they will fret the 
God of their ſalvation in every thing they do, and 
preſs him under their iniquities as a cart is preſſed 
under its load? Ezek, xvi, 43. Amos ii. 13. ; why, 
at their own infinite and everlaſting hazard, they will 
tread under foot the Son of God,—count "the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanCtified, an un- 
holy thing,—and do deſpite unto the Spirit of grace, 


Heb. x. 29. In ſubordination to all the above me- 


thods, the rod of CORRECTION muſt be turned every 
proper way, to hedge them up to the tree of life. In 
families, the rod and reproof muſt drive away fooliſh- 
neſs, and give wiſdom. In obedience to God's com- 
mand, and dependence on him for his bleſſing, we 
muſt, in a Chriſtian manner, chaſten our children; 
and even our ſervants, for their open immoralities, 
SO while there i is FO and not ſpare for their 


crying, 
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crying. He that ſpareth the rod, hateth the child, 
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and haſteneth his ſoul to hell, Prov. xxix. 15. and xxii. 
15. and x. 13. and xxvi. 3. and xxili. 13. 14. and xix. 18. 
and xiii. 24. and xxix, 19. In churches, diſcipline 
mult be exerciſed upon offenders in the manner pre- 
ſcribed by Chriſt, that ſins may be reſtrained and re- 

ented of, and men's ſouls ſaved in the day of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. xviii. 15.—18. 1 Cor, v 
4. 5. And for this end we ought. conſcientiouſly to 
withdraw from ſuch as walk diſorderly in principles 
or practice, and refuſe to eat with them, 2 Thefl. iii, 
6. 14. Rom, xvi. 14. 18. 2 Tim. iii. 2.— 5. Tit. ili. 
10. 11. a John 9.—11. 1 Cor. v. 11, Jude 12. Pfal. 
ci. 3.8. and xv. 4. 

6. In order to raiſe u 5 ſpiritusl children to Jeſus 
| Chriſt, we muſt ſet before our children, ſeryants, 
hearers, and peighbours, the moſt encouraging and 
attracting example in our converſation, We muſt 
make our light ſo ſhine before them, that they ſeeing 
our good works, may glorify our father who is in 
heaven, being followers of us, even as we alſo are of 
.Chriſt, Matth. v. 16. 1 Cor, xi. 1. We muſt walk 
circumſpectiy, not as fools, but as wiſe, 12 
time, becauſe the days are evil, Pſal. ci. 2.— 


V. 15. 16. Not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by hs 5 


of God, we muſt have our converſation in this world, 


in implicity and godly fincerity,—a good converſa- 


tion in Chriſt—a converſation which becometh the 
goſpel, 2 Cor. i. 12. 1 Pet. iii. 16. Phil, i, 27.— 
Walking in and after the Spirit, and bringing 
forth the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, peace, 
long · ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, 
temperance; we muſt live blameleſs and harmleſs,.— 
the children of God without rebuke in the midſt of a 
crocked and perverſe generation, —ſhining as lights 
in the world, holding forth the word of life—think- 
ing on, and practifin g whatſoever things are juſt, what- 
ever thin 85 are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 

1 whatſoever 


child, 
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whatſoever things are of good report, Rom. viii. 1. 4. 
Gal. v. 18. 22. 23. 8 Phil. ii. 15. 16. and iv. 8.— 


Our converſation mu 


16, Eph. v. 3. 4. Col. iii. 5. 6. 12. 13. Eph, iv. 31, 
32, Pſal. xxvi. 1. 8. and Ilxxxiv, 2. Prov. u. 17. 
Mic. vi. 8. 1 Pet. i. 15. 16. Phil. ni. 20. Col, iii, 1. 
that not only they, but God who knoweth our hearts, 


may bear witneſs, how holily and juſtly, and un». | 
blameably, we behave ourſelves among them; —ex- 
amples of the believers in word, in converſation, in 
charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 1 Theſſ: ii. 10. 


1 Tim. iv. 12. that if any obey not the word of God, 
read or preached, they alſo may be won to Chriſt by 
our holy, humble, and kind converſation, 1 Pet. iii. I. 


Oh! would to God, we had ſuch nobles, ſuch com- 
manders in our armies and navies, ſuch Proteſtants in 
our country, as the famed French Admiral Coligni, 
whom the Papiſts barbarouſly murdered in the maſ. 
ſacre of Paris, who earneſtly arid often inculcated 


upon his fellow-nobles, that it was not enough for 
them to be holy and devout themſelves, unleſs by 


their example and influence they drew their compa- 
nions and domeſtics to the ſame manner of life, And 
ſuch, ſays the hiſtorian, was the admiration of his 
piety and holineſs, even among the Papiſts themſelves, 


that it would have gained over multitudes of them to 
the Proteſtant religion, had not they been deterred 
by tortures and maſſacres. Alas! that where we 


have no ſucÞ hindrances, ſo little good ſhould be 
done by our holy and encouraging Epe But 


let us, 


\ 


nn; Inquire, Way WE SHOULD THUS 1 
6 EXERT OURSELVES, in our ſeveral ſtations and ca- 
pacities, TO RAISE UP SPIRITUAL CHILDREN TO 
Ines CHRIST. The command of God, the loving» 


C2 e  Kindnels 


be honeſt, 1 kind, up- 
right, devout, bumble, holy, and heavenly, 1 Pet. Bs © 
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2 kindneſs of Chriſt, and the need of men's fouls, 4 in. 
diſpenſably require it. 
hondur, which inſeparably attend it e encou- 
eie it : 


'The pleaſure, the profit, and 


I. God expreſsly commands to labour to our utter- 


moſt, in raiſing up a ſpiritual ſeed to Jeſus Chriſt.— 


He commands us to teach his laws diligently unto 


our children, — to rub them upon, and ſcrew them in- 


to their mind and conſcience, Deut. vi. 6. 7. Pſal. 
Ixxviii. 5. He commands to bring them up in the 


5 nurture and admonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4.— 


and to command our children and houſehold to keep 


the way of the Lord, Gen, xviii. 19.—to train up a 
child in the way he mould go, and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it, Prov. xxii. 6. Would to 
God, that Seceders would lay to heart theſe mandates 
of the Almighty, not only with reſpect to Chriſtian 
principles and practices in general, but with reſpect 


to that particular form in which we profeſs to main. 


taim them in behalf of Chriſt's injured truths, and in 
_ oppoſition to the abounding errors and impieties of 


the preſent age. If that which we have eſpouſed be 
not the Auſe of Chriſt, let us honeſtly and openly re- 


nounce e: If it be his, let us labour to have our po- 
ſterity cleave to it, as well as ourſelves, If we ſolemn. 
ly dedicated them to him in baptiſm, why not exert 


all our influence to render them followers of him ? 


HFlath he not as good a right to our children as his co- 
venanted witneſſes, as to ourſelves ? Why then ſhould 
we, by our negligence, and to their infinite hurt, rob 
him of them? If we ſincerely deſire to have our own 


ſouls fed with the meat indeed of goſpel-truth, diſpen- 


ſed by miniſters who appear to be ſent by Chriſt, how 


abſurd to indulge our children, while their minds are 
opening, and principles forming, to feed upon the 
poiſon of legal, Arminian, or Soeinian doctrine, mi- 
Ws to 3 in Chriſt's x name by fuch as have no 
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more call to public work in the church than a Popi 


cou-cature] If we do not train them up in the way o 
oy the Lord while they are young, how abſurd to expe 


2 that they will walk in it when they become old! Let 
.— by with awful concern, look around how ordinarily 5 
unto thoſe children, who are thus negleRted, achear to. 


n in. live deftitute of the grace of God,—and afford but 


Pſa]. MW ſmall comfort to their parents ?—For railing up.2. 


the Wl ſpiritual ſeed to our Redeemer, we miniſters are ſo- 


up a wickedneſs, Ezek. iii. 17.—21. and xxxiii. 7.—9.— 


old, Being furniſhed for, given to, and ſet in the church 


d to by Jeſus Chriſt, for the edification and perfecting of 
lates his myſtical body, Eph. iv. 1 1.13. 1 Cor. Xi. 28. 
ian Acts xx. 28. We are ſolemnly ed” to take heed 
pet to ourſelves and to our doctrine, that we may fave 
nin. {ourſelves and them that hear us ;—to give ourſelves 5 
4 in ¶ to reading and meditation of  golpel-truths, 1 Tim. iv. 
es of 13. 15. 16. to preach the word in ſeaſon and out of 


4 be ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all long ſuf- 
fering and doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2:;--to teach 


y re- nations 
po- Ito obſerve all things, whatſoever Chriſt Math com- 
mn. manded, Matth. àxviii. 19. 20. to preach the go. 
ert ſpel to every creature, that men may believe and be 
im ? ſaved, —may be begotten of God's own will by the 5 
s co- che word of truth, as a-ſpiritual ſeed: to his SON 
ould Mark xvi. 16.16. James i. 18. 1 Peter i. 23. 

, rob 


2.. Gratitude to.our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for his u 
own paralleled. kindneſs to men, requires this care to 275 


s are 

: * time he aſſumed our debaſed nature, that in it he 
mi- might raiſe up a choſen ſeed unto God. Many years 
e no 
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preſentation, ſupported by an unfaithful church judi- 


. lemaly charged to receive our words at the mouth of 
keep God, and warn. the wicked that they turn from their I 


up ſpiritual children to him. From eternity bis 
how heart, his thoughts were fixed upon, and his delights ws 
were with .the ſons of .men, Prov, viii. 23, 31. In 


he by wude our ſins imputed to him, our curſes, 
| | a © "ou 
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our miferies inflicted on their account, Gal. i iv. = 52 
and jib, 13. If, Iii. 4.—6. He travelled in pain. — 
was amazed and very heavy. ſorrowful even un- 
to death, that he might with great ſatis faction ſee 
| His ſeed of mankind bleſſed in him with all ſpiritual 
Vleffings, Matth. xxvi. 38. 39. John xii. 27. Iſa. Iii 
4. 5. 10. 11,12. Pſalm Ixxii. 17. Eph. i. 3. 7. He 
came into our world and nature, not to be admini- 
ſtered unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a 
ranſom for many, Matth. xx. 28. He gave himſelf 
for the life of the world, —came that we might have 
life, and have it more abundantly, John vi. 51. and x, 
10. He was made ſin for us, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21.3 made 
a curſe for us, that the bleſſing of Abraham might 
| | come upon us Gentiles, Gal. iii. 13. 14. He himſelf 
1} ©  bareonr fins in his own body upon the tree, that by his 
ſtripes we might be healed, ſuffered once the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that he might redeem and bring us to God 
| by his blood, 1 Pet. ii. 24. and iii. 18. Rev. v. 9.— 
| For this end, he hath given us his oracles and ordi. 
| nances, which are*more precious than thouſands of 
| | gold and ſilver, Pſalm cxlvii. 19. 20. ; and in them 
WE” | * giveth us himſelf, and all his unſearchable riches o 

| 
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4 ſalvation, Acts xiii, 26. John iii. 16. Eph. ili. 8. 
What therefore ſhall we render unto him for all hi: 
11 * © Kindneſs, all his benefits? Shall we render to him ne- 
N glect, hatred, contempt? Shall we endeavour to rob 
NN him of his eternal ſatis faction, endeavour to cauſe 
[IF 21188 the remembragce of him ceaſe from among men,— 
ne and to make his prepared manſions in heaven for 
191 IS ever ſtand empty, to his and his Father's everlaſting 
reproach ? Shall we deliberately damn our children, 
WOW} ſervants, or hearers, in order to wreak our malice o 
l!|0{'.} the great God our Saviour ? How ſhocking the 
1 whought!! 
| 2 - Compaſion to the infinite need of our children 
nd ſervants 
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ſervants, been and neighbours, demands our utmoſt 
care and labour to raiſe them up a ſpiritual ſeed to 
Jeſus Chriſt, By one man fin entered into the world, 


and death by ſin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, : | 


for that all have ſinned. - By one man's diſobedience 
many were made ſinners,” Rom. v. 12. 19. They 
were altogether conceived and born in ſins—all guilty _ 
before God, and dead in treſpaſſes and fins, Pſalm li. 
5. Rom. iii. 19. Eph. ii. 1. 5. They are filled with 
all vnrightroulnets, pride, debate, deceit, malignity, 
haters of God. 
things and deſperately wicked ;—their carnal mind-is 
enmity againſt God, which is not ſubje& to his law, 
neither indeed can be, Rom. i. 29. 30. and viii. 7. 8. 
Jer. xvii. 9. As a fountain caſteth forth its waters, ſo 
their heart caſteth forth its wickedneſs, evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, 
blaſphemies, Matth. xv. 19. They are all by nature, 
under the curſe of God, children of wrath, ſtrangers 
from the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, withe - 
out Chriſt, and without God in the world. They who 
believe not in Chriſt are condemned already,—and 
ſhall not fee life, but the wrath. of God abideth on 
them, Eph. ii. 3. 12. John ili. 18. 36. God is angry 
with them every day, and hath bent his bow and fit- 
ted his arrows of deſtructive vengeance againſt them, 
Pfalm vii. 11.13. Neither is there ſalvation in any 
other than Chriſt, none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we muſt or can be ſaved, 
Acts iv. 12. They that are far from him, ſhall pe- 
riſh, Pſalm Ixxiii. 27. dreadful thought Abu pa- 
rents and maſters, can ſcarce look about you in your 
houſes, but you muſt ſee a child, or ſervant, if not ſe- 
veral,—nor can you look to the ſtreets, but you muſt 
ſee. neighbours, — nor can you miniſters look from 
your 1 but you muſt behold {cores or. hundreds | 


— 


NS, 


Their heart is deceitful above all 


n 4 a a 


3 2 0 The Buit if le to 0 6 Ms 
' luſts, tormented. by devils, curſed and po bye an 
angry God, —ſtanding upon the very brink of eter- 
nity, under a ſentence of divine condemnation, with- 
out any certainty of a moment's reprieve from hell. 
and ſuſpended over that lake of fire and brimſtone 
by nothing but the ſmall hair of human life, and al. 
moſt outwearied patience of God, —Hark!—how their 
need accoſts us with an EXCEEDING BITTER.CRY, 
Have pity on me, O my friends, for the hand of God 
toucheth, and his lips damn me.—l periſh—] periſh 
—T for ever, — for ever—periſh, Have. pity on me; 
for my fins ſink me,—devils drag me,—and an an- 
gry God thruſts me down to the loweſt hell. — Ah 
— Who ſhall dwell with devouring fire? Who {hall 
dwell with everlaſting burnings?— Will no man,— 
no parent, no matter, —no miniſter care for my 
ſoul 7 — Ah !—Have you no bowels, no compaſſion, 
for an immortal ſoul? Pretend you to be Chriſtians, 
while ſo unlike Chriſt? Will you not ſpeak. one 
word to me, or utter one groan to God for my eter- 
nal ſalvation? With awful dread, let us look abroad 
into the world. Of about a thouſand millions of 
inhabitants, perhaps ſcarce ten, —nay perhaps ſcarce 
five millions, have the goſpel of ſalvation TRULY 
preached to them. In our own country, the bulk, 
Particularly of the riſing generation, through igno- 
rance, unconcern, pride, infidelity, and profaneneſs, ap- 
pear puſhing themſelves and one another headlong 
into the bottomleſs pit-—What can we be but beaſts, 
but devils, if we ſtand unconcerned at the fight ? 
—Hark,—bow IE HO vA beſpeaks us, © If thou for- 
'« bear to deliver them who are drawn to death— 
4c eternal death, - and thoſe that are ready to be ſlain, 
ready to be damned; if thou ſayeſt, Behold 
% we :knew it not, doth not he that pondereth the 
6 heart ine it? : and he that —.— wy ſou), 
: 1 « doth 
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e doth he not know it 2.— And ſhall not he render 


ter- to ord i man Ty to his works,“ Prov. nn 
71th Lt 12. he 8 4 
1— 4. It is a very Pteaſant work to labour right it in rai- 


tone ſing up a ſpiritual ſeed to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Here 
] al. wildom's ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
heir paths are Peace. How delightfully this work ſhuts up 
RY, to the intimate fellowſhip with our infinitely pleaſant 
God Redeemer! Song i. 16. In our making ſure our own 
erith call and election, how we feed on hidden manta, and 
me; ¶ take the water of life freely! are ſatisfied with the fat- 
| an» BWneſs-of God's houſe, and fee light in his light, Pſalm 
Ah! HXXXVi. 6.10. and Ixv, 4. In our ſupplications, 
{hall prayers, ind interceſſions for men, we begin to enter 
n,— Winto the joys of our great Advocate with, the Father, 
my ¶ We find God good to the ſoul that ſeeketh him for the 
on, ſake of others. When, in the faith of God's promiſes, 
lans, Wwe, like Daniel, ſet ourſelves to fervent and ſolemn ſup- 
one plication for our people, we get beauty for aſhes, and 
eter- the oil of joy for mourning, get more than angelical 
road Wintimations of God's love to our ſoul, Having by 
faith poured our complaints and requeſts into his bo. - 
ſom, we are no more ſad; but the influences of his 
reſent power and grace, warm, refreſh, and delight 
ur ſoul, Dan. ix, Pſalm cii. While we ſcek out and 


receive from Jeſus and his Spirit acceptable words and 
„ Ap- ruths, for the winning of ſouls, how delightful are 
long he kiſſes of his mouth; we find his words, and cat 
eaſts, hem, and they are to us the joy and the rejoicing of 
ght? pur heart, —are like new wine which goeth down ſweet- 
for- y,—and. more gladdening than great ſpoil, Ezek. iii. 
th— 7. Song i. 2. and v. 16. and vii. 9. Jer. xv. 16. Pſalm 
ſlain, Nix. 10. and cxix. 72. 103. 127. 162.— Alas! that 


by neglecting to furniſh ourſelves in this manner, but 
often retailing to thoſe under our charge, whatever 
Komes uppermoſt or eaſieſt, we fo frequently loſe the 


blels 


| are as well as the profit of our work. If God 


34 . The Evil of neglecting to raiſe us 
bleſs our earneſt endeavours to win ſouls to Chriſt, we 
become JOYFUL parents of children, who are MORE 
EXCELLENT than their neighbours, —« the excellent 
ones of the earth,” Prov, xii, 26, Pſalm xvi. 3.—*a 
choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an lioly nation, 
a peculiar people,” 1 Pet. ji. g. Iſa. Ixii. 12.—*. heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt,” Rom. viii. 17, 
How pleaſant, with Chriſt, to-rejoice in Spirit, 
while we ſee Satan falling as lightening from heaven, 
and to thank God, who hides the myſteries of his king, 
dom from the wiſe and prudent, and reveals them un. 
to babes! Luke x. 18. 21. 22.—How pleaſant to re. 
member our anguiſh, —our ſleepleſs hours, our per. 
plexing cares and fears, our bitter weeping or unutte; 
. Table groans, no more, for joy that a child, that chil, 
dren are born to Jeſus Chriſt in the world, —and that 
it hath pleaſed him to render us inftrumental i in con- 
verting ſinners from the error of their way, —and fa, 
ving ſouls from death, and hiding a multitude of ſins, 
Jam. v. 20.—-How delightful to behold our children, 
ſervants, hearers, or neighbqurs, by our means, eſpou- 
ſed to Jeſus Chriſt, —waſhed from their fins in bis 
blood, — made kings and prieſts unto God, walking 
In his truth, and ſhewing forth his praiſe } ! 2 Cor, 
Xi. 2. Rev. i. 5. 6. and v. 9. 10. 2 John 2. 3 John 4, 
1 Pet. ii. 9. Iſa. xliii. 21.—How delightful, to have 
our ſpiritual children, with whom we may walk in the 
Lord's. way, and to the Lord's ordinances, —and con- 
verſe on the very marrow of the myſteries of his king: 
dom ;—and whs can pray to, or praiſe God, with ot 
for us, as is proper How pleaſant to die conſcious, 
that by the grace of God we have ſerved our genera- 
tion according to his will, and have been inſtrumen- 
tal in making room for. his Son in this world; have 
* pread abroad the good ſavour of his name, and as it 
were opened fluices for his redeeming grace to run 2. 
mong, and into who on hoy many fouls, til bh 

en 


| 
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, we und i time How delightful to be welcomed in- 

ORE Bio the everlaſting habitations above, the palace of our. 

Tent Wi ing, by ſuch as we have been inſtrumental in con- 

—"2 Weerting to, and rearing up for him,—and to be draw- 

3 ng multitudes of others after us !—and to have ſuch 
leirs 


| or our joy and rejoicing in the day of the Lord,—and 
+ 17. ur companions in everlaſting felicity, and aſſiſtants 
pirit, In endleſs praiſe.Nay, it we be faithful, how plea- 
avon, Want, notwithſtanding the preſent obſcurity of our ſuc- 
king. eſs, to have an in ward teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt, 
n un- ¶ that it was well that it was in our heart to build a houſe, 
rer ¶raiſe up a ſeed, for the Lord. Tho' Iſrael be not ga- 

Per- thered, our judgement i is with the Lord, and reward 
uttc: with our God, 1 Kings viii. 18. Iſa. xlix. 4.—6. Tho? 
 chil- Nur weeping endure for a night, yet joy cometh in 
that ne morning. — Though we go forth weeping, bearing 
CON: Wnd ſowing our precious feed, we ſhall return with 
id fas joy, bringing our ſheaves with us, Palm XXX. 5. and 


fins, Mcxxvi. 3.8. | 
dren, 5. To labour earneſtly i in ang up ſpiritual chile 
wn. dren to Jeſus Chriſty, is moſt profitable work. Far be 
n his 


it from God to muzzle our mouth, while we are oc- 
upied in earneſt treading ont the corn of goſpel. 
truth-for others. Great is our gain when we gladly 
ſpend and are ſpent in the ſervice of Chriſt There 
s that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth ; and there is 
hat with-holdeth more than'is meet, but it tendeth 
0 poverty, Prov. xi. 24.—Alas, Lord,! that our 
poor, our lean, our ſtinted ſouls, ſhould ſo deeply 
mark our ſinful churliſhneſs !—If we entered into the 
pirit of this work, it would ſhut us up to tafte and 
handle of the word of life, that, believing and feeling, 
we might ſpeak and comfort others, with the conſo- 
lations wherewith we are comforted of God, 1 John 
i. 1. 2 Cor. iv. 13. and i. 4. In diſtributing the 
bread of life to others, we chou be ſatisſied with: 
the Wen of God's houſe, and have our baſket full 
over, 
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neth ſouls is wiſe,, findeth a good thing, and obtain. 
eth favour of the Lord, Prov. xi. 30. One foul gain« 


. The Evil of Al. g to ry a 
over, Matth. xiv; 19. 20. and xv. 36. 37. He Fe) wit, 


ed to Jeſus Chriſt, is of more importance than ten 
thouſand worlds, Matth. xvi. 26. If then, by his 
grace, we ſhould gain two, fix, ten, twenty, or more 
. ſouls to him, and ſet them all a- praying for us, hon 
inexpreſſibly rich it would render us, —eſpecially if 
we conſider, that all the gaining of ſouls, which, be. 
fore the end of time, proceeds in any reſpect from 
our labours, will be placed to our account. Nay, 
though our fervent prayers, and faithful inſtructions 
and admonitions, ſhould Jong lie like ſeed rotting un- 
der the clods, in an outward ſpring, yet coming into 
remembrance before God, or ſticking in the conſcien- 
ces of men, and conveyed from one to another, they 
| ſhall ſpring up, and bear fruit, who knows how lony 
after our death? A little one ſhall become a thou- 
| ſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong nation. The Lord 
will haſen: it in his time, Iſa. Ix. 2z2.—Who knows 
with what raviſhing ſurpriſe Iſaiah, and other mini. 
ſters, parents, or maſters, who had lived and died, 
complaining bitterly, that they were DRY TREES, and 
that they had laboured and ſpent their ftrength for 
nought and in vain, and that few or none had be- 
lieved their report of goſpel- truth, will at the laſt 
day lift up their eyes round about, and ſee ſcores, hun- 
2 or thouſands of their ſpiritual children, gather- 

ing themſelves together, and coming to them; and 
will ſay in their heart, Who hath begotten me theſe 
Who hath brought me up theſe ?. Behold, on earth 
I was left alone.. Theſe, where: had they been f—0 
brethren to covet earneſtly this better thing !—0 
to eke out our incomes, with ſuch e of ſouls 
to our Redeemer. | 

6. It is inexpreſſibly honourable work to raiſe up 
cri children to Jeſus Chrift, T be un * 
3 an 


„ ww” „ 2 2 > fowl j = 0 


t With 
tain. 
gains 
1 ten 
y his 
more 
hon 
ly if 
„ be- 
from 
Nay, 
Ctions 
g un- 
into 
ſcien- 
they 
long 
thou. 
Lord 
c nows 
mini. 
died, 
3, and 
th for 
id be- 
1e laſt 
hun- 
ather- 
; and 
theſe! 
earth 
2—0 
1-0 
oul 


iſe up 
rown, 
and 


FSb)ſiritual Children to CHRIST. 37 

55 ornament of parents is ſuch children, IIa. xliz. 
Happy they, who have their quiver full, their 
4h ſurrounded, and their congregation crowded: 
with thoſe [How honourable to be, as it were, like 
Chriſt, manifeſted on earth to deſtroy the works of 
the devil in our families, congregations, and neigh- 
bourhood ! 1 John iii. 8.3—to be, under Chriſt, con- 
yerters and ſaviours of ſouls, ſaving ourſelves and 
them that hear us! Jam. v. 20. Dan. xii. 3. 1 Tim. 
iv, 16.,;z—to be workers together with God, in promo- 
ting men's cordial reception of the grace of God, and 
in making Jeſus? name to be remembered in all gene- 
rations, 2 Cor, vi. 1, Pſal. xlv. 17. How honour. 
able to be the ſpiritual parents of the “ Bride, the 
« Lamb's wife ;—of noble princes and princeſſes, 
« fons and daughters of Jehovah, —heirs of God, 
« and joint heirs with Chriſt, - kings and prieſts un- 


« to God,” Rev. Xix. ve Iſa. liv. 5. Pal: xlv. 16. 


2 Cor. vi. 18. Rom. viii. 17. 1 Pet: ii. 9. Rev. v. 10. 
What an honour to appear at the head of many of 
theſe at the judgement-feat of Chriſt, ſaying, Behold, 
I and the children which the Lord hath given me, 
Iſa. viii. 18.—In what glorious manner hath God 
characteriſed Abraham as his intimate friend, from 
whom he could not hide his ſecrets, ' and without 
whoſe conſent he would not execute his purpoſes, —. 
becauſe he knew, that he would command his chil- 
dren and houſehold to keep the way of the Lord ! 
Gen, Xviii. 19. And how gloriouſly they who turn 
many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 

the firmament, and as the ſtars for ever and ever, 


Dan, 2 xii. 2.—But we muſt now ame our voice: 
And, | 


* Conſider that FEARFUL SHAME AND 
CONTEMPT WITH WHICH THOSE PROFESSED 
CHRISTIANS, PARENTS, MASTERS OR MINISTERS, 

D HO 


« 38 - The Evil of neglecting to raiſe up 
Ho REFUSE OR NEGLECT TO RAISE UP $PIRI1- 
TUAL CHILDREN TO JESUS CHRIST ARE MARK-= 
ED, in their converſation, —their chara&ter,—their 
- families, their death, theirlafi ee their 

© ter ſtate. 

Their converſation is marked with ſhame and 
a After no ſmall appearance, or even reality, 
of pure and lively converſation, they, in conſequence 
of ſuch negleR in their families or congregations, are 
permitted to fall into fearful witheredneſs, impru- 
dence, or ſcanda},—How delightful the early conver- 
{ation of Jehoſhaphat! He had filver and gold in 
abundance, and his heart was lifted up in the ways 
of the Lord. And how active in reforming his ſub- 
jects! 2 Chron, xvii. But, after much negle& of 
the education of his children, and his-marriage of the 
eldeſt into the graceleſs family of Ahab,—alas ! how 
he loves the haters of the Lord, helps the ungodly, 
and allies himfelf in war and trade with the wicked! 
2 Chron. xix. 2. and xx. 35.—37. and xviii.'2 Kings 
1ii,—In his youth, how amiable, how devout, the 
converſation of Solomon! How familiar, folemn, and 
ſucceſsful, his fellowſhip with God! 1 Kings iii, viii, 
ix. But when, inſtead of labouring to raiſe up ſpi- 
ritual children to Jeſus Chriſt, in his family and king- 
dom, he indulged his filthy luſts,—alas! how his 
bloſſoms went up as duſt! He loved many ftrange 
women, and built temples for their abominable idols, 
1 Kings xi.—How often thoſe who, like the ſtony 
ground hearers, received the word of the goſpel with 
Joy, and for a time ſeemed lively ſaints, have no 
ſooner got families or congregations, but their negli - 
gence to win ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt iſſues in their gra- 
+ - dual withering of inward diſpoſition and outward 
1 practice, till they at laſt become as trees twice dead, | 
plwKucked up by the roots. Having caft away the jaw WU wit 
1 of the Lord of den and * 50 the words A the he. 
1 2 0 
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Holy One of Iſrael, then perhaps, like Demas, openly 
forſake the Redeemer and his cauſe, having loved 
this preſent world, Jude 12. Ifa. v. 24. 2 Tim. iv. 10. 
Alas ! what reaſon to tremble while we think, how 
many parents, maſters, or minifters, even among 


us Seceders, have our converſation fearfully marked 


in this manner | Lord, is it 1? 
2. This. ſhame and contempt is often marked on 
their character. To puniſh their ſinful unconcern 
for the ſalvation of thoſe under their care, the Lord 
permits them to fall into ſuch contentions, crimes, or 
imprudencies, as brand them with a laſting reproach.— 


Meanwhile the backbiter and ſlanderer are permitted 
to increaſe, and ſpread their infamy. Inſtead of ma- 


king even their enemies to be at peace with them, 


God permits their friends to contend with and open 


their mouths againſt them. Inſtead of true Chriſtian 
reproof from ſome fearers of God, they are treated 
with the moſt infectious or malevolent reproach.— 
The very perſons whoſe ſpiritual concerns they had 
neglected, by their wicked behaviour and reviling 
tongues, add to their diſgrace. Thus, them that ho- 
nour him, will God honour; but they chat deſpiſe him 
ſhallbe lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. Alas! how much 


the contentions and reproaches among us Seceders and 


others, are but the juſt puniſhment of our negligence 
to raiſe up ſpiritual children to Jeſus Chriſt in our 
reſpeQive ſtations! What a mercy, if our principal 
ſtrife had been, WHo SHOULD BEST SEARCH AND | 
HEARKEN TO THE SCRIPTURES,—PRAY BEST. 
PREACH BEST,—and LIVE BEST. O for grace now 
ierioufly to bethink ourſelves, leſt otherwiſe we leave 
our name for a curſe unto God's choſen, and he call 
his ſervants by another name. 

3. Their families and congregations are ole marked 
with ſhame and contempt. The children, ſervants, and 
hearers, left to themſelves in this matter, bring their 

| — D 8 e ; 
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40 De Evil of neglecting to raiſe us 
parents, maſters, and miniſters to ſhame, They be- 
come companions of fools, and of riotous men, — 
waſters and robbers of their ge i 
and chaſers away of their mother, —rottennels, grief, 
and heavineſs to them, Prov. xxix, 15. and xxviii, 
24. and x. 1. and xv. 20. and xix. 26, The ſon diſ- 
honoureth his father; the daughter riſeth up againſt 
her mother; the ſervants become haughty, perverſe, 
unfaithful, thieviſh, and reproachſul; and a man's 
enemies are the men of his own houſe, Mic. vii. 6. 
While thoſe who had obtained mercy of the Lord, to 
be faithful in training up their children, ſervants, * 
hearers, for Chriſt, have their ſpiritual offspring 
growing up around them, ſome of them knowing the 
| holy ſcriptures from their childhood, and greatly 
fearing the Lord from their youth, 1 John. i li. Iz. 14. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. 1 Kings xviil. 3. 12.—thoſe who ne. 
glect it have their children ordinarily left to grow up 
deſtitute of the grace of God, if not alſo profane; and 
if once the grace of God be thruſt or let ſlip out 
of a family, who knows but it may be five, twenty, or 
even an hundred generations, as in the caſe of the 
Jews, Iraclites, or others, before it return to it.— 
Alas! in what dreadful manner it is caſt out as an 
abominable branch, perhaps never to be renowned, 
but publicly ſtigmatiſed as THE FAMILY OF HIM 
WHO DAMNED HIS POSTER1TY !—Or, if ſome of 
the children ſhould obtain real grace, yet how apt to 
- be ſo {clvith, peeviſh, contentious, or paſſionate, as to 
be felt a croſs rather than a comfort to parents, ma- 
ſters, or miniſters ! In what did Jacob's indulgence of 
his children iſſue ? In his daughter's idle viſiting and 
whoredom, in his ſon's profane and treacherous mur- 
der of the Shechemites, in their ſinful marriages and 
inceſts, and in their hatred and ſale of his beloved Jo- 
ſeph, Gen. xxxiv. XXXVv. xXXXVIii. Xxxvii, In what 
did David's ſinful — of his children ren 
nate 


my 


like, 2 Sam. xiii. xv. Xvi. 1 Kings i. In what did 
Eli's neglect of the religious education of his children 
turn out? In their being men of Belial, who knew 


not the Lord; in their heaven-daring profanenels, 5 


making men abhor the offerings of the Lord; in his 


and their untimely death, and the diſgraceful exclu- 


fion of their family from the high-prieſthood; z in the 
captivity of the ark of God, and in the almoſt utter 
deſtruction of the Hebrew nation, 1 Sam. ii. iii. iv. v. 


vi. In what did Jehoſhaphat' 5 negligence Hae, and 
the marriage of his ſon into the wicked family al 


Ahab? In the monſtrous wickedneſs of that ſon, 


the murder of all the males in his family by bien b or 
by means of the family of Ahab, the babe Joaſh only 
excepted ; in the excluſion of the g grace of God, from 


at leaſt his enthroned deſcendants, till the fixth gene- 
ration, 2 Kings viii. x.—xii. 2 Chron. xxi.—Xxvii. My 
dear brethren, let us look well to the ſtate of our fa- 


milies, our flocks, leſt. through our negligence any 


man fail of the grace of God, any roots of bitternets 
ſpring up, and MANY be defiled, Heb. xii, 15. If 
we behold the riſing generation growing up in igno- 
rance, pride, and impiety; it our children, ſervants, or 


hearers, by their apparent unconcern, wearineſs, or 


averſeneſs to receive inſtruction or reproof, mark their 
contempt of our labours or office; if by their ſcanda- 
lous and nnedifying conduct, they. grieve and break 
our hearts, or if by reproach they murder our cha- 
racter, —have not we procured theſe things unto our- 
ſelves, by our ſin againſt Chriſt and their ſouls ? Our 
own wickedneſs corrects us, and our backſlidings and 
treachery to Chriſt and his charch reproves us, Jer, 
Il, 19. and iv. 18, 


4. Shame and contempt are often deep marked in | 


the manner of their death. Theſe deſpiſers of Chriſt 
and his church die as fools do, without finiſhing any 


uſeful courſe of life. Traps their days are ſhorten- 
3 | ed, ; 
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nate? In fearful inceſts, murders, rebellions, and the 
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ed, and they are cut down as barren fig-trees which 
cumber God's ground, Pſalm lv. 23. Luke xii, 
If their neglected children, ſervants, or hearers, vi 
them on their deathbeds, it but ſtings their conſcience, 
if awakened, and but further ſtupifies it, if it is 
aſleep. They but harden one another in fin, and 
ripen one another ſor everlaſting fire. The meaning 
of the laſt look is, Adieu, children, ſervants, A 
neighbours, —ruined by my negligence. Ah! —we 
| thall ſoop meet in hell. Departing into that burn. 
ing ke, how dreadful is, their welcome by thoſe, 
who, by their means, had gone thither before them, 
while their conſcience ſtarts at the view of multitudes 
Which are drawn after them !—If the parent, maſter, 
or miniſter, dies in the faith, with his conſcience a- 
wake,—how ſtinging to look from his deathbed to a 
wife, to children, to ſervants, to hearers, to neigh- 
dours, the ſouls of whom have been murdered by his 
negligence, and to have ſcarce any of them that can 
either ſpeak to him, or pray for him, like a Chriſtian 
Here is no effectual fervent prayer of faith to ſave 
him—and. God heareth not fianers ;. their prayer is 
an abomination to him, John ix. 31. Prov. xxviii. 9. 
Inſtead of Jofeph's delightful adieu, “ die, but God 
% ſhall ſurely viſit you,” his laſt breath takes a dread- 
ful farewell of the grace of God to his family, perhaps 
for many generations, if not till the end of time.— 
Inſtead of dying in. the lively exerciſe of faith, per- 


| haps he goes. off. in a rave, or. in the moſt abſo: 


lute darkneſs and confuſion with reſpe&t to all: his 
ſpiritual concerns. Perhaps Satan is permitted ſo to 
ſtupify. him, that he cannot utter a word in com- 
mendation of Jeſus Chriſt, or concerning what he 
hath done for his ſou]. Hence he becomes a ſtumbling: 
block to all around him, tempting them to think that 
there is no reality in religion, no firſt fruits of the 
Spirit; no more appearance of a lively faith. % thy 
* ea 
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death of the old profeſſor, than of the old profligate. | 
This ſtrongly tempts them to reckon it a vain thing 
to ſeek the Lord, and that there is no reward for the 
righteous —He dies without being deſired dies un- 
lamented, leaving perhaps none in his family, but 


dead to bury their dead, If. Ivii. 1. Luke ix. 60.— 
In his entrance into beaven, he has none of his ſpiri- 
tual children there to bid him welcome, and he draws 


none after him.— His deſerted houſe is often marked 


with fearful ſhame and diſgrace, becomes an habita- 
tion of devils, and cage of unclean and hateful beaſts. 


The worſhip of God, private and ſecret, is expelled 


from it, and that of the devil introduced in its ſtead. 
— Not Bibles, but dice and cards, cover the table, and 
engage the attention. Not prayer and praiſe, ſocial 


and private, or ſecret, but unſeaſonable revelling, lewd 
dabbling of fools, grunting of drunkards, and wallow- 


ng in vomit, fill up the precious hours, and prepare 


for bed. —And how often the deſerted pulpit is 


ſeized and occupied by a careleſs or graceleſs murderer 
of ſouls, who carries on the tremendous work which 
his predeceſſor's negligence had begun Alas! in 


how many places, all around us, is this fire of the 
Lord's wrath already kindled! Nor is there among 
us, who knows the time how long.—In what alarm. 


ing manner is God ſaying to us, Many ſhall come 


from the eaſt, and from the weſt,” from ignorant and 
profane families; «and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 


© Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven; but the 


children of the kingdom,” who had been born i in the 
families of profeſſed Chriſtians, Seceders, or others, 
« ſhall be caſt out into utter darkneſs: there ſhall be 
| © weeping and gnaſhing of teeth,” Matth. viii. 11, 12. 


If thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this time, 
enlargement ſhall come to the church from another 
, airth, and thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be de- 


« Rroped, Eſth. iv. 14 © Thou art caſt out as an 
6 * abominable = 
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4 abominable branch; becauſe thou haſt flain thy 


e people: the feed of evil doers ſhall never be re. 
« nowned—1 will rife up againſt them, and cut them 
cc off, the name of the remnant, the ſon, and the ne. 
© phew, faith the Lord,” If. xiv. 19. 20. 22. Let 
us with trembling think, if this bids fair to be the 
manner and iſſue of our death. 

3. They who neglect to raiſe. up f piritual üben 
to Jeſus Chriſt ſhall, in their laſt judgement, be pu- 
blicly marked with fearful ſhame and contempt. If 
they die deftitute of the ſaving grace of God, in what 
dreadful diſhonour ſhall they be raiſed from the dead, 
and, along with their children, fervants, hearers, 
whom they had refuſed to bring to Jeſus Chriſt, but 
fold to the devil, fhall be led forth from their graves, 


VMuitith the workers of miquity, to * everlaſting ſhame 


© and contempt,” Dan. xii. 2.— While their faithful 
neighbours, along with their ſpiritual children, ſhall, 
in honourable triumph, and with high hallelujahs of 
praiſe, de carried by angels to meet the Lord in the 
air, and placed on his right-hand ;—they, with their 
ſons and daughters of damnation, ſhall, in the moſt 
diſgraceful manner, ſtand as trembling pannels at his 
left, upon the earth.-—— And, ah !—how fhamefu] ! 
how dreadful ! their final ſentence appointing them 
to everlaſting deſtruction! Now, faith the Judge, 
the great God our Saviour, —Notwithſtanding the 
moſt delightful folemn ties of relations and engage- 
ments, —notwithſtanding all I had done, ſuffered, and 
prepared for men,—notwithſtanding all- my infinitely 
encouraging invitations, ye would neither COME TO 
ME yourſelves, nor encourage, but. hinder others,— 

Now, therefore, « Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
&« everlaſting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels,” to whom ye gave yourſelves and your charge. 
Ah ! how heaven and earth will ring again with 
dreadful AMENS to his ſentence — es, ſaith the 
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Almighty Father of mercies, and God of ſalvation, 
Curſed, condemned, and damned for ever, be thoſe 
vretches, who fo dared to undervalue, hate, and 
trample on my dear Son, who was ſent to ſeek and 


upon my infinite mercy, and all the riches thereof, — 
my new covenant, and all the fulneſs of it.“ Vea, : 
ſath the Spirit, Curſed be theſe men, who dared 
obſtinately to withſtand all my gracious applications 
of Jeſus Chriſt and his redemption to themſelves and 
thoſe under their charge, and ſet themſelves to blot 
out the remembrance of him from under heaven,— 
and dared to prefer earthly things, luſts, and devils, to 
all the influence, all the everlaſting enjoyment of God 
in him. ——Amen, cry the bleſſed angels, Shamed, 
curſed, confounded for ever, be thoſe arch-enemies of 
our infinitely glorious King and Head, who dared to 
give themſelves and their charge to their adverſary 
the devil, rather than to him.-- Amen, cries every faith- 
ful miniſter, yea, curſe them bitteriy, that would not 
come to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty, but 
counteracted all our labours, all our travelling in birth 
that Chriſt might be formed in their children, ſer- 
vants, or hearers.——Amen, ſhout all the ranſomed 
millions, let ail the curſes, all the fierce wrath of Al- 
mighty God, for ever lie upon, and burn up, tho'e 
deſpiſers of that love, mercy, and grace, which is our 
like, our portion, our inheritance,—who not only 
dared to pour the utmoſt contempt on him whom 
our ſoul loveth, but made others to do the ſame, — 
Damned for ever be thole wretches, who, to their 
uttermoſt, attempted to murder the children, the 
cauſe, the honour of our infinitely glorious Redeemer, 
and of that covenant which is all our ſalvation and 
all our defire, If any man loved not our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, let him now and for ever be, Anathema, Ma- 
ranatha, Why have one more compaſſionate thought 
towards 


fave that which was loſt, —dared to pour contempt 


= | The Boil of megliing to raiſe uþ 
towards ſuch deſpiſers of the infinite SE of 
our God towards ſuch tramplerson the blood of his Son 
Nay, we rejoice, and ſhall for ever rejoice, to ſee th 
Lord coming forth and mightily prevailing again 
them, to their everlaſting ruin ;—to fee him honour 
himſelf in pouring out all that vengeance and indig 
nation, which is in his right-hand, upon theſe arch. 
enemies of his glory. Alas! my friends] muſt | 
at the great day, in this awful manner, take my lat 


farewell of you? or you of me? — And in whit | 
dreadful manner, the devils whom they now honour 


the wicked millions whom they now imitate, and par. 
ticularly the children, ſervants, hearers, and neigh: 
bours, who have been ruined by their means, and 
their own conſciences, whoſe admonitions to beware 
of ſinning againſt the life of ſouls—apainſt the grace 
and honour of the great God their Saviour, the) 
_ trampled under foot, will echo their AMENs to tht 
_ damning ſentence, it is ſhocking to think !-—Ah ! ye 
guilty,---how, when God's fervants rejoice and fin 
for joy of heart—ye ſhall be aſhamed—cry for ſorroy 
of heart, and howl for vexation of ſpirit, and leave 
your name for a curſe with his choſen ! 1 Cor, xvi. 22. 


II. Ixv. 13.—15,. Nay, my fellow parents, maſters, mi. 


niſters, or men, if, notwithſtandingyour criminal negli. 


gence in winning fouls to Chriſt, you ſhould, by aſtretcn 


of redeeming grace, get your own ſouls for a prey, and 
be admitted to a ſeat at his right-hand, —yet you will 
be publicly marked with a negative ſhame and con- 


tempt.— While they, who had faithfully laboured toi 


turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall have their convert: 
all around them as their joy, glory, and crown,— 
you ſhall be alone, and not a ſecond, — none of the 
ranſomed millions brought to Jeſus Chriſt by means 0 
your fervent prayers, painful inſtructions, earneſt en. 
couragernents, or attractive example. But if you look 
Yownwerd to the aſſerabled heirs of damnation, hou 
h 5 many 


nany 
have 
Y ou 1 
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any children , ſervants, hearers, and neighbours, who. 
have been loſt for ever by your negligence, will ſtare 


21 0 
zon! 


thou in the face, and pour forth their curſes upon you, 
nies monſtrous wretches, who, notwithſtanding all the 
1ouredeeming kindneſs of Chriſt and his Father to you, 
diggzvould do nothing to promote his honour in their 


rch. 
t 1 

laſt 
vat 
Gur, 


verlaſting ſalvation! 


2 ſpiritual ſeed to their elder-brother Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhall continue deep marked with ſhame and contempt, 
Dan, Xii. 2. How ſhameful and ignominious will it be 


par. Mor you, to appear among the damned multitudes in 
igh hell, and in the preſence of the holy angels, and of the 
and Lamb, Rev. xiv. 10. as not only ſelf-deſtroyers, but 
vareWilo damners of your children, ſervants, hearers, and 


race 
they 
the 
| ye 
{ing 
roy 
eave 


neighbours, before and after your death; and have 


aoſt bitter curſes for your conduct, while the ever- 
reſh remembrance of your oppoſition to Chriſt will 
ternally ſting and confound your conſciences, and 
ake you fearfully curſe yourlelves! Iſa. viii. 21. 
Mark ix. 44. 46. 48. Nay, though you ſhould for 


22 Mever be with Chriſt, yet what an abatement of honour, 
mi. Nnotwithſtanding all your opportunities of raifing them 
egli up, to have few or none ſpiritual children with you 
etcin theſe manſions of blefſedneſs,—while there are, who 
andinows what multitudes, in hell, by your diſregard of 
wile honour of that infinitely. precious and kind Re- 
don eemer, who loved you, and waſhed you from your 


d tofſWins in his blood]! Let me now, 
ert FOURTHLY, inquire, WHY THE Lone: pu- 


NISHETH MEN'S NEGLECT OR REFUSAL TO RAISE 
the 


18 0 
en- 
look 
how 


SHAME AND CONTEMPT,—lIt is becauſe this neglect 


any 


6. Through all eternity theſe neglecters to ie up 


hem for ever ſurrounding and loading you with the 


UP SPIRITUAL CHILDREN TO THEIRELDERR-BRO- 
THER JESUS CHRIST WITH SUCH-EVERLASTING 


Is the baſeſt treachery, —the moſt ſhocking cruelty, 
the moſt Heaven-daring ns ay toannul God's new 
r Covenant, 


c e 
r oem es — — 
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covenant, and defeat all the promiſes of it the moſt 
ungrateful proſtitution of Chriſt and his Father's mer. 


everlaſting blaſphemy and reproach. 


we profeſs to be our Huſband, Saviour, and Lord; 
it, we rob him of our ſervice, our children, our hean 
ers, and give them to his ad verſary the devil, in his 


we have undertaken, and from whom we receive a {x 
cred ſubſiſtence, as if faithful ambaſſadors of Jeſus 
Chriſt.—lIt is the baſeſt treachery to the church of 


ternal ſalvation of men's ſouls, are deſtroyed. How 


own wickedneſs upon the head of the guilty- 


on your God, that he may think on us, that we pe- 


of diſobedience and wrathI— Ah, mother ! have you 


cies, and a moſt deliberate attempt to load ena . 


1. It is the baſeſt treachery to Jene Chriſt, whom 


ſtead —It is the baſeſt treachery to our children, 
whom we have begotten, and brought forth, and nov. 
riſhed ;—to our ſervants, whom we have hirec zer ch 
our hearers, the charge and overſight of whoſe ſouls 


God, the welfare of which we are ſo ſolemnly enga- 
ged to promote. —It is treachery, by which the high 
eſt honour of Chriſt, and of God in him, and the e. 


proper, therefore, that the Lord ſhould return their 


2. It is the moſt ſhocking cruelty: to Jeſus Chriff 
to attempt defrauding him of his ſo much defired 
reward of his obedience unto death. It is ſhocking 
cruelty to men to go about like devils ſeeking how we 
may devour the fouls of thoſe to whom relation or 
engagement requires us to be peculiarly kind. Hoy 
ſhockingly cruel, not merely to burn, but todamn, out 
ſons and daughters in ſacrifices unto devils, Pſalm cvi. 
37. Hark ! how theſe neglected children addreſs us: 
What mean you, O ſleeping parents? Ariſe and call 


riſh not, —Alas, father! have you begotten me a child 


with agonies of birth brought one into this. preſent 
evil world, and fo carefully carried, nurſed, cared, and 
provided for me — Alas] im all this, did you mean to 

is form, 


a 
x 


form, to rear, to ripen ime forthe damnation of hell? 
Am a dog or a{wine, that you ſo neglect to tra- 


the burning? Hath God given me to you, and pre- 
ſerved me fo long with you, — that you ſhould thus 


uſe me to his diſhonour, and train me up for eyerlaſt= 
ing wickedneſs and miſery ?—Was it ſor this curſe _ - 

end, that you did ſolemnly dedicate me to God in my 
baptiſm ?—Alas l alas! What mean you to hinder ra- 


ther than help me to: receive Jeſus Chriſt and his e- 


ternal redemption ? — Ah, maſter or miſtreſs! cry our 
neglected ſervants, Have you hired me into your fa- 
mily, that you might murder and ſtarve my immor- 
tal ſoul, by your with-holding neceſſary prayer for me, 
example to me, and inſtruction and admanition 'of - 


me? Is damnation, eternal damnation, the principal 


wages which 1 am to earn, by all my hard ſervice to 
you ? Hath God i in his wrath delivered me into your 
hand, that you like a devil ſhould firſt deceive, and 
then torment me? — Alas! Will you riſk your life to 


draw your ox, or your aſs, out of a pit, and-yet do no- 


thing for the ſalvation of my ſoul-?—Ab, miniſters! 


ry our hearers, Did God purchaſe a flock of men 
with his own blood ? Did the Holy Ghoſt make you 
n overſeer of it? Did I call you to take the charge 
and overfight of my ſoul, and you accept of it? Do 


I, at my own expence and labour, attend your mini- 


ſtrations, that through your negligence Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his goſpel, may be to me a favour of death unto 
death, and I may be prepared for everlaſting burn- 
ngs 7 Alas, miniſter ! What means that careleſs man- 


ner of forming, that lifeleſs unconcerned manner of 
delivering your- inſtructions, in the great matters of 


God and eternity, to me? — What means theſe hur.. 


ried, theſe general, theſe lifeleſs, theſe unhearty, un- 


ervent N in — puviic — What means 


* 
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vail in birth, till Chriſt he formed in nie; —tliat you 5 5 
exert. yourſelves ſo little to pull me as a brand Sut of 


that . 


il 47 55 your band ?—Ah, Lord How long ſhall we paren 


5 and to falſify all the promiſes. of it. 


* N 0 


. . eee 
that idle waſting of your devoted time, in Ane 
chat, unneceſſary ſleep, earthly buſineſs, or unprofit- 
able reading, while my ſoul, committed to your charge, 
is in immediate dang 
bell? Why are not your bowels turned within-you? 
Aby do you not weep over me day and night, and 
cry mightily to God for my relief ?—Alas! alas! Muſt 
I die in mine iniquity, and my blood be required at 
ts 
maſters, and miniſters, be-like oftriches in the wilder: 
neſs, — nay, like devils, who go about ſeeking whom 


we may devour, rather than like Jeſus Chriſt, who 
\. hath compaſſion on the ignorant, and on them that 


de out of the ways 
_ gee DS deliberate attempting to annul that. new 
- covenant, which God hath made with and ſworn to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and which is all the ſalvation, and ought 
to be all the deſire: of us, and of all under our charge, 
In that cove. 
nannt God hath ſworn to our Redeemer, that he ſhall 
ſee his ſeed, and be ſatisfied ;—that his ſeed ſhall be 
_ eſtabliſhed and endure for ever, even before the face 
of the ſun, II. Iii. 10. Pſal. Izxxix. 4. 29. 36. and 
Ixii. 17. ; that he ſhall have the heathen for his in. 


[ heritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 


poſſeſſion ;—that all the ends of the earth ſhall re. 
member and turn to the Lord; and a feed ſhall 
| ſerve him, and be reckoned to him for a generation, 
_ Pfal. ii. 8. and xxii. 27+ 39-3 that he will cauſe his 


name to be remembered in all generations ;— that in. 


ſtead of the fathers ſhall be the children. that race 

unto race ſhall praiſe his name; and the fathers unto 

the children ſhall declare his truth, Pſal. xly. 6. 17 

and exlv. 4. II. xxxviii. x9. ; that he will bring his 

ſons from afar, and bis. daughters from the ends of 

the earth; that the Lord, who gathereth the outcaſi 
. of 1 will 8 others unto . hat 


* 


of falling into · the depths of 
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fall the eee be, I. xliii. 6. * 0 
XIix. 12. and 4vi; 8. Gen. xlix 10.— And this is the 


covenant; which he eſtahliſheth with us and our ſeed 


aſter us, for an everlaſting covenant, to be a God to 


us, and to our ſeed after us; and that the children of 
his ſervants ſhalt continue, and their ſeed be eſtabliſh- 
ed before him, Gen. xvii. 7, Pſal. eil. 28.; and that 
he will pour his Spirit on our ſeed, and his blefling on 


our offspring, If. xliv. 
covenant are 


3--and lin. 21. In fine, in this 
promiſed all the bleflings of time and 
eternity, of grace and glory, to others as well as to 


durſelves. How criminal to attempt the annulling of 
ſuch an Rang covenant, ever the fure mercies of 


David. 
4. It is et 


abgratefot abuſe and profti itution of. 
all the mercies which God hath beſtowed upon us, or 


promiſed to us, and an improvement of them as 


means of diſhonouring him in the everlaſting deſtruc- | 1 


— 


tion of men's ſouls. Inſtead of being led to repent- N 5 bw 


ance 'by 


his goodneſs, we abuſe the riches of it to 
harden ourſelves and others, and treaſure up for them 


and us wrath againſt the day of wrath, Rom. li. 4. 5. 

Is our eye evil, becauſe God hath been ſo good to us? 
Did God give us thefe talents and opportunities, theſe 
Bibles and ordinances, theſe gifts or graces, that we | 
might improve them in damning the ſouls of our chil- 


dren, ſervants, Heartysy or neighbours 15 How ſnock- ö 
ing! the thought! : 
It is a 1 labouring to 3 J cbrin, | 


ind his Father and bleſſed Spirit, with the moſt ig- 
nominious and laſting blaſphemy and reproach. God 
hath” proclaimed his own” name, The Lord God 


% merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abund- 
« antin goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 


« fands, Exod. xxxiv. 6. 7. But ſuch as neglect to 


raiſe up foiritual children to Chriſt, praicallyproclaim 
him an @ auſtere Maſter, a cruel Lord, wirh whom our 


E 2 


children, 


" * * * x * k - 
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. Fail of netting — 
„ ee deine and hearers, would be 4 FR ore 
wickednefs, miſery, and danger, than they do with 
Satan and) their luſts. Indit we practically bear vit. 
mels;: that wi have found iniquity in Cod, base 
found him a barren wilderneſs, and land of drought. 
Jeſus Chriſt hath been repreſented by himſelf, and his 
Father and Spirit, as God's 4 choſen ſervant, in 
„ whon his ſoul delighteth Las altogether 4 
and chief among ten thouſan d,“ as poſſeſſed of all 
divine and all communicable fulneſs, as able and 
willing to ſave to the uttermoſt, Iſ. xliil 1. Song v. 
10.16. Col. ii: g. and i. 19. Heb. vii. 25. Iſ. xlix. 
6. But in this neglect to raiſe up ſpiritual children 
to him, we practically repreſent him as unworthy 
to be credited or truſted, repreſent bim and all his 
. „alpen; as unworthy to be regarded, - unworthy to 
be compared with, and far lels preferred to Satan, 
ine world, and our luſts. How can * _ 
ment de too ſevere for ſuch wickedneſs * 
pe Fong me now l gy this 3 ſubjecl 
in an addreſs to ſuch as have the wang of no; bee 
$ an another to young ones. | 
Let us, who have the charge of Saulen whether: 25 
Sls maſters, miniiters, or neighbours; ſearch and 
try our Ways; what we have been doing in this im- 
portant work of raiſing up ſpiritual children to Jeſus 
Chriſt, If God but weigh us in the balances of the 
FIRST HEAD, and eſpecially in the balances. of his 
own law, which-is exceeding. broad, —alas! how we 
will be. found wanting in every point, and.the moſt 
careful and diligent among us, to have Teanfuil 
trifled with the glory of Chriſt, and ſalvation of ſouls! 
Lord, give us ſharp and deep, but evangelical convic- 
tions oß our great wickedneſs, And ſince, in this 
matter, we have fo long been workers of iniquity, let 
1 Wrentn hy * reſolve to be hereafter enabled. 
to 


to thy Son. 7 47 
4. Ob, Srl * us * it QUICKLY... The . 
of our days is but ſhort. The times are perilous, and 
I fuppo 


teſtant churches be accompliſhed, Rev. xi. 7.— 10. 


Dan. xv; 1. Whatſoever therefore our hand findeth to | 


do, let us. do it with all our might; for there is no 


work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom. in the 5 7 


grave whether we go, Eccl, ix. 10. Now, perhaps 

No. or NEVER, is the accepted time and the day of 
ſalvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. To-Dar, if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts, Plal xcv. 5, 8. Boaſt 
not of To0-MoORROW; for thou knoweſt not what A 
day ſha}l bring forth, Prov. xxvii. 1. Let us exhort 
one another daily, while it is called ro-DAx, leſt any 
be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin, Heb. 

ii. 13. Te who have but lately got families, got 
congregations, or got miniſters, NOW, it EVER, is 
like to be your ACCEP TED TIME and DAY OF $4L- 
VAT4ON. For the Lord's fake, and for the ſake of 
ſouls, do not fleep or idle out your morning of the 
grace of God, but each in his ſtation exert hunſelf to 

the very uttermoſt to win thoſe under your charge to 
Chriſt. Miniſters bid fair to be the moſt uſeful in 
the firſt years of their work. Let therefore all 
hearts, all hands among you, by all methods in your 
power, ſeeret, private, and public, concur. to ꝑro- 
mote it. Alas ! the morning of ſome of us is paſt— 
for ever paft{ And how it was ſpent, we may bluſn 


and tremble to think. Who: knows how quickly we 


may be called to give aceount of our ſteward ſhip 
What if, while we fleep' on ,in our eareleſs unconcern 
about their ſouls,” our children, ſervants, or heargrs 
he, {or 0 9 r Then all is Over - 

MC E. 33 8 N with .. , 
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W all cur care and es in vioning fouls 1 


| ſe will be more and more ſuch, till the Anti- 
chriſtian laughter of Chriſt*s witneſſes in all the Pro- 


Ma... . The Builef mphaing e 
with them. He that is filthy muſt be PIO gy 
What if che 3 of the evening whieh are 
+ ſtretched, over Britain quickly. terminate in — 4 An 
"ts. end is come; the end is come; it watcheth for 
"A thee ; behold it is come. Becauſe I have purged 


© e thee, and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be 
_« purged from thy filthineſs any more, till 1 have 


4 cauſed. my fury to reſt upon thee, Ezek. vii. 6. 10. 
1: and xxiv. 13. Save NO „ pere Lord, 
fend. No w proſperity. r. La Wis 
2. Let us all apply to the work of winning ſouls to 


| _ Ebrift with the moſt EARNESTNESS.: It is of: infi- 


nite importance, and there are many adverſaries.— 
The welfare of both church and ſtate to the end of 
time depends on our diligence in it. All the con- 
cerns of both, and all the glory of God as connected 


wWith both, will quickly be in the hands of the riſing 
generation. The eternal ſalvation of, who knows 


No many thouſands or millions of ſouls, betwixt and 


the end of time, and all the glory of Chriſt, and his 


Father and bleſſed Spirit, therewith canne ed, depend 
upon it. One loſt ſoul will ſoon endure more tor. 


ment in hell than all the ſubjects of: the Britiſh. em- 


pire put a e would, in being roaſted to death, or 
aun aſunder Howe dreadful: then muſt it be to 
murder, not one or two, but ſcores, hundreds, or 


| thouſands of ſouls, before our death, or by the bale- 


ful influence we have; ſet a-going, after it 

Alas! what murdered moments, —murdered talents, 
- murdered opportunities of winning ſouls, —mur- 

deered oracles, ordinances, and influences of God; 

what murdered ſouls, and what a murdered Saviour, 
have you and Ito account for to: God!; May the 
Lord cleanſe the blood which he hath not cleanſed. 
In this matter, all but ourſelves are inexpreſſibly ear- 
N eſt ne ne; ſinful luſts are. in earneſt to defile 
f & Aud 


eee Children A „ RED). 55 | 
and damn thoſe ſouls which God hath put under our 


re charge,” Wicked men ſpare no time, labour, or ex- 
1 to raiſe up a ſeed for their elder brother, and fa. 
rer the devil. Jeſus Chriſt is-in'carneſt crying and 
ed firetching/out his hands all day long to a diſabedient 
de and gainſaying: people. Jehovah and his Spirit: are 

ve earneſt and highly provoked witneſſes of our conduct. 


Death, judgement, heaven, or hell, will quickly be in 
d, good earneſt with us, and with thoſe under our 
charge. Why then, ſhould it now: be a ſport for you 
to or me, as:if--we were devils, to. da miſchief ,—damn. 
fi- fouls; and 'difhonour: Chriſt ? | 
— 3: Let us, in this work of- winning. ſouls to Chriſt, : 

| of Ml labour with the utmoſt-PAT1ENCE, and the moſt re- 
on. folut&'PERSEVERANCE, If Jeſus patiently perſevered 
ted Ml till the end, in his infinitely hard work of ranſoming 
ing ſouls 5 if he, in infinite patience, hath perſevered in 
dus calling, ſtriving with, or. dwelling in you or me,—lct 
and us, in the faith. of his belping us, ſet our faces like a 
his flint, and never ſail nor he diſcouraged; — let us cheer- 
end fully endure all things for the eleQ's fake, that theß 
tor. Ml alſo may obtain that ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
em- with eternal glory? 2 Tim. ii. 10.; let us bear. — for- | 


„ or bear, — forgive, — gladly ſpend. and be ſpent,—in win- [| 


e to ning ſouls to our Redeemer; let us count nothing too 
or dear unto us, in order to Gniſh our courſe with 3oy.— 
dale and be ready to toll, to ſuffer, — to die, for the name : 
of the Lord Jeſus, 2 Cor. xii. 15. Acts xx. 24. and 
ents, xxi. 13. In the morning let us ſow our ſeed, and in 
mur- the evening let us not withdraw our hand; for we 
d know not which ſhall proſper, whether this or that, 
jour, Wl Eecl. xi. 6. Who knows but ſome of us, who have 
7 the toiled all night and caught nothing, or next to it, may 
nſed before we die be directed by our. infinitely gracious 
ear. Redeemer, to caſt. the net on the right ſide of the 
defies hip, and incloſe a multitude of ſouls. Nay, though 


this thould never be the ah let us labour to die ha- 
N wy Ving 


3 1 1 
. der Ret Bu eh Gar tees ſer, ad ex 
Him to harrow int brows Sar N one, and draw the 
other. bis 
But now; ay der young men and avoids, nay, 
| boys and girls, let me addreſs you, in the name of 
that great and eternal God your Saviour, at whoſe 
awful tribunal you and F n quickly give an account 
of dur conduct. And, Oh! way the Almighty Spi- 
rit of all grate ſcrew: into, and rivet in yer e 
and heart the trutlis your are to hear. Oh! 
I. Seriouſly ponder, that ye have 8ouUs, IMMOR- 
TAI. $80ULs,—fouls to which the whole world, nay, 
ten thoufand worlds, are not comparable in value ;— 
fouls, which are capable of enjoying an infinite God 
as their eternal ALL IN ALL ;—ſouls which ſhall ere 
long enter into. an au ſtate of eee mi- 
you be bleſſed with brenn, maſters, or hinifters; that 
care for your fouls, readily receive their inſtructions, 
and imitate their example; Never hazard your eters. 
nal ſalvation by throwing: yourſelves into a graceleſs 


family for the ſake of a Htle more gain. If parents, 


maſters, or miniſters, appear uncbncerned for your 
0 fouls, do not therefore madly throw them away. 
| into everlaſting damnation. But improve your wretch- 
| ed ſituation as an.excitement to, and argument in fer 
veut wreſtling with God to piry your: caſe, your moſt 
deplorable caſe. 
2. Think in what fvts- you are wiready; while with- 
out Chriſt, —guiity before God, Rom. iii. Ty. 20.; 
enemies to God, Rom. v. 10. and l. 30. and vill. ). 
3. Eph. iv. 18. Col. i. 21. ; curſed and condemned 
dy Cod, Gal. iii. 10. John in. 18. 36. 3 having no 
Holineſs, no Pe, and without God in the world, Eph. 
x 3 1. 5.12, Your heart is already a hidden: hell [of 
every ſinful Wy Rom. i. 29. Ft xvii. 9. j and every 
1 x POO IRIS * * filled 
up, 


ritual Children to CHAT. 


the ö. 1.3. Tit. i. 3. Eternal deſtruction is ready at 


pour fide. God is angry with ygu every day: his | 
ay, Wl wrath abideth on you; his ſword. is drawn, and his 


ol bow bent, and arrows ſet out to deſtroy, Pſal. vii. 11. 


oſe I i. A ſound: of your approaching damnation 
ant I roars aloud: in every threatening of his word. Even 


pi. while I ſpeak, hell ſtands open to receive you, and 


nee devils; ſtand ready to drag you into everlaſting fire, 
Wyß chen fleep? Why be. careleſs 2 W by be merry ? | 


3. Remember, that, the figs of your youth, which 
perhaps you look upon as mere trifles, mere gaiety or 


It re a moſt treacherous rebellion againſt his law, holy, 


hat {Wjuſt, and good, They are committed againſt God's au- 
ns, WM chority over you, and againſt all his warnings, counſels, ' 


ter- promiſes, Hireatenings, mercies, and judgements. They 


leſs are committed againſt all the peculiar kindnefſes of 
ms, Cod, in preſerving and providing for you, while you 
our ceuld not help yourſelves, . They àre committed a- 


way gainſt all the peculiar calls and promiſes of God to 


ch · {young ones. They are a moſt. baſe proſtitution of 


fer- the excellent talents, amiableneſs, and yigour, wich 
0ſt which God hath endowed you in your youth. They 
| are a tnoſt perverſe abuſe of that peculiarly precious 


ith. ¶ ſeaſon of life, in which you ought to prepare for fu- 

20; ¶ ture uſefulneſg, They mightily increaſe and firenghen : 
.J. the habits of ſinful corruption in you. They pervert 

ned the uſe of your tender affections in oppofirion to God 8 


no and hig Ways. They are committed upon ſmall 
ph. temptatibns. They have the moſt” miſchievous in- 
1-of ſluence on all others around you, in enticing them to, or 


ery hardening them in ſin. They caſt reproach upon God, 
ned s if he, his promiſes, laws, wercies, and judgements, | 


were 


ſport, ate fearfully criminal before God. They pr o- | 
ceed from your deceitful and deſperately wicked heart, 
mi- from your carnal mind, enmity againſt God, They 


-t6 up with every abominable work, Matth. xv. 19. Eph. 1 


5 for the devil. 


At tribunal of Chrift, or amidſt the flames of hell ' 


38 — King che * | 
were e your early regard, and Ad eben * 
rage you to ſin. They defame your prents; maſters, {399 
and miniſters, =_ ow had apreed to tram you uy {40d 
ey draw down reproach o your. I dee 

ſelves, which yon muſt bear, either in *deep-c6ovie Wi ® K 
tions, or in everlaſting puniſhments. They deprive yon to} 
bf the moſt pleaſant and profitable fellowſhip with Pac 
God. They form in you magy baſe contracted hs {Jn 
bits of vanity and luſt. They forfeit for you the pro. 
miſes of long life and proſperity. They expoſe you 
to fearful judgements in this life, and to the eternal Ml. 5 
damnation of hell in the nest, Job xii, 26. and .. N 
1. Jer. xxx). 19. Are theſe light matters? — Wil 
you reckon them light in the agonies of death, at the 1.1 


| 4. Think what inexpreſſible advantages you | now 10 
1 ivy for promoting the eternal ſalvation of your ſouls W 1s n 


Now, you have no ſuch hindrances from Chriſt as many ¶ xvii 


oY 2 the chiet. — ten thouſand Palm Xxxis 


others have. Tou have no perplexing/cares of fa. 2. 
milies, farms, or merchandiſe ; no infirmities of old, incl 
age. Lou have no ſuch ſtrengthened luſts, no ſuck ¶ but 
| feared conſciences, as you may ſoon have. Now you 3 
have the moſt precious opportunities of enjoying the the 
moſt ſweet and tender fellewihip with Chriſt, and his 
Father, and bleſſed Spirit, which can be expected 
upon earth; Clear diſcoveries. of an infinitely gra- 
cious and amiable Redeemer, and remarkably power⸗ 
ful and particular declarations of his redeeming mY 

: meeting with young and tender hearts ;—young and 
Aigorous affections make a very heaven upon earth. 
It is none other than the houſe of God and the gat? 
of heaven, in which they ſee God in Chriſt, face te 
face, and are preſerved... Come, my: dear young friends 
and thus taſte and ſee that God is good, and that 
they who truſt in, and enjoy him, are bleſſed ; that 
Jieſus Chriſt is moſt 89 yea pleaſant, altogether 


85 


par 
. 
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uy and, affections, by the all- powerful influence of his re- 


ur. deeming love ſhed abroad in them, all inflamed with 


ie; > KINDNESS OF YOU TH, 4 LOVE OF ESPOUSALS 
on to him. What taſteleſs and inſipid things are all the 
u mad revels and faſhionable diverſions of our froth 

ba youth, our wicked age, in compariſon of this“ How 


„ Concerning the too faſhionable. revellings of ,penny or 
«x WW other large weddings, horſe. races, balls, and the like, I, in 


" the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his my . 34 


fors of Chriltiavity, ſolemnly to aſk themſelves, as they 


Is not this even a reaſon to ſuſpect them to be ſinful? Jer. 


fo 2. 3. (.) Are they not exceedingly fuited to our carnal 
old iaclinations, which God hath commanded us not to gratify, 
ſack but to cxvcryy and morTIty, Gal. v. 24. Rom. viii. 13. 


are not of God ? and ſo they muſt be ordinances of Satan 


neſs, or the like, 1 John ii. 16. .(4,) Hath not God 
charged us, to abſtain from all appearance of evil? 
1 Theff. v. 22. Why then dare we comtenance revels, in 


of evil? (5.) Hath not God charged us, as we wiſh to 
be happy and to eſcape deſtruction, to avoid all ur 
| gait ſary Eowſhip with fooliſh and wicked perſons ! Prov. is. 
ce to 6. and xiii. 20. Why then dare to trample on his com- 
charged us not to be conformed. to this world, but to be 


bis will? Rom. xit. 2. Hath he not declared the friend- 


* * 
? 
a * 
* 


1s, WW box tranſporting, to have the young and tender hearts 


ſhall anſwer to him at their death, and at his ſecond co- 
n ming, (.) Are not theſe diverſions the common or- 
NOW rant of ſuch as have no appearance of the fear of God? 


you (3.) Are they not plainly calculated to gratify the luſt of 1 Bs 
| the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, which 


for dehauching men's couſciences with pride, levity, lewd- 


which there is an appearance, and more than an appearance, 


to avoid all unneceſ- 


mand, and ruſh besdiong into ruin? (6.) Haih not God 
transformed by the renewing ofour minds that we'may ku 


hip of this world, enmity with God, Jam. ir. 4. HT | | 


' ._ the world? Hag. ii. 8. Luke xvi. 1. 2. Hoſ. ii. 8. 


-60. . The Boil of neglefing to raiſe us 
ofitable and fafe to be early in Chriſt, whether you 
mie or die! How fair you then ſtand, to be much ac- 
quainted with Chriſt, much loaded with his benefits, 


E 


and much honoured by him before you die. 


F. Liſten 


then countenance. revellings, for which we can give no 
other reaſon than our deſire after, friendſhip with, and 
conformity to the world? (7.) Hh not God required us, 
in every thing we do, to aim at glorifying and enjoying 


bimſelf, as our chief end? 1 Cor. x. 31. 1 Pet. iv. 11. 


Pal. Ixxijj. 26. Luke x. 42, Dare we before God pre- 
tend that our attendance on, or countenancing of ſuch re- 


| vels, tends to glorify him, or inclines or qualifies vs for 


ſerious or ſolenin worſhipping: of bim? (8.) When out life 

is ſo ſhort and uncertain, how is it either wiſe or ſafe, con- 
trary to God's command, to chooſe ſuch <ompanions or 
's 9 as we would not wiſh death and judgement to find 
uVs at, Job xxxvi. 14. Prov. xavii. 1. Deut. xxxii. 29. 
Match. Axiv. 42. 44. | (9.) Did we ever know any pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians rendered more ſerious, lively, and con. 
ſcientious in religious exerciſes, by their attending on ſuch 
revels? It cannot be pretended. But have we not known 
too many drawn off from all appearance of livelineſs, or even 
ſeriouſneſs, by it? Why then ſhould not we take warning, 
: but ruſh. on till God give us up to our own hearts luſts 
Prov. xix. 25. 1 Cor. x. 6. 11. (10.) Are not our mo- 
ney, our time, and all that we have, THz Loav's, and for 
which we usr account to him? Dare we hope to give 


5 a joyful and acceptable account to him of that which we 


ſpend in theſe revels, to the promoting of 8. to 
I. (114) 

- Hath not God expreſsly condemned the giving of offence, 
eren in matters which are altogether innocent in themſelves, 
8 a thing very ſinful and dangerous, Lev. xix.-14. Deut. 


'  xxvii. 18. Rom. xiv. 10.22. and xv. 1.3. 1 Cor. x. 32. 


157 and viii. 9.—-13. Rom. xvi. 17.18. Matth. xvin. 6.7. 
Wyy then date to grieve eircumſpect Chriſtians, and en- 
courage others to that which is ſinful or dangerous, by our 
conguct; for, if ve countenance theſe rev ä 

„ N 5 een 


\ 


1 

g. Liſten how kindly the great God your Saviour 
addreſſetii you as it were by name. Suffer little 
«children to come unto me, and forbid them not; 
« for of ſuch is the kingdom of God. Remember 


. Spiritual Children to CHN 187, 


16.4 Wh .thy- 
think they may do it more. (12.) Hath not God expreſsly 
declared-u EvELLINGS, as well as murders and drunkenneſs, 
—DAMNING WORKS OF THE FLESH? Gal. v. 19. 21. Why 
then dare to countenance them ? (13.) Hath not God de- 
clared men's carnal feaſting and mirth while his judgements 
are inflicted or impending upon them, to be of an atheiſtical 
and almoſt unpardonable nature? If. v. 12. 13. 14. and 
Iii. 1 2. 13. 14. Why then ſhould we dare to countenance 


the moſt fooliſh kinds of it, when the Lord is fo loudly call- 


ing us to weeping and - mourning ? (14.) Hath not God 


expreſsly declared ſerious mourners BLEESSD, and laughing 


revellers ouas ED? Luke vi. 21. 25. Why then forfeit his 
bleſſing and incur his awſul curſe? (15. ) Have we not in 
our bapiiſm and other wiſe renounced the devil, the world, 
and the fleſh, and all their works, and profeſs to be mourners 
in Zion ? 1 Pet. iii. 21. Ezek. ix. 21. How abſurd, then, 
to countenance any thing which leads us aſide from our 
mourning work ? (16.), Qught not all Chriitians to marry 
only in the Lord? 1 Cor. vii. 39. Is not their marriage a 

ſtarting of a race for eternity, au entrance into the porch of 
death, as their vow expreſsly points out? Doth not their 
deu and the bappineſs of their ſeed, both here and hereafter, 
much depend upon the rectitude of it? Why then have any 
thing attending it which is not becoming the Lord, but is 
calculated'to hinder, or unfit for ſerious and ſolemn worſhip- 
ping of him at the firſt upſetting of the family? ( 19.) Are 
not ſuch beggatly collections on the marriage-day, a real 
diſgrace to the married couple, and a tempticg of young 
people prodigally to waſte their wages in pride or other 


wickedneſs, in hopes of being thus provided for furniſhing . 


their houſe? (18.) Theſe colleQions of money, not being 
given as a charity devoted to the ſervice and honour of God, 
how often doth his curſe viſibly attend them, and quickly 
render the receivers as por as if they bad got n 5 


"6 ae Evil of negleBling fo race af Kc. 
% thy Creator in the days of thy youth. O taſte and 
«fee that the Lord is good. Come, ye children, 
« hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the 
% Lord. My ſon, give me thine heart, O daughters, 
« hearken and confider : forget thy father's houſe 
e and thine own people: ſo ſhall the King greatly 
- & defire thy beauty. He is thy Lord ; worſhip thou 
% him. Iwill betrothe thee unto me in righteouſneſs, 
L and in judgement, and in loving-kindneſs, and in 

dc mercies. I will even betrothe thee unto me in 

cc faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the Lord. Thy 
Maker js thine Huſband, I am the Lord thy God 
«I will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to me: 


1 people. I will ſay, It is my people, and they ſhall 


„ fay, The Lord is my God,” Mark x. 14. Eccl. xii, 
1. Pſalm XXXIv. 8. 11. Prov, xxiii. 26. Pſalm xlv. 10. 
11. Hol. ii. 19. 20. I. liv. 5. Exod. xx. 2. Pſal. I. 3. 

Jer. Xxxi. 31. Zech. xiii. 9. Oh! lay his words 
to heart earneſtly, and again and again eſſay to be- 

 Heve them all with particular application, —and by 
earneft pleading of them, each for himſelf, give him 
no reft, till he do as he hath ſaid. Lord Jefus, Now 

de the hour, in which the dead in ſins ſhall hear thy 
voice and live. Come from the four winds, O breath, 
wh OSp irit of the Lord, and breathe on theſe dry bones, 
that & N may live, and ſtand up with and for Chriſt, 


an e * * 
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(bat made} 1 ) Is not our attendance. upon or coua 

tenancing ſuch meetings far more plaisly calculated to 

' train up ourſelves, our children, or others, to be a light and 

' «frothy, if not lewd and drunken ſeed, for Satan and the 

the world, than to be a ſpiritual ſeed for Jeſus Chriſt, who 
wal bear his name with honour. _— mes} wi 
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A SERMON, aca at Bat on the Mon. 


day after the Celebration of the Logy's SUPPER 
there, Auguſt 22. 1768. 


Rxv. iii. 11.—Bebold, I come quickly: bold that faſt. 
| which theu haſt, that no man take thy crown, 


EAR friends, our communicating work at this 


time is over; our preaching and your hear- 


vg work is almeſt over; but our account for theſe 
things is ſtill before us; who knows how near! Let 
us think, what we have done, and what we have gotz 
| In this ſolemn charge of 
Heaven, now read and directed to your conſcĩenca 
(1.) An awful warning ef the 


that will abide the trial. 


and mite, we have, 
future judgement, from the lips of the Judge: Behold, 


J come quickly. (2.) A ſolemn charge to take beed 
to ourſelves in the view of our certain and ſudden 


appearance before God, the Judge of all: Hold that 
faſt which thou haſt, that no man take thy crown. 


In eſſaying to explain this ſolemn charge of God 
to us, I ſhall, (1 
Jeſus? coming to call us to account. (2.) Shew what 


Offer a few thoughts concerning 


is to be held faſt in the view of his coming. (3.) In- 


quire What is implied in holding faſt theſe things till 


he come. (4.) Exllübit the advantage of holding faſt 
what good things we have attained. 


I. On the Firsr, we ſhall only ſay, 1. Jeſus will 


certainly come. He bath already come in the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh, and bearing our iniquities ; he has 
come in the power of the Holy Ghoſt, to gather the 


nations to himſelf; he has come in vengeance to 
ruin the chureh and flate of Judah: and“ he will ap- 


pear the ſecond time without ſin unto ſalvation: he ſhall 
come in W is glory, and ſit on the throne of his glory. 
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"6 appearingof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his times, he 
{hall ſhew*. Let us pauſe and think, Is Jeſus? laſt co. 
ming as certain now as ever it will be, though not ſo 
pereeptible? Why then have I ſo little faith of, and ſo 
unfrequent, ſo ſmall impreſſions of it? Why is not 
my great care to be found in him, and to approre 
myſelf in his fight? Why am I not careful to have 
my heart in ſuch a ftate and frame, and my life in 
ſuch a form, as if I already heard the awful blaſt of 
the laſt trumpet? © Ariſe. ye dead, and come to judge. 
ment.” —* Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye 

forth to meet him] Why am I conſumed with cart 
ta. provide ten thouſand trifles for moments, for 
events I will never ſee; and not concerned to be 
found of him © in peace, without ſpot and blame. 
- leſs: * Ah! my folly makes it fo! 

2. He will come quickly. Pebld, I come 3 
he will come ſuddenly and unexpettedly, : as a-“ thief 
in the night.“ In © ſuch an hour as we think not, 
the Son of man cometh + ;” when men are eating, 
drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage ; nay, 
whoring, ſtealing, blaſpheming, belching forth idle ot 

reproachful language, ſhall the coming of the Son cf 
 3nan be. Let us think, Is Jeſus? coming fo near and 
| ſadden; and am l walting ſo much of my days of 
grace, to fo little purpole ? Have ] waſted the three 
or four days of this ſolemnity, to little, to, ah! next 
to no purpoſe, when perhaps | ouſt, with the pa- 
triarch, go down and die? ls eternity ſo near; and 
_— eternal things, even now, fo little the object of 
my inmoſt care? Is eternity ſo near; and have! 
done nothing, or next to it, but what, when I ſee the 
Judge, I would with, would give ten thouſand worlds 
had never been done. 
3. He will. come in a tremendous and awful mau- 
| . ner; 


* Heb. ix. 28. Math. xxv. 31. 2 Tin. vi. 14. 15. 
1. * xxii. 20. and XV, 14. Math. xxiv. 44. 
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ner: he has been coming and ſpeaking here theſe 


days paſt; but how many of us have ſat like ſtones 


before him! we cannot tell from experience, whe. 


ther there be a Chriſt ; but it ſhall be otherwiſe at 


that day : the moſt deaf ſhall hear; the moſt blind 
ſhall ſee ; the moſt careleſs ſhall, with deep concern, 


behold his glory, and liſten to bis words. Behold, 


he cometh with elouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him; 

they alſo which pierced him, and all kindreds of the 
earth ſhall wail becauſe of him. Our God ſhall come, 
and ſhall not keep ſilence: a fire ſhall devour before 


him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about 
him. The dead, ſmell and great, a ſtand before 
God“. In the view hereof, why do we not think, 
O my ſou}, why art thou now amuſed with trifles * ? 
why do- any things, . below- the better part, ingroſs 
thy care? Will theſe idle thoughts, theſe fooliſh di- 
verſions, this worldly honour or_wealth, encourage 
thee before thine appearing God? Alas ! why do 


not I now. hear? why. not communicate, pray, and 
practiſe, as if I ſaw the earth all on flames, Jeſus on 


his great-white throne, and I and all nations at his 
bar Why do not I now give him my heart, as I 
would then wiſh-I had dene? Why receive I not him 


as my friend? O what if I, who refuſe him now in ER 
the day of his mercy, then ſtand crying. to hills and 
mountains, to fall on me, and hide me from the face 


of him that ſitteth upon the throne, becauſe the great 


day of his wrath is come; and who ſhall be able to 
\Witand ?: = . 
4. He will come to judge „ We wot all ap- 


pear: before the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt, that every 


one may receive the things done in his body, accord- 
good or bad. 
God will bring ey" work. into judgement via Ah! 


my 


ing to that he hath. done, whether it be 


* FEY ES Pal, l. 3. Rev. XX. 14. 
8 2 Ver. v. 10. Eccl, xil, te, 
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my brethren, is every thing to be accounted for? BW v. 
every mercy, every affliction, every . deliverance, A 
every moment, every talent, every ſeaſon of grace, Nat 
every ſermon, and every ſentence of truth in it) wi 
Who then can be ſaved ? ah! where ſhall we flee for MW joi 
help? or where ſhall we leave our glory? If thov, kn 
Lord, ſhalt mark iniquities, who can ſtand ?. who WW W 
can anſwer. for one of a. thouſand ?*? I: tremble to di; 
think, what danger we are in of being called to ac. wc 
count for what has happened here; our carelc's MW na! 
preaching, praying communicating,. or converſe, MW ye 
whereby we have transformed the feaſt, into three Ml he: 
or four day's uproar againſt Jeſus, who gave his life WW {bc 
for ns. Ah! how can I anſwer for having a heart Ch 
| ſo long, and Chriſt ſo little room in it, and ſo few : 
thoughts about him! or for having a tongue ſo long, ¶ anc 
and Chriſt ſo little honoured, and my neighbours ſo Ch 
little profited by it! Ah! let us even now flee under ſtec 
the covert of his blood, that then we may give ai hez 
right anſwer, It, was exacted, and he anſwered WM © 11 
6&7 ü | : 


II. Let us now conſider, What is to be. held faſt in I ing 
- the view of Chriſt's coming to call us to an ace iſ kee 
„  COWREs © * e 
1. Let us hold faſt Jeſus! perſon as our eſpouſed i of 
Huſband, our choſen Saviour, portion, and Maſter; ſtal 
let us hold him by faith in his promiſe, as made of the 
Gad to us, wiſdom, righteęuſneſs, ſanctification, and gro 
redemption. So Barnabas exhorted the Greeks, that Il Jef! 
with“ purpoſe. of heart they would cleave to the fait 
Lord.” We muſt abide. in him, and- he in us: for knc 
we can bear no fruit, except we abide in him: ſe-iMſ and 
parate from him, we can. do nothing: but he that ly! 
abideth jn Chriſt, and Chriſt in him, the ſame bring: the: 
eth forth much fruit of good works, to the praiſe of bar 

the glory of God. Having received the Lord Jeſus, 

| 3 . VV #45 w: © =$ 5008 
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All, pretences to religious ſtedfaſtneſs is but a farce, 


a ſtiffneſs of humour, if “ we hold not the Head, from 
which all the body of true church- members, by 
joints and bands, having nouriſhment miniſtered, and: 
knit together, increaſeth with the increaſe of God!.“ 
We are to hold him faſt, that we may be fitted for, 
directed in, excited and ſtrengthened to every good 
word and work. O the horrid deceit, to have Jeſus? 


name called on us, and his truth in our mouth; and 
yet refuſe to retain him in the higheſt room of our 


heart: and negle& to uſe him as our all in all! Ah! 
ſhocking. character! a. Chriſtian in name, without 


Chriſt in his heart! 85 3 
2. Wbat grace we have received, let us hold it faſt, 


and increaſe. therein. We are made partakers of 


Chriſt, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
ſtedfaſt unto. the end;“ and take heed of an evil 


heart of unbelief departing from the living God. 


„That good thing which was committed unto us, we 
muſt keep by the Holy Ghoſt that dwelleth in us. 
We muſt keep ourſelves in the love of God, build - 


ing up ourſelves in our moſt holy faith, We muſt 
keep our heart with all diligence, leſt we loſe any de- 


grees of what grace God has there wrought : for out 
of it are the iſſues of life. We muſt continue 


ſtabliſhed and grounded in the faith, and abounding 


therein; and-let brotherlyglove continue: nay, muſt 


grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt 3 muſt give all diligence, to add to our 


faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to 


knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, patience z 
and to patience, godlineſs ; and to godlineſs, brother 


ly kindneſs ; and to brotherly kindneſs, charity: for if 


theſe things be in us, and abound, we ſhall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 


Ad Xi. 23. John xv. 4. 5. Col. ii. 6. 7. 19. 


1 bu 


1 


we muſt walk in him, rooted and built up in him. 
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Jeſus Chriſt *, I beſeech-you, Sirs, let all your re. 
Ügious iedfaftneſs be as it were rooted in theſe 
hinge, in holding Jeſus and his grace : without this, 
een but build upon the ſand: and after all your 
high pretenees to witnefling, this ſhall ye have cf 
| God's lrand, ye ſhall lie down in everlaſting ſorrow ; 
ö ſhall be eut aſunder, and have your portion with 
iy pocrites. And indeed, let us think ſeriouſſy, Can 
there be greater deceivers, more villainous: perſons 
on earth, than pretended witneſſes for Chriſt, and his 
truths, indulging themſelves in a. Chriſtleſs and 
graceleſs ſtate, and unholy temper and: life? But! 
hope better things of you, and chings that accom- 
pany ſalvation. . 
3. . Whereunto we have attained; let us hold faſt 
the truths of God, in our profeffing and practiſing 
« Seeing we have a great High Prieſt paſſed 
into the heavens, let us hold faſt our profeſſion : let 
us hold faſt the form of. ſound words, in faith and 
love which is in Chriſt: Jeſus. Whereunto we have 
attained,” in reſpect of knowledge, in reſpect of open 
and avowed: profeſſion, in reſpect of ſolemn covenant, 
„let us hold faſt; let us walk by the ſame rule; Jet 
us mind the ſame thing. Let us contend earneſtly 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints,” and 


maintained by our holy anceſtors, at the expence off 


every thing dear on earth, life not excepted; Let 
us buy the truth at any rate, and fell it at none. It 
e js the truth that makes us free * and therefore 

what liberty we have obtained by it,“ let us ſtand 
faſt in it, and not be entangled in any yoke of 
” by letting flip our hold of it. Let us 
ftand © Walt in one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving 


' together for the faith of the goſpel.“ Particularly a 


| we muft hold faft, and 60 "keep the. word of Chriſt's 
_ Patience, 


e Heb, iii: 10. 14. 2 Tim. i, 14. Jude 20. Prov. iv. 23 


Col. . 7. 2 Bets ii. 18. and i. gets 


and ſole rule for directing us to true holineſs or 
rupt, and incapable to do any thing ſpiritually good i; 


nature is effected only by the Spirit's uniting us to 
Chrift, and creating us in him unto good works || ; 


| ing, fulfilled in our ſtead, and imputed to us |||] ; that 
n- Wit we are once united to Chriſt, we ſhall be kept in 
him by the mighty power of God, through faith, unto 


aſl YR, and none ſhall be able to pluck us out of 


0g his hand, or ſeparate us from his love ; that Jeſus, 


led Mand his full ſalvation, are freely offered in the go- 
let ſpel to men, as ſinners, even the chief ?“; that Jeſus 


and Eis the ſole King and Head of his church, and none 
ave put he has any power to make any law, any term of 
pen fellowſhip, therein 4; that his kingdom! 18 fpiritual, 
ant, not of this world ;” not to be regulated according 
let Ito civil laws, or carnal inclinations of men, but en- 


ſly Wirely according to the ſcriptures of truth tt ; that 
and he Preſbyterian government of her, by miniſters. 


ting with equal authority, and by ruling elders and 
eacons, and in ſeſſions, preſby teries, and ſynods, is 


he only form our ſolemn covenants will admit us, 
ithout perjury, to countenance g); that Chriſt's 
people 


viii. 23. John viii. 32. Gal. v. 1. Phil. i. 27. Rev, iii. 10. 

2 Tim. 111. 15. 17. { Rom. iii. 10.—20. Eph. ii. 1.—3. 
Eph. ji. 4. —9. Rom. v. 20. 21. Rom. viii. 2. Eph, iii. 
latth. ix. 13. 11 Pſal. ii. 7. Matth. xxin. 8. i John xvi. 


dd 111, and 1 iv. 14. Acts xv. 
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patience *, truths that are oppoſed in our times; 
ſuch! as, that the ſcriptures are the word of God, 
bappineſs t; that by nature we are altogethericor- 
that God's ſovereign grace, not our free will, is the 


ſource of our ſalvation 5 ; that the change of our 


that no works of -ours can juſtify us before God, in bs 
whole or in part ; ; but Jeſus' obedience and ſuffer- 5 


he only form preſcribed in God's word, as well as 


* Heb, iv. 14. 2 Tim. „ 13. Phil. ii. x6. Tales, Prov. 


0. Il Rom. iii. 20,—26, J 1 Pet. i. 5. II. Iv. 1—4. 


5. Matth. xxviii. 20. Luke xxii. . I Tim. v. 4 | 


ſole power, to chooſe their own ordinary officers, 


_ . a right to impoſe a paſtor on them; that no perſoi 


laws of God are our obligatory tule of univerſi 
conduct; the ordinances of the goſpel are the chan: 


E- from being ſpoiled, and for preferving the ſaints fron 
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people are free indeed, and have a power, and thi 


who take the charge and overſight of their ſouls, 
and that no earthly title nor property can give an) 


can, without treachery againſt Chriſt, pretend to 
preach or adminiſter ſacraments, without a regulat 
call, or be owned as a preacher or miniſter *, &c. 
Chrift's truths, when oppreſfed and in prifon, mul 
be owned, even amidſt an adulterous and finful ge. 

neration, under pain of our being diſowned by Chriſt 
in the future judgement. All traths muſt be hell 

Faft, and confelled The doctrines of the goſpel are 
- the foundation of ont hopes of eternal life ; the 


nels of God's grace to men in this imperfe& ſtate; 
and the diſcipline and government of the church art 
the meatis of eee thefe channels entire and 
clean, that the grace of God may, without hindrance 
be conveyed to us therein? Can any of thefe be te- 

jected or wanted, without unſpeakable prejudice to 
our ſouls? Or ſhall I ſay, the doctrines of the goſpel, 
and ordinances of divine wot{hip, are the fat pour 
wherein men's fouls are fed and nouriſhed up ti 
eternal life; and diſcipline and government are tht 
Hedges appointed of God for preferving theſe paſture 


ſtraying therefrom? Can any of theſe be wanted, but 
at the hazatd of men's foals? Hath not God chat 
ged us miniſters to ſhew, and you hearers to obſerve 
the form of his houſe, and the faſhion thereof, an 
the goings out thereof, and the cemings im therech 
and all the ordinances thereof, and all the form 
thereof, and all the laws thereof, that we may keel 
Acts i. and vi. and xiv. 23- 1 John iv. r- Jer. xxiii. 3.1 
Heb, v. 4. | ee ORDERS Lat ates 
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OP the whole form thereof, and. all the ordinances 


we then rightly love univerſal holineſs, while 
we contemn or deny the means of it? The truths of 
1z-Mrcvelation are in 5, 

* fully toucheth them, muſt touch the apple of his 


ful eye: he that divides them, holding one part, and in- 


ge. VEN himſelf i in contemning another, muſt indulge 


rin bimſelf in attempting to divide, to crucify Chriſt 


afreſh. Divine truths, even theſe relating to diſci- 
pline and government, are founded in Jeſus? ſuffer. 
ings and death; are a part of “ the New Teftament in 
his blood ;” and are confirmed and conveyed to us, 


heir lives unto the death, but © refiſted unto blood, 


our heads the blood of that Saviour, and of theſe 
men, by neglecting theſe divine truths which the one 
lied to found, and the other died to confirm, and con- 


us further conſider, that divine truth is a body com- 
WaQted together with joints and bands, not a heap of 
tached pareels ; and in its connections with Chriſt, 


onſiſt. It is the truth that muſt be kept; the truth 
hat muſt be bought, and not ſold ; the truth that 
zuſt be received in the love of it; the faith that 


hen one member of this body ſuffer, all the other 
Wnembers ſuffer with it. Some would tell me, HA 
* 4 


Ezek. xliii. 10. 11. 1 Xii. 77. 4 Eph- i iv. 21» 
I. xxvi. 2. Prov. xxili. 26, 2 Tefl. 1 11, 10, 12. Jude 3- 
| Ph. iv. 7 


thereof; and meaſuring the pattern, may be 
aſhamed of all our iniquities .“ It is the truth. 
ny that is the means of our e e +. Can 


ſus t: he therefore that wrong- 


1 means of the blood of martyrs, who loved not 


triving againſt fin.” Let us beware of bringing on a 


ey to us in their purity. Let us tremble to think 
of practically declaring they died as fools did. Let 


and with the other parts of it, doth the glory thereof = 


uſt be contended earneſtly for; there is one faith 5, 
3s well as one God, one Saviour, one baptiſm. If 


* 
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hold faſt fundamental truths, no matter, or certainly 

: ſmrll matter, about theſe whicharecircumſtantial. But, 
friends, has the God of infinite wiſdom declared or ap- 
inted in his word, what is unworthy of our notice} 
Are we higher or wiſer than he? Let us beware of ta. 
king fromhis words, even circumſtantialthings, leſt he 
take away our name out of the book of life“. Put the 
caſe, you had a darling child, and gave it out to a keep. 
er, if the keeper ſhould take it into her head, to cut of 
the arms and legs of your child, and. when return. 
ing it, ſhould tell you, ſhe had but eut off the cir- 
| nt CARE parts, that they might not draw the nou. 
riſhment from the more eſſential ones, which were 
all left entire ; would you think you and your child 
had received no injury, no abuſe? What then mull 
Jeſus think of ſach, to whom he has intruſted the 
keeping of his child, his darling child of revealed 
truth, brought forth by the travail of his ſoul, if 
under pretence of noted improvement of fundamen. 
tal truths, and attention to the practical concerns of 
Chriſtianity, they cut off, by neglect or contempt, 
the truths relative to diſcipline and government, 
which, we ſhall grant, are but the arms and legs of 
the body of truth? What real benefit men's ſouls, or 
the church, oc the eſſential articles of truth, get by 
_ whe negleck of theſe arms and legs, let the preſent 
Nate of things in Britain and Ireland be a mouroful 
witneſs. What do theſe manglers of truth, under 
pretence of attacliment to more ſubſtantial things, 
more than others? What are they better than our 
zealous anceſtors, holy Rutherford, Renwick, &c.? 
Nay, are they ought but pigmi.s in holineſs, or in 
fellowſhip with God, in compariſon of them? Nay, 
vrhat are they better than their withered fellow-pro- 
feſſors of the preſent age, except in diſlike, or re- 
proach, of lauch as profels. more ſtrictneſs; and in 


wonderful 
* Howe &Xi1. 19. 
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wonderful fondneſs of ſuch as are more or 25 looſe 


in their opinions or ways as themſelves. 

4. What we have attained in practical religion, let 
us hold it faſt, in the view of the coming of Chriſt. 
Have we eſeaped the corruption that is in the world 


through laſt ? let us beware of being again entangled 


therein, leſt it become worſe for us, than if we had 


never known the holy commandment, and begun to 
obey it. Let us never build up What evil courſes 


we have deſtroyed, leſt we be found tranſgreſſors“. 
Have we ſet up the worſhip of God in our cloſets 


and families, both morning and evening? let us, no 
not in the greateſt hurry of earthly buſineſs, expoſe 


ourſelves to the divine fury, poured out on ſuch as 
call not on God's name f. Have we got into a reve- 
rential regard for the name of God, abhorring even 


minced oaths, or light mentioning of any thing ſa- 
cred? let us continue to fear this great and glorious 


name, the Lord our God, leſt he make our plagues 
wonderful 1. Have we begun to ſanctify the Sab- 


bath, not ſeeking our carnal eaſe, thinking our ear- 


nal thoughts, or doing our carnal works? let us 
continue remembering to keep it holy, and call it our 


delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable, and ho- 


nour him ||. Have we begun to uſe occaſional 
meetings for prayer, and holy conference? let us 


not forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as 


the manner of ſome is, but ſpeak often one to ano- 


ther, that the Lord may hearken and hear ity. 
Have we begun to be agreeable relatives in the fa- 


mily, the church, or the ſtate? let us abound more 
and more herein, in the Lord. Devotion, without 


natural affection, and performance of relative duties, 
Having taſted that 


ladly mark men hypocrites 8 


G the 
* 2 "ILY 20. 21. Gals ii. FI 
t Deut. xxviii. 58. 59. 
Heb. x. 25. Mal. iii. 16. 
and iy, Rom. xli. and xili. 


n Jer. X. 25. 


1] Exod. xx. 8, If. Iviii. 23. 
* Eph. v. and vi. Coal. iii. 


the Lord is gracious, have we laid aſide ſuperfluity 
of naughtineſs, and all malice, guile, hy pocriſies, and 
evil ſpeakings? let us never return with the dog to 
-ſuch vomit, or with the ſow that was waſhed, to her 
wallowing in the mire; let us love one another, and 
love all: that bear Chriſt's image, however oppoſite 
to us, with a pure heart fervently ; let us eſteem 
others better than ourſelves; provoke one another to 
love, and good works; and ſpeak. the truth every one 
to his neighbour, as we think in our heart. Have 
we begun to mortify our members that are upon the 
earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, inordinate affection, 
and left off drunkenneſs, light companions, vain and 
laſcivious dancings, the gaudy attire of fops or har. 
lots? let us continue to act as theſe, whole bodies 
are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and as believing 
that mad mirth, and laſcivious carriage, ill ſuit the 
character of profeſſed mourners for the abounding 
ins of the land f. Having renounced the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, let us ſteal, let us defraud, let 
us covet no more; but render to every man his due, 
tribute to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour; 
and ſtudy to owe no man any thing, but to love 
one another. Whatever we would that men ſhould 
do to us, let us do 'ie unto them. As we have op- 
portunity, let us do good to all men, eſpecially to 
them that are of the houſehold of faith, whether of 
our party or not 4. Have we, in a conſcientious 
manner, ſeparated, as to church-fellowſhip, from 
-  hrethren who walk diſorderly, and not according to 
the received and ſolemnly eſpouſed doctrines of our 
public ſtandards, and founded on the word of God? 
let us continue in our withdrawment, while the 
„ | grounds 

* Rom, xii; 10. Heb. x. 24. Zech. viii, 16. Pal. xv. 
+ Eph. v. 3.— 12. f Eph, iv. 28. Rom. xiii 7. 8. Matth. 
vii. 12 Gal. vi. 10 2 _ 
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grounds of it are more and more increaſing : let us 


mark them that cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary 
to the doctrine we have learned, and avoid them *. 

Thus having proved all things, let us © bold faſt that 
which is good: let us keep © our garments, leſt we 
be found naked, and men fee our ſhame : let us ob- 
ſerve whatever. God has commanded, neither adding 


to it, nor diminiſhing from it; neither turning to 
Let us not be weary 


the right hand, nor to the left. 
in well-doing ; for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we 
faint not; but men unſtable as water ſhall not pre- 
vail. He that wavereth, is ike a wave of the ſea, 
driven with the wind, and tofled. A double-minded 


man is unſtable in all his ways,—is like a child toſſed 
to and fro with every wind of falſe naming. Fd] or en- 


ſnaring ener r Fe 


III. But let us now conſider, 3 in, 


or eee connected with, our ee faſt what 
we have. 


1. Let us make ſure work of F what is pro- 5 
per to be held; 


that we have Jeſus and his grace in 
us, his truth kiows; believed, and profeſſed by us, 
and a courſe of true holineſs begun by us. Exa- 
mine yourſelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your own ſelves; know ye not your own. ſelves 2! 


Let us ſearch ourſelves, yea, ſearch ourſelves. Let 


us prove all things by the unerring ſtandard, and 
diſcriminating touchſtone of God's word T. My 


dear brethren, ” let us not amuſe ourſelves with 
fancies, while the Judge ſtandeth at the door: while 


the day haſteneth, that ſhall try every man's ſtock, 
temper, and courſe, of what kind it is. Let us not 
decelve ourſelves; - Chriſt is not in us, except he 

| | (> 2 ſanctify 


* 2 Theſl. iii. 6. Row, XVI. 16. 17. 


Deut. x11. 32. Gal. vi. 9. James i. 6. 8, Eph. iv. 14. 


t 2 Cor., Xxiii. 5. Zeph. een eee 
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word of men, parents; miniſters, or others, but as it 
is in truth the word of God, which effeQual! y worketl 
in us that believe. Let us beware of being Papitt 


_ ciples on the teſtimony of parents, paſtors, or out 


the word with-all readineſs of mind, and ſearch the 
ſcriptures daily, whether theſe things be ſo g.“ Let 


ſan&ify us, foul, body, and ſpirit, fave us from out 
ins, and turn away ungodlineſs from us. His grace 
1s not in us, unleſs we can ſhew it by our good works, y 
Faith, or hope, or love, or repentance, without MW 0th 
v orks, i is dead 7. His truth is not in us, except we Sue 
have received it at the mouth of the Lord, _ _ Arts 
work effectually towards our ſanQification'+. IMP 
proper courſe of virtue is not begun by us, Uiilefs i wit] 
flow from union to aud fellowſhip with Chrift, by on 
faith, and imply in it, a © denying ungodlineſs, 'and and 
worldly laſts, and living ſoberly, righteouſly, ande t 


godly, in this preſent evil world, and be fulfilled, be- PTO: 


cauſe this i is the will of God, even our ſanctifica- Her 
tion 4. For the Lord's ſake, and your ſoul's Cake, I han. 
make ſure of receiving Jeſus offered in the goſpel, as cipl 


your righteouſneſs and ſtrength ; “ give all diligence er © 


to make your calling,” the effectual change of yourſÞ** en 
nature, and your election ſure.” Fix on no reli- the 


Sious principle, but in the way of the moſt diligent clin; 
ſearch of God's word, and of the maſt earneſt prayer h 


for his direction. To the law and to the teſtimonyſi n 


of God, if we believe not, if we ſpeak not according to. 
this word. it is becauſe 3 is no light in us.“ Let us 48 
receive the truth inthe love of it, and that not as the adhe 


under a Proteſtant name, taking up religious prin- 


own fancy; but be like the noble Bereans, © receive 


us uſe our excellent public forms of ſound word: 

our Confeſſion of Faith, Larger and Shorter Cate 

chilms, and Form of Preſbyterian Cl iorch- govern 

men! 

* James 11, 18. 20. john SIT. 166 n 1 Theſſ. ii. 13. 
3 THE B. 11, 2. H. Vin. ao; Asen 


n 


e e Semen 


ee but puln up the matter to a Thus ſaith the Lord: 


13 trying whether the ſcriptures. there adduced, Br 


\ut others of like import, eſtabliſn what is aflentod. 


we! Such as lightly take up their religious principles, 
| + are, on the one hand, ready to be extremely fond of 


inpoſing them on others. Tou can ſcarce talk 


z + MW vith them a few moments, but they will drag the 
by converſation upon ſome of their darling noftrums:; - 


and and if people cannot as eafily believe theſe matters 
and they did, they may lay their account to be re- 


be. proached, as Poor, weak. creatures, ignorant bigots, | 
ca. Hor even looſe connivers at ſin. And, on the other 


ke, hand, they are no leſs ready to abandon, their,,prin- 


„ as{ciples, on the ſmalleſt temptation. A little offence, . 
nce{or even the ſhadow of it, from a court, à miniſter, 


out or neighbour, or a marriage, or the hope of one, or 
eli. che proſpect of the ſmalleſt ad vantage, or a little in- 


gent clination to imitate the world in their vain ſports, or 
wer? have a little more freedom to employ their itch- 
1005 ing ears, will make them at once, perhaps contrary 


to the moſt ſolemn vows, abandon their religious 
t usprinciples, and the party they have for many years 


the zdhered to. Let us, like true Proteſtants, ſeriouſly. 
fx our religious principles on a divine bottom, that 
Lett {vill enable us to cleave to them, amid ei, 85 


crofles, reproaches, and even flames of ſire. 
2. Let us commit to a God in Chriſt, the holding 
us faſt, and what good we have. Let us commit 


ruth. Let us, commit our way to him, and © truſt 


© Preſerve me, for I truſt in thee; and the apoſtle, 


ment, as excellent helps; but reſt no faith here, . 


ur ſpirit, our heart, into the hand of a God of 


bat he will bring it to paſs; commit the keeping of 
dur ſouls to him in well-doing, as to a faithful Crea- 
Per; caſting all our care upon him, as one that careth 
Fr us. Let us be ſober and vigilant.” Let us imi- 
ate the man according to God's heart, in crying, 


G3. 3 
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who committed unto God his good things, to“ bes 
for him, againſt that day“. Alas! how many ſelf. con. 
ceited profeſſors, who, in their own eyes, are fully 
capable to keep themſelves, turn out a ſhame and 

; feandal to the cauſe which they profeſſed ! 

Let us, with great earneſtneſs, conſult God 
word, and aſk his direction by prayer, in the parti. 

| cular circumſtances we have to do with. In all 
our ways let us acknowledge him, and he ſhall dired 
our paths, In every thing by prayer and ſupplics. 
tion, let our requeſts be made known unto God f. 
And let us not only ſtudy to confult God, but to 

have his anfwer from his word, ere we proceed in an 

action or courſe. Would we but follow this one 
rule, what fin might be prevented? for, alas! hoy 
many things we do, that we durſt not ſo much # 

conſult God in; and our conſcience would ſtare u. 
in the face, if- we ſhould ſay, we had God's warrant 
for them. Is it, my friends, like Chriſtians, or ever 
ke men that-have rational ſouls, and are to- anſwe 
for their conduct at God's tribunal, to run headlong 
and firſt act, and then think, what could be a prope 
reaſon for fuch actions? yet, alas! how. much of ou 
conduct is of this kind! 

4. Let us avoid every approach towards, 01 
temptation to make ourſelves-or others quit whaiſſ 
we ought to hold faſt. Let us © watch and pray 
that we enter not into temptations” nor- prove 
tempters to others. Let us, © not ignorant of ki 

devices, be ſober, be vigilant, | becauſe our adverſar 
the devil goeth about as a roaring lion ſeeking who 

he may devour.” , Let us beware of looſe comp: 
nions. Forſake oo God) t the fooliſh, and live 


ane 


* Pſal. xxki. 5. and xxxvii. 8. 1 Pet. iv. 19. and v. 7. $ 
Hal. Xvi. 1. 2 Tam. 3 73. Prov. iii. 6. Thil. 1Y. 0 
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and go in the way of underſtanding. He that walk- 


etb with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe; but a companion 
of fools ſhall be deſtroyed *.” If men begin to eat 


and drink with the drunken, accompany with ſcorn- 


ers, profane ſwearers, &c. you need not be ſurpriſed, 
though you ſhould quickly ſee them. drunkards, 
ſcorners, profane ſwearers, or the like, inſtead of 
tender Chriſtians. Alas.! Sirs, how oft it has been 
mournfully manifeſt in our own times, that profeſ- 
ſors, turning intimate companions of graceleſs and 
profane men, have quickly caſt their ſolemn vows, 
their high profeſſion, and their once tender practice, 
all at their heels! Let us therefore be on our guard, 
leſt our entering into the counſel of the ungodly,” 
ifſue in our © ſtanding in the way of fianers,” and at 
laſt deliberate “ſitting in the ſcorner's chair .““ When 
we have no ſoul to be in danger, no God, no con- 
ſcience to commune with, no eternity to think of, 
then, and not till then, let us make openly wicked 8 
men our darling companions, Ab! how few. that 
go in to them, return again, or take hold of the 
paths of life! How truly is their houſe the way to 
hell! how many of the dead are there! how many 
of their gueſts are in the depths of hell! Therefore 
if ſinners entice us to their intimate fellowſhip, let 
us not conſent. Let us alſo beware of a looſe prac- 


tice, which indeed may be called the worſt. of here- 


ſes. © Let him that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from - iniquity. Since the day of judgement 
is at hand, let us caſt off the works of darkneſs, and 


put on the armour of light, that we may do all to : 


and in the evil day, againſt the wiles of the devil. 
Let us walk honeſtly. as in the day, not in rioting 
and drunkenneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, 
not in ſtrife and envy 3 but put on the Lord Jeſus, 
and ms © not en for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 

7 thereof. | 


0 Mark xiii, 3, I Pet, viii. 5, Proy, ix. Lo and X11, 20+ 
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thereof *.” If once our life become untender and un 
holy, none can ſay. what good we may not quit hold 
of, to cover or defend our wickedneſs, ſcreen our. 
ſelves from cenſure, or procurs indulgence in. fin, 
The looſe practice of profeſſed Chriſtians, or wit. 
neſſes too, has a mighty influence in making others 
diſceliſh the good way of the Lord, and abſtain from 
it, as if all were but a. farce of diſſimulation. One 
looſe profeſſor may do more hurt to religion, than 
an hundred profane perſons. What, Sirs, can we 
think of theſe of you, that are profeſſed witneſſes 
againſt the evils of ethers, and yet indulge your. 
ſelves in looſeneſs of practice, againſt any command- 
ment, but that you are Satan's agents, inſtigated by 
him to join a good cauſe, to be a noted diſgrace to it, 
and to God by means of it? Let each of us, with a 
_ trembling heart, think, Lord, is it I?” F inally, let 
us beware of looſe hearing of preachers, whoſe miſ. 
fion to us, and perhaps his proper practice and prin- 
ciples, we know next to nothing about. Ceaſe, my 
ſon, to hear the inſt truction that cauſeth to err from 
the words of knowledge,” by craftily inſtilling er- 
ror, or preparing us for it, or decoying us to own, 
as Chriſt's ambaſſador to us, one to whom he never 
gave a commiſſion, or at leaſt none to preach in the 
circumſtances in which we heard him, or gives us 


no call to hear him therein +. We are. charged to 
mark ſuch as cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary 


to the doctrine we have received, and avoid them f. 


Satan, and his agents, like the Jeſuits oft, by good words, 


and fair ſpeeches, exert themſelves, firſt to unſettle 
people, as to almoſt every principle, or body of profel- 
ſors, as if it were a ſmall matter, what principles they 
held, whom they heardor joined with; and having done 
ſo, theycan cally fix them in almoſt anythin g they pleaſe, 
Who ſees not, that the hearing of a few Engliſh 
es, r their mechanic trades, or deſert- 

5 ee iT 
Rom. xiii. 11,14. Eph. vi. 10.— 200 
} Rom. x. vi. 17. 18. 


4 2 Tim. ii. 1 9. 
T Pro, xix. 27. 
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ing wholly, or in part, the charges they had under- 


taken the curacy of, has made multitudes in our na- 


lion quite indifferent as to all form of church diſei- 
phne or government; and has better prepared us for 


the reception of abjured Prelacy, that mother and 
daughter of Popery, than twenty-eight years of 


bloody perſecution did? Shall I aſk, Is the notion of 
hearing what preachers come in our way, and of the 
cozleſcence of all ſuppoſed to be good men, be of 
what principle they will, of God, or of men ? Not 
of God, who hath charged us, as above, to“ with- 
draw from every brother that walketh diſorderly, and 
to come out of Babylon,” or the Antichriſtian ſtate, 
where yet there may be excellent ſermons, and even 
ſome ſaints *, Before God, the communion of {ſaints 
chiefly lies in their centering their love on Jeſus the 
Head of the church, and its thence reflecting on the 
laints, as bearing his image. Wherever this is, 
there 1s the grand. efſence of the communion of 
ſaints ; and where this is awanting, there is none: 
real heathens often attend with ſaints at ſermons, 
and fit with them at the Lord's table; yet it is im- 


poſſible they can ſhare of the communion of ſaints, 
properly ſo called. This notion muſt therefore be of 


men; yes, and of the very worſt of men. For 


ought I find in the hiſtory of the church, the So- 


cinians, the moſt noted heretics and blaſphemers that 
ever breath, ed, were the parents thereof. To decoy 
people to their party, they inſiſted, that the whole 
lubltance of real religion, conſiſted in men's embra- 
cing the promiſes, and obeying the commands of 


God; and that there was little matter what prin- 


eiple men were of in other things; that as no man 
will ever be called to account at the laſt judge ment 
for his particular ſentiments, there ought to be no 
difference in church-fellowſhip on account of them. 


® 2 Theſſ. iii, 6. Rev. xviii. 3. 
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Meanwhile, theſe gentlemen, and their diſciples, the 
Remonſtrants, heartily hated the Calviniſts, an 
others, who were not ſo complaiſant as to embrac 
their new-trimmed” blaſphemies, or join with their 
ſynagogues of Satan, Is it honourable to copy af. 
ter ſuch? As roving about, even where one woull 
think there was leaſt need, and, like a wandering. 
ſtar, ſhooting from place to place, with a blazing 
glaze, may ſuit the inclination of an oſtentatiou 
preacher, who conceits himſelf an almoſt apoſtle, far? 
ſuperior to others, and is fond of wide-ſptead admi. 
ration; but cannot confiſt with the character of an 
odfinary miniſter of Chriſt, whoſe work is to © feel 
the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made him 
an overſeer, and to rule over and labour among them 
in the Lord*. So the giddy rolling of people from 
one party to another, without ſo much as thinking 
on the grounds of their conduct; or giddy wander. 
ing in reſpect of hearing, at the expence of their pa. 
ftor's comfort, the pence! of. che ccagregatten, in 
grieving of tender Chriſtians, and the ſtumbling « 
the weak; and eſpecially, when they have acceſs to 
_ all the ordinary means of grace, in a regular man- 
ner, may ſuit the inclination of thefe who, having 


| itching ears, are deſirous to heap up teachers; and 111 
being heady and bigh. minded, have fo much ſelf. con- . 


oeit, as to imagine themſelves valuable enough, t 
be a ſufficient rule to themſelves, regardleſs of a 
others; and muſt have their 2z*cþ gratified, or their 
mind a little delighted, at the expence of marrin 
the peace of the congregation, and hindering the | 
ſucceſs of the goſpel in the body wherewith they 
are connected; but how it can eonſiſt with the cha. 


racer of not being as children, toſſed to and fro witi * 

| vary wind of doctrine, or of a humble Chriſtian, d 
| who 

arr 


a 1 1 Theft v. 12. 
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ho reckons himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, 
d ſtudies. to pleaſe his neighbour: to his edification, 
nd to know ſnch a paſtor as is over him in the- 
ord; and ſtudies to do all things decently, and in 
der, and to edifying “; or, who makes a fuffioient 
ccount of a miniſterial miſſion, I know not. In 
Imes of diviſion, the utmoſt care ought to be taken, 
) claſs'ourſelves the righteſt way we can; but if af. 
er we have been convinced of ſufficient grounds to 
parate from any body of profeſſed Chriſtians, as 
> the external part of church-communion, with 
hat conſiſtency can we, at every turn, gratify our 
ancy by occaſional returns thereto? Where can you 
nd me the perſon that has, all circumſtances conſi- 
ered, demonſtrably gained by ſuch a courſe? On 
he other hand, in our neighbouring nation of Eng- 
ad, I can ſee, even Independents and Epiſcopalians, 
ho have acted ſingly and conſiſtently with them - 
lves, that have been highly honoured of God, to 
pear in the defence of the leading truths of the 
oſpel; while the Preſbyterian party, whoſe profeſ- 
on 1 45 better, and whoſe keenneſs for occaſional 
onformity to the Engliſh church was long ago ma- 
ifeſt, have been mournfully left to looſenefs enough. 
ow many of them Arians, or thorough-paced Ar- 
inians? Nay, how mournful co find their moſt! 
oted, and, I cannot but believe, pious writers, ſo 


ving 
and 
con. 
1, t0 
F a 
their 
rring 
z the 
they 
cha- 
with 
{{1an, 
who 


Imoſt. the half of many divine truths, in order to 
ratify Arians and Arminians; and as their friend 
ks one of them, what did he gain hereby, but 
arden the adverſaries, and make them triumph 
ver him, as a proſelyte to their cauſe ?—Let us, 
irs, take heed, leſt: we fall, after che ſame example 
f looſeneſs. Theſe things I have hinted, not to 
hame you, but that, as my beloved children, I might 
arn- you. As I am fully apprehenſive of the re- 
urn of Antichriſt | to this and other Proteſtant 


| churches 
Ebb. iv. 1 and til, 8. 1 Fheſ v. 12. 1 580 Xxlv. 16. 40. 


trongly diſpoſed to part with, not only a hoof, but 


viſhing their fellowſhip with God-! The Holy Ghoſt 
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churches, I would have myfelf, and all my friends evt 
on their guard, againſt the ſmalleſt approaches to- as 
We him, or the leaſt going forth to meet him. the 
IV. Let us therefore, in the fourth place, aſſign ſomeMW <6 
reaſons, why we ſhould hold faſt what good we have an 
attained. We are to do fo, that no man take our 
crown. 
I. Great is 15 pleaſure which God takes i in them 
who hold faſt what good they have attained, . When 
he ſaith, 5 If any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have 
no pleaſure in him,” it is plainiy hinted, that his 
ſoul hath great pleaſure in ſuch as do not draw back, 
With a pleaſant countenance, he beholdeth the up. 
right *. Is it not far better to pleaſe our God with 
our conſtancy and uprightneſs, than to pleaſg Satan, 
and a carnal world, with our apoſtacy, and unſtedfat 
e in religion. you! 

2. Great is the happineſs abich God beſtows upon 
them here. The righteous nation that keepeth the 
truth enter into the city whoſe walls and bulwarks art 
ſalvation.“ Such as « keep the word of” Chriſt's pa. 
tience, he „ keeps in the hour of temptation,” that 
comes on all them that dwell on the earth. What 
large meaſure of holineſs he gives them] The “ righ- 
teous holds on his way; and he tbat hath clean 
hands, ſhall wax ſtronger and fronger,” W hat in- 
ward peace they enjoy ! © Their rejoicing is this 
the teſtimony of their conſcience, that in ſimplicity, 
and godly. ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, they 
have had their converſation in this world +.” Hoy 
plainly verified were theſe things, in the caſe of ou 
dun zealous fathers and . martyrs.! How marvellous 
was God's kindneſs to them, both about 1638, and 
during their double perſecution! How noted theit 
holineſs ! how abundant their inward joy ! how ra- 


was not pen 5 , Acended to his royal throne; * Je 
_ eveniſl FP. 


a 20 Heb. x. 38. Plal. 1 4 IC xxvi. 2. Rev. 111. 10. 
| Job vii. 9. 2 Cor. 1. K.. | | | 


OO — NY neſs R. Weste. N 

s ew 05 now the Spirit is not with us, becauſe Jeſus, 
as a King, is not gloriſied amongſt us. 

3 Great is the honour which God puts upon them. | 
% Phem that honour me,” ſaith he, “I will honour; 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 
If any man faithfully cleave to, and ſerve Chriſt, him 
will his Father honour +. How plainly has this been 
verified in Scotland! The very haters of our zealous 
anceſtors could not forbear honouring them. Was 
ever a man a more faithful reprover than Knox? and 
yet the wicked Mary avowed, ſhe was more afraid of 
bis prayers than of ten thouſand armed men. Was any 
of our martyrs more faithful than Renwick ? and we 
may obſerve, that even his murderous perſecutors 
could not but regard him. But now, when a num- 
ber of us called miniſters are become ſo complaiſant 
cringers to the great; do they eſteem us? or regard 
pon our prayers ? no, but the very reverſe. Nay, I cannot 
the remember to have ever obſerved a man, that did not 
e ſtudy to act up to his profeſſion, but made himſelf in 
ps. lo far the object of contempt. 

that 4. Such as faithfully hold faſt 1 they have At. 
\ batYtained; are a bleſſing to their nation, and their po- 
igh-MWftcrity after them #. Twice Prelacy, with its perpe- 
tual attendants in Scotland, perjury, profaneneſs, per- 
ſecution, and murder, had brought our Coreg to the 
brink of ruin: Did our fathers eringe? No, they 
choſe ſtrangling and death, rather than ſo much as 
ubmit to the miniſtry of curates. And to this faith 
fulneſs Britiſn liberty, under God, is owing. Had 
they, in our manner, tamely, nay voluntarily; heard 
ach preachers, the nation had been ſleepened; Scot- 
and had been in the religious circumſtances of Eng- 
theirſand ; or rather both had been in the condition of 


W ra 1 88 But their faithful 9 kept the na- 
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even Fial. xi. 2 uh vi. 13. 2nd 1vii, 2. and Ix v. 8. 


as are aſhamed of, and deny Chriſt and his truths, 


5 Abe ; Sls . 


tion awake. The blood they cheerfully loſt in the en 
\ cauſe, drew vengeance on the Stuartine race; and 9 8 
twice, in anſwer to their cries, God wrought for them Ml __ 


a marvellous deliverance. By means ot theſe. righ- 3 
teous perſons, was our Britiſh Sodom preſerved, and wit 
partly purged. Let not us baſely requite them, by fro 


courting back that apoſtacy that Hereaved' them of 
their precious lives. If we do, let us think what ve to 
ſhall entail on our country, and how we ſhall leave our N of 
name for a curſe unto God's choſen, while he ſhall call * 
his ſervants by another name Te 1 

. Great is the future rewind of theſe KY Rs faith. n 
fully hold faſt what good they have attained. Such 


before an adulterous and ſinful generation, him vil Ne, 
Chriſt deny, and be aſhamed of, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father, with the holy angels; but I et 
ſuch as faithfully confeſs him, will he confeſs before but 
his Father, and his holy angels: ſuch as follow hin 
in the regeneration, ſhall fit on thrones judging the 
tribes of mankind. * Such as forſake houſes, or bre- 
thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or children, or 
lands, for Je name's ſake, ſhall receive an hundred 
fold, and thall inherit everlaſting life. Whoſoever 
will ſave his life at the expence of denying Chriſt, 
ſhall lofe it; and whoſoever will Joſe his life for the l 
Chriſt's ſake, ſhall find it.” Be thou faithful unto by h 
death,” faith Jeſus to us, © and I will give thee f. 
crownof life.” Letusthen faithfully fightthe good fight 
and finiſn our courſe; andthe Lord, therighteous Judge 
will give us a crown of righteouſneſs at that day“. 
Let us now ſhut up the diſcourſe with a double ad 
dreſs. That to you, redeemed of the Lord, ſhall be ver 
ſhort, as what I have hitherto: ſaid, has been little ell 
than an addreſs to you. 0 ſtudy to have your he 
filled 


* 11 Ixv. 15. Mark viii. 38. Luke xii. 8. Matti 
Rix, 8 29. Rev. 1 ls 10. 2 Tim, 1 IV, 7. „ ; 


that out of a heart abundantly inflamed with his love 
your zeal may proceed. Zeal ſpringing from any 
other ſource, is but a ſpark of our own kindling. No 
witneffing will be accepted of God, but what proceeds 
from Jeſus, and his Spirit, dwelling 3 in and actuating 


to have our tongue, and outward profeſſion, more full 
of Jeſus than our heart! Let your mouth be “ filled 


evil of our neighbour, or to boaſt of ourſelves, and 
yet aſhamed to ſpeak to the commendation of Jeſus? 


Too oft tonguey profeſſors are but wretched workers. 
but what we think of+Chriſt ? does not aſk, what we 


ſay, but what we do more than others? «© Whatſo- 
ever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 


whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be any 


And „ whatſoever we do, let us do all in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God, even the Father, 
by him .“ Let us feriouily ponder, as in the fight 


more like Chriſtians than ever. 


* Eph. lt. 17. 18. 19. 


| + Pſal. 3 8. 
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filled with Chriſt, and the fulneſs of God in him“; 


our heart. Ah how hypocritical, how baſe for us, 


with his honour all the day .“ Woes me, Sirs, are 
we not aſhamed to talk triſles, unworthy of one who 
has an immortal foul ? Are we not aſhamed to ſpeak. 


Nevertheleſs, let not our tongue outrun our deeds.— 
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Let us remember, Jeſus doth not aſk us, what we ay, 


1 
* 2 þ "7 - he 2 — 
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"whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 


praiſe, let us think on” and practiſe „ theſe things. 


5 ab nt ITS 
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Ir our future Judge, that we go hence more deeply 
indebted to the grace of God than before ; more fre- 
quently confecrated to the ſervice of God than ever; 
and nearer eternity than ever. O! then, let us live 


Lo you, Chriſtleſs ſinners, my addreſs 3 is, ad may 
eſus open your heart and ear to receive it, 1. O! 
think ſeriouſiy, what you have, and hold faſt. You 

H have 


n 


r on 
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have Satan as. your maſter and inward lodger; you 
Have fin as your all-comprehenſive quality; you have 
a wicked. life, and multitudes of vain hopes; you 
have the world, the ſum of which is the luſt of the 


eye, the luſt of the fleſh, and the pride of life, for 


your portion. Thrice dreadful ſtock !—Dare you 
meet Jeſus on his great white throne, with theſe in 
Four faſt embrace ! No, no. Oh! quit them, and re- 
Feive, in the goſpel-promiſe, Jeſus, and his grace and 
truth, in their ſtead. In a little, Sirs, we muſt go 
home from this ſolemnity; and what know we, but 
God has determined, that we ſhall 80 from the judge- 
ment-ſeat to our eternal home, in the very ſtate in 
Which we go from this 1850 to- night; and ſhalt we 
then dare to go Chriſtleſs?— After theſe four days 
ſtriving of Jeſus for your heart, to fill it with himſelf 
and his grace, muſt his laſt word be, „They would 
Have none of me; they were called to the Moſt High, 
but none at all would exalt him *2 Juſt this mo- 
ment, Jeſus and Satan are, as it were, at ſtrife, who 
ſhall go home in your heart. Now the great God 
Four Saviour addreſſes you, Men and brethren of the 
ſtock of Adam, give audience, „ To you is the word 
of this falvation ſent. God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever be. 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. I came not to call the righteous, but ſinners to 
repentance, - The Son of man is come to ſeek and 
Fave that which is Joſt. Behold I ſtand at the door 
and knock : if any man will open unto me, I wil 
come in and ſup with him, and he with me. Come 


with me, from Lebanon, my ſpouſe ; with me from 
Lebanon. Open to me, my ſiſter, my love, my unde- 
filed; for my head is filled with dew, and my locks 
with the drops of the night.” And now Satan whil- 
Pers into Lins 5 YA. retain me, and I will promote 


you 


* Pſal: IxxXi- 47 Hol. xi. 7: 


1 dreſſes you: 


As — ese. 1 


you to honour ; give you the pleaſures of ſin; give 
you all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
tbem.— Ab, dreadful thought ! methinks your heart, 


man, and yours, is juſt now replying, E 
vil, pleaſant luſts, and precious world, 


_ valued de- 


grant you 


my whole heart and ſoul, from henceforth and for 
ever. - And thou Jeſus, depart from me, for I defire 


not the knowledge of thy ways. 


What have II to do 


with thee, thou Son of God? Art thou come to tor- 
ment me before the time? Not thee, but Barabbas. 
Does not thy conſcience echo back, Oh! Sir, that is 


true of me. 


Ah! then, muſt we miniſters leave Jou 


eontradicting and blaſpheming! Oh! could we be- 
wail your madneſs with tears of blood! Are you in- 
deed content to be for ever ſhut out from God, the 


fountain of life? content to be the endleſs 


prey of 


filthy and vexatious luſts? content to be the everlaſt- 
ing deriſion of deyils? content to lie for ever in the 
arms of the almighty vengeance of God as a conſu- 
ming fire? content to be for ever without the bleſſed 


jeſus, the wonder of angels, the raviſhment of ſaints, 


and delight of IE HOVAH? Do ye well to hate him? 
why, what evil hath he done? Has he not made you? 
has he not preſerved you? has he not loved our tribe, 
and ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
Ah! what hell- hardened ſteel. 
muſt thy heart be, that can fay him, Nay. And, Oh! 
how will you hold up your face to him, at the tribu- : 
nal ?—Liſten—a voice from the excellent glory ad- 


bring us unto God? 


_ 5© This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleaſed : hear ye him,” 


Let him ſpeak for 


himſelf: To you, O men, I call and my voice is to 


the ſons of men. 


Whoſo is ſimple, let him turn in 


hither; and as for him that wanteth underſtanding, 

let him eat of my bread, and drink of the wine that I 

have mingled. Whofoever will, let him come unto - 

me, and drink. Let 15 that is athirſt come: and 
| 3 
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whoſoever will, let him come and. take of the water 
of life freely. O that you were wiſe! that you un- 
derſtood this F that you would conſider. your latter 
end! Oh!] that, you would know, in this Aay, the 
things that belong to thy peace! As I live, I have no 
pleaſure in the death of you wicked; but rather that 
you ſhould return, and live. Turn you, turn you, why 
vill you die? Come, let us reaſon together; though 
Four ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow, 
Hearken unto me, ye ſtout-hearted, and far from righ- 
teouſneſs ; behold 1 bring near my righteouſneſs, and 
my ſalvation ſhall not tarry. The hour cometh, and 
now Js, Whep the dead in treſpaſſes and fins ſhall hear 
his voice, and ſhall live. I 201¼/ ſprinkle clean water 
en you, and from all your filthineſs will I cleanſe you, 


A new heart alſq will I give you, and a new ſpirit 


will J put within you, and I will take away the heart 
af ſtone out of your fleſh, and give you an heart of 
 Aeſh. And I will. put my Spirit within you, and 


cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep 


my judgements, and do them. Iwill betrothetheeunto 

me for ever; yea, I will betrathe thee unto me in 
righteouſneſs, and in judgement, and in e e 
neſs, and in mercies. My fon, give me thy heart.“ 


Are you, man, ſaying, Bleſſed Jeſus, apprehend ee | 


and you, Lord Jeſus, take mine, by. thy ſtrong 


Hand and ſtretched-out arm? Are you, man, ſaying, 


Content, Iam the Lord's? andare you ſubſcribing with 
 yourheart tothe Lord? Ofaithful ſaying, andworthy, 
of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt is come into the 
world to ſave ſinners; of whom 1 am the chief. 1 
Now, as in the preſence of God, I take you wimeſſe 
__ againſt, yourſelves, and let liteving angels, and every 
thing around us, bear witneſs againſt the day of Jeſus 
coming, that your blood is on your own heads, if you 
go hence refuſers of him. Methinks ſome perſon's 
conſcience is replying, Yes, Sir, I am witneſs, and 
1 now, 


— 
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ter N dow, while: you. utter your laſt ſentence, I call, God 
in- ¶ for a record on my ſoul, that I am content that Jeſus 
ter N take my heart as it is; take my brutiſh heart, and 
the I inſtruct it in the knowledge of himſelf; take my 
no naked heart, and cover it with his robe of righteouſ⸗ 
hat I neſs; take my polluted heart, and waſh it in his. blood; 
by take my beart full of enmity, and conquer it with. 
gh che power of his love; take my graceleſs, godleſs 
W. heart, and fill it with all the fulneſs of God; take 
gh- my carnal heart, and put his Spirit within me, and 
nd cauſe me to walk in his ſtatutes, and keep his judge» 
nd ments, and do them. — Thus, thus, bleſſed Jeſus, Po 
ear Jreveng. our hearts... ee 


iter a — 3 ; 
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art So exceeding abundant is the love of God towards 
- his people, that it never ceaſes, never changes; no, 
AN 


not ſin itſelf can interrupt his love, nor change their 
ep happy ſtate of fellowſhip with him, or hinder the 
communication of ſuch influences from him as are alto- 
gether neceſſary for the preſervation of their new na- 
nd- ture. He indeed hates their ſin; but he loves their 
perſon as well as ever, and in love to it corrects them 
ne! for their ſin. When they outrageouſly ſin, he with= 
draws from them his comfortable intimacy, and di- 
ing, J miniſhes his gracious influence ; but their fellowſhip 
vitk of intereſt in him is ill the fame; 3 God is {till their 
thy God and guide even unto death; Jeſus ſtill their Huſ- 
the band and Saviour ; the Holy Ghoſt ſtill their inhabi- 
ant; and they are ſtill juſtified, « heirs of God, and 
ſles joint heirs with Chriſt “.“ Such meaſures of gra- 
ver) cious influence as are neceſſary to the exiſtence ot 
ſus' I their ſpiritual life, are ſtill communicated from Cbrift 
vou io their ſoul ; for the ſaints acts of fin cannot render 
ons their new nature an independent deity that can ſup- 


port 
on, fal i. * Rom. viii. 17. 
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itfelf; nay, if fin could break the bond'of union 
between Chriſt and his people, or totally ftop their 
fellowſhip with him in his love, how could he have 
any fellowſhip of intereſt, or communion of influence 
with them here, while fa dwelleth in them? Indeed, 
were an Arminian preſent, he would cry out, What 
abominable doctrine! what damnable hereſy is this! 
But let us hear what J=sus, what Jenovan faith, — 
„Having loved his own, he loved them unto the end: 
—vwith everlaſting kindneſs, will I gather them, 1 
have ſworn, that T would not be wroth with thee— 


Shs my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, nor the co- 


venant of my peace be removed. —T will betrothe thee 
unto me for ever. I will make an everlaſting cove. 
nant with them, that I will not depart from them to 
do them good, and I will put my fear in their heart, 
that they (hall not depart from me. I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee z they are kept by the 


power of God through faith unto falvation. I give 
to them eternal life, and none ſhall pluck them out of 


my hand, none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand, 1 the Lord do keep it; I will water it every 


moment; leſt any hurt it, I will keep it night and 
day. The water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in 


him a well of water ſpringing up to everlaſting life. 
'The Comforter abides with the ſaints for ever, and 
thall-be in them. The good part ſhall not be taken 
away: the gifts and calling of God are without re- 


5 pentance. Neither death nor life, nor any other 


Creature, is able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 
Ty, which i is. in Chriſt Jeſus: -our Lord * 
5 Fort 
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. Habpmerox, June 23. 1784. 


0 K D, I am now entering upon the 34th year 
of my winiſtry : An amazing inſtance of ſove- 
reign mercy and patience to a cumberer of the ground! 
How ftrange, that thou ſhouldeſt have, for more than 
fixty years, continued ſtriving to exerciſe mercy and 
loving · kindneſs upon a wretch that hath all along ſpo- 
ken and done all the evil that I could; nor ever 
would-yield, but when almighty influence of free grace 
put it out of my power to oppoſe it. Lord, how often 
have IJ vowed, but never grown better; confeſled, 
but never amended. Often thou haſt challenged and 
corrected me, and yet I have gone on frowardly in the 
way of my heart. As an evil man, and ſeducer, I 
have grown worſe and worſe.—But where ſhould a 
ſinner fly but to the Saviour! Lord, all reiuge faileth ' 
me; no man can help my ſoul. —Nothing will do for 
me, but an uncommon ſtretch of thy almighty grace. 
—To thee, O Jesvus, I give up myſelf, as a fooliſh, 
guilty, polluted, and enſlaved ſinner ;—and I hereby 
ſolemnly take thee as mine, as made of God to me 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption! 
—] give up myſelf, as a poor, ignorant, careleſs, and 
wicked creature, who hath been ever learning, and 
yet never able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
to thee, O Lord, that thou mayeſt beſtow gifts on the 
rebellious, and exalt thy grace, in ſhewing kindneſs | 
to 


F 
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to the unwortty.—O! Saviour, come down, and do 
ſomething for me before I die ! I give up myſelf and 
family, wife, children, and ſervant, to thee, encoura- 
ged by thy promiſes, Gen, xvii. J. Jer. xxxi. 1. Iſa, 
xliv. 3. lix. 21.—I commit my poor, weak, withered 
congregation, deprived by death of its pillars, that 
thou mayeſt ſtrengthen, refreſh, and govern i.,—l 
commit all my ſtudents unto thee, that thou, O Lord, 
mayeſt train them up for the miniſtry.—May never 
ons of them be ſo unfit as I have been Lord, | 
deſire to take hold of thy new covenant, well ordered 
in all things, and ſure. 2 is = my pence and 
| Lp n . 


bene e 
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P pray, and think them over before God, you will find 
[them the more powerful and pleaſant. My ſoul bath 
bound inexpreſſibly more ſweetneſs and ſatis faction in 
a ſingle line of the Bible, nay, in two ſuch words as 
Icheſe, Tax Gop, and Mx Gop, than all the plea- 
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My Dear Childeen, F.! 2 [ox | 
r that Gor bath ke 1 8 * and 


with my ſeed after me, his everlaſting covenant, 
to be a God to me, and my feed, I did, in your bap- 


tiſm, and often ſince, and now 7 re God and 
his angels, make a ſolemn ſurrender of you all into 
the hands of my God, and my father's God, and of 


the God of your mother, an her father's God; in 


the preſence of that God, and as ye ſhall anſwer at 


his ſecond coming, I charge you— 


1. To learn diligently the principles 45 our Chri- 4 


ſtian and Proteſtant religion, from your Catechiſms 


and Confeſſion of Faith, but eſpecially from your 
BinLE: God's word hach a light and life, a power 
and ſweetneſs in it, which no other book hath; and 
by it your ſouls muſt be quickened and live, or you 
muſt be damned for ever; and the more cloſely you 


preſs the words of the Bible to your own hearts, and 


A ſures found in the things 8 the world, ſince the crea- 


tion, could equal. 


2. Give yourſelves: ta prayer: Jeſus bath * 
4 "Re: little children, and red then not, to come 


"oe unto | 
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46 unto me; for of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
4c love 55 that love ne : and thoſe that ſeek me 


| . 40 early ſhall find me: Remember now thy Creator 


* in; the days of thy vouth. The Lord is good to 
« that ſeek him. He is the hearer of prayer; and 
C therefore to him ſhould” all fleſh come.” The 
Lord, the Father of the fatherleſs, takes an eſpecial 
pleaſpre in hearing the Prayers of the fatherleſs young 
. 
When 1 was left deſtitute of a Willies and "Ref af. 
ter of a mother, the Lord dealt ſo with me; and 


ERS though I was too bent on childiſh diverſions, yet the 


Lord, on ſome: occaſions, made prayer more pleaſant 
to me than any of them. By prayer improve the 
Lord as your father, conſulting him, and aſking, his 


direction in all your ways; and ſeeking! his bleſſing 


on your learning, aud on ene * do, ys 
| to his will. 
3. Study rü to to; Honour,” nad obey: your 


9 9 ter. and to be a comfort to her. Much trouble 
- hath ſhe had in bringing you ſo far in the world, 


and much affection hath ſhe ſhewed you. She hath 


nom a double charge and authority over you. The 


Lord now obſer ves particularly what is done to her. 

Oh! for the Lord's ſake, do not diſhonour'her, nor 

break her heart, by your diſobedience: and gracelecſsi 

- walk; otherwiſe the Lord's dreadfulcurſewilllight upon 

you, and ye will readily ſoon periſh; for think what 
Bod hath faid, Prov. xvii. 25. % A-fooliſh fon is a 


4 grief to his father, and bitterneſs to her that bare 
c him,” Chap. xx. 20. „ Wholo curſeth his father 


C or his mother, his lamp ſnall be put out in obſcure 

_ « darkneſs,” See alſo Lev. xx. 3. 4. Deut. xxi, 16. 
19. Prov. x. 1. xiii. 1. Xv. 5. 20. 75 0 26. xxviii. 

7 24. XXX. 17. 

014. Avoid, as plagues, every light, frothy; AP wic · 

ked companion, Be not a WEED to, e; and = 

12 #2 : 0 
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of 1 to yourſelves, by keeping company with 
idle talkers, ſwearers, drunkards, tiplers, frothy or 
lewd perſons. Scarce any thing more infallibly 8 ö 
perſons to miſery in this world, or to hell in the next, 
and than looſe and trifling companions, Prov. xiti. 20 
be « He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe; but 
cia « a companion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” - Chap. 
ung xxviii. 7. © Whoſo keepeth the law is a wiſe ſon; 
; « but he that is a companion of riotous men-ſhameth 

at. N « his father. See alſo Prov. i. ii. v. vi. vii. and ix. 

and and x Cor. v. 9. it. Never make any your compa- 


lant judgement-ſeat of Chriſt, and with whom oy would 5 
the not wiſh to live for ever. F 


nions with whom you would not with to appear at the 


bis. - 5, Mind earneſtly the infinitely important. concerns He 
ling Wof your eternal ſalvation, ' I hereby conſtitute! theſe 


able Addreſſes, annexed to my Shorter and Larger Cate- 
chiſms, a part of my dying directions to you. Oh, 
ponder and practiſe them! Wo to you, if, by your care- 
leſſneſs and wickedneſs, you thruſt the grace of God 
out from among my poſterity ! Ah! my dear young 
(children, ſhall I at the laſt ' day have to echo my 
AMEN to Chriſt's ſentence of your eternal damna- 
tion An order to ſtir up your concern about eter. 


fold State, Pierce's Beſt Match, Rutherford's Letters, 


and Baxter's Call; but beware of ſome legal directions 
n the laſt two. Read alfo the Lives of Elizabeth 
airns, of Alexander Archibald, and eſpecially the 


ind James Hog. Perhaps alſo my Journal may be 

ſeful to you; but, above en the ant OF In. 

WP? RATION. 5 

6. Never affect conformity to the. vain . Aale pe 

iſhions'of this world: if you do, you diſobey God, 

Jud! e the ruin of rey own fouls, Rom. Xii. * | 
N 66 e 


nal things, let me beſeech you to read Boſton's Four- 


uyſe's Sermons to Loung People, Allien's Alarm, 0 


ives of Meſſ. Thomas Halyburton, James Frazer, 


* 


| 1 : | bd Did hit | 


— 


n Be not conformed to this world, but be ye trau. 
xc formed by the renewing of your mind.“ Jam. iv. 4; 
«* Know ye not that the friendſhip of this world is 
« enmity with God ? whoſoever, therefore, will be x 
1 friend of the world, is the enemy of God.” Zee 


| alſo x Cor. vii. 31. 1 John z. 18. 1. iv. 5. 6. v. 4. 19 


1 vil. 7. xv. 18. 19. Pfal. av. 4: nin. All 
©£XiX. 53. 116. 136. 15858. 

7. Never marry, nor take one 5150 | toward mat. 
re, without much ſerious and denn conſultation 
of God, and patient waiting for his direction. By 


nmieans of raſh marriages was the old world defiled; 


-and It was partly on this account that it was drowned, 
Gen, vi, In conſequence of following theſc examples 
Efau's "poſterity were caſt out from the church 0 
' God to all generations, Gen. xxvi. 34. 35. Judah: 
family was diſgraced and killed; and it is to he feared 
that his two ſons periſhed, Gen.-xxxviii, Not on 
_ Jehofhaphat's family, but even the kingdom of Ju 
- dah, was almoſt ruined, 2 Chron. xxi. xxii. Ho 
dreadful for your own Fouls, and for thoſe of -you 
children, if you take into your boſom an unconverte 
"lump of wrath! For the Lord's ſake, let no beauty 
no affability, no wealth, decoy any of you. into thi 
dangerous fnare, which may exclude the grace of G 
from your family till the end of time. 1 Cor. vii. 3 
Deut. vii. 3. 4+ Exra ix. 2. 3. 12.14. 
8. If the Lord give you families and chidees, brin 
"hem up for God. I have eflayed to point out you 
duty, in this reſpect, in my two ſermons at Whitbur 


and Inverkeithing, which were printed: 1 pray yo 
ſeriouſty to peruſe theſe, and to wage en the 


- wices given in the lame. 
9. Set the Lord always before you as your 


witneſs, maſter, pattern, and future Judge. Dau 
Huaith, Pfal. xvi. 8. „1 have ſet the Lord always bY 
* fore me: becauſe he i is at = hand, — 1 


182 8 


't his younger cp, 13 
10 be moved.” It is the command of God, 1 Cor. x. 


31. © Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or what - 
« ſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.“ 


10. Adhere conſtantly, cordially, and honeſtly, Fu : 


the covenanted principles of the church of Scotland, 


and to that teſtimony which hath been lifted , vp for - 
them, I fear a generation is riſing up which will en- 
deavour filently to let lip theſe matters, as if they 
were aſhamed to hold them faſt, or even to ſpeak of 


them. May the Lord forbid that any of you ſhould. 


n 0 N for 1 riſt. 


Jou BRO WH 


99. 


ever enter into this confederacy againſt Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
and his cauſe This from a . father and mi- 
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TEE My Brown' s Doe Rupien to is Con: 


' GREGATION, and other Hxanzns. 


n Dear Hearers, 


AVING, through the patience wal mercy of 

God, long laboured among you, not as 
oughr,—far, very far from it, but as I could, I muſt 
now leave you, to appear before the judgement-ſeat of 
CHaRrsT, to give an account of my ſtewardſhip, You 
cannot ſay that Fever appeared to covet any man's fil. 
ver, or gold, or apparel, or ever uttered one murmur 
about what you gave me ; or that I ſought yours, not 
you. You cannot charge me with idling away my 
devoted time in vain chat, either with you or others, 
or with ſpending it in worldly buſineſs, reading of 
plays, romances, or the like. If I had, what an aw- 
ful appearance ſhould I ſoon have before my all-ſeeing 
Judge. You cannot pretend that I ſpared either body 


By or mind in the ſervice of your fouls; or that I put 


you off with airy conceits of man's wiſdom, or any 
thing elſe than the truths of God. Though I was 
not aſhamed, as I thought Providence called me, to 


give you hints of the truths preſently injured, and the 


fupport of which is the declared end of the Seceſſion; 
yet I laboured chiefly to ſhow, and inculcate upon 
Your conſciences, the moſt important truths concern- 
ing your ſinfulneſs and miſery, and the way of falva- 
tion from both, through Chriſt; and laboured to hunt 
you out of ail 2 lying refuges and give your con- 
ſciences 


N- 
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Giengen no reſt, but in Chriſt, and him crucified. The 
delight of my ſoul was to commend him, and his free 
and great ſalvation to your ſouls, and to direct ng ens 
courage you to receive and walk in him. g 
1 call heaven and earth to record againſt you this 
day, that I laboured to ſet death and life, bleſfing an 
curſing, before you, and to perſuade you to chuſe life, 
that ye might live. By the grace of God, I have en- 
deavoured (however: poorly) to live holily, juſtly, and 
unblameably among you.—And now I leave all theſe 
diſcourſes, exhortations, inſtructions, and example, 
as a teſtimony for the LoxD againſt you, if you lay 
not your eternal ſalvation to heart, as the one thing 
needful, .the Setter: n that al not be taken from 


"But 1 have no confidence in any of theſe. things 
before Gop as my Judge. I ſee ſuch weakneſs, ſuch 


deficiency, ſuch unfaithlulngels, ſuch imprudence, A. 
unfervency, and unconcern, ſuch ſelfiſhneſs in all that 


I: have done, as a miniſter: or a Chriſtian, as richly 
deſerves- the deepeſt damnation of hell.—1 have no 
hope of eternal happineſs, but in Ixsus's blood, which 
cleanſeth from all fin; in redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveneſs of my fins, according to 
the riches of his grace. It is the everlaſting covenant 
of Gop's free grace, well ordered in all things and 
ſure, that is all my falvation, and all my deſire, - 
Now, I die firmly perſuaded of the truth of theſe - 
things which I preached unto you. I never preached. 
unto you any other way of ſalvation than I eſſayed to 
uſe for myſelf. I now, when dying, ſet to my ſeal 
that Gos is true. After all that I have ſaid of the ſin- 
fulneſs of your hearts, I have not repreſented to you, 
the ten thouſandth part of their vileneſs and guilt, —. 
Knowing, in ſome meaſure, the terrors of the Lon p, 
I endeavoured to perſuade you, that it was a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of his wrath ; but who - 
. ä | 1 knows 


8 | 
| knows the power of his: wrath ? Knowing, in ſome 
meaſure, the deceitfulneſs of fin, and devices of Satan; 
F laboured to warn you of them. But what eſpecially 
delighted my heart, was to ſet before you; the excel- 
DN lencies, the love, the labours of our Redeemer, and 
_ Godin him, giving himfelf, and applying himſelf, to 
— finful men; and to repreſent to you the work ef God 
on the heart f in the day of his power, and the exerciſe 
of the heart in its diverſified frames. What I faw, 
and taſted, and handled, both of the bitter and the 
ſweet in religion, delivered I unto you. Eittle as 1 
am acquainted with the Eord, 1 will leave it as my dy- 
ing teſtimony, that there is none like Chriſt; there is 
nothing like fellowſhip with Chriſt. 
fore God, angels, and men, that I would not exchange 
_ the pleaſures of religion which I have enjoyed, eſpe- 
eially in the days of my youth, for all-the pleaſores 
| Profits, and honours of this world, fince the creation 
ill this preſent moment; ten thouſand times told, — 
Por what then would I exchange my entrance into the 
| my Lord, and being for ever with him ? Truly 
to a ſoul that but poorly ſought 
bim. O! what would he be to yours, if you would 
earneſtly ſeek him? With what heart-raviſhing power 
and grace he hath teſtified, againſt my wicked and un- 
believing heart, that he is God, even my God |. And 
now, whom have I in heaven but him? nor is there 
any on earth whom. I defire beſides him. 
i and my fleſh fail, but God is the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever.-—Lef early by both father 
and mother, the Lonp hath taken me up, and been 
the orphan's ſtay. He hath given me:the heritage of 
_ thoſe that fear him.-—The lines have fallen to me in 
I have a goodly heritage. | 
the portion of mine inheritance, and of my eup; be 
_ maintaineth my lot: yea, mine own God 1 is he; my 


God hath been good 


pleaſant places. 
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: God that doth me ſave. 


"9.1 I ten | thouſand worlds in my offer, ad theſe 


J. dare aver, be- 


My heart 
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ſecured to me for ever, 


and to be found in him, not having mine own righ« 


teouſneſs, which is of the law 3 but the eee 


of: God, which is through faith, 


Now, when I go to give my dbb to God, think 4 


what it muſt be. Alas | muſt it be, that in too great 


conformity: to your careleſs neighbours, ſome did not 
attend: the means of grace at examinations, meetings 


ſor prayer, and ſpiritual conference as ye ought Muſt 
it be, that after labouring ſo many years among you, 


left: leſs. lively religion in the congregation. than 1 
found in it at firſt? Muſt it be, that ye were called, 
but ye made light of the marriage with Chriſt, and on 
his great ſalvation? Muſt it be, that ye contented 
yourſelves: with a form of godlineſs, without knowing 


the power of it ? Muſt it be, that ſome few trampling 
on their moſt ſolemn engagements, forſook me, ha- 
ving loved this preſent world ? Muſt it be, that others 
were not careful to train 
Muſt it be, that 


anaffeQed ? Or, muſt ĩt be, that yau were awakened z 
that your ſouls looked to Jeſus, and were enlightened; 


that ye believed with your heart unto ſalvation ; that 
ye barrowed in the ſeed. of the truth, which I lowed: ; 


upon you, by ſerious meditation and fervent yeayers: 8 

that ye laboured to win ſouls to Chriſt? 
Alas | I fear many of you will go down to hell with 

a lie in your right- hand; go down to hell with all the 


goſpel fermons and exhortations you have ever heard, 
in your conſcience,, to wit: it to eee ow: and 


torment you |: 


My dearly beloved: 3 dall ſee hs next in 8 


1 res prepared for is * and his angels? 
hall 


— and Hearts = - 10 
they ſhould be utterly con- 
temned. Doubtleſs, I count all things but loſs,” for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, m 
Lord; and I do count them but dung, to win him, 


up their ſeed for the Lord ? 1 
ye often heard the moſt ſearching | 
ſermons, or the moſt delightful, and went away quite 


\ 
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Wr Mr Brown's Dying Advice 


| —Shall-bſee'theſe faces all in flames at the laſt day 


and theſe eyes, which often looked at me, looking bel 
with bright horror at the judgement · ſeat of: Chriſt? 
— Muſt I hear that Redeemer bid you depart from 


him as curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 


devil and his angels ?—And muſt I, who have ſo often 
prayed for our ſalvation, and preached for your ſal- 


vation, add my hearty Amen to the ſentence of your: 


eternal damnation? God forbid:!* 


Let me then beſeech you now, ables dents | 


delay, toiconſider your ways. Oh ] liſten to the Lord's 


| Invitations, believe his ſelf. giving declarations and pro- 
miſes, which, times without number, have with ſome 
| meaſure of earneſtneſs been ſounded in your ears! 
For the Lord's ſake, dare not, at your infinite peril, 


0 ſee me again in your ſins, and refuſers of my glo- 
rious Redeemer and Maſter. —Oh ! give him your 
bearts! give him your hearts! I never complained 


of your giving me too little. Nay, I thought myſelf 
happier than moſt of my brethren, as to all outward 


matters. But I always thought and complained, that 
vou did not uſe my Maſter, CuRISs r, as I wiſhed, in 
your hearts, lives, and houſes. And now, I aſk no- 


_ thing for myſelf, or any of my family; but make this 
my dying requeſt, that you would now receive my 


| Maſter, CHRIST, into your hearts and houſes. 


Could my ſoul ſpeak back to you from the eternal 
Kate; could all my rotting bones and ſinews, and 


Srery-bit of my body ſpeak back to you from the 
grave, they ſhould all cry, Oh that you were wiſe, 
α that you underſtood this, that you would conſider 


. your latter end Oh that yon would give my Ma- 
ſter, CunsT, theſe ignorant, guilty, polluted, and 


enſlaved hearts of yours, that he, as made of God to 
you wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctificat ion, and 
redemption, might enter in and fill them for ever 
4357 his res 1 truth |—Ob ! | fay not a aiot, a 


* 


eb n . 
dead miniſter, yea, rather, —Oh ! ſay not a living Re- 
deemer, and his Father, and bleſſed Spirit. Nay, 

Dearly beloved, whom I wiſh to bemy joy andcrown 
in the day of the Lord, ſuffer me to Teak from the 
dead to you. Let me obteſt you, by all your inex- 
preſſible ſinfulneſs and miſery; by all the perfections, 
words, and works of God; by all the excellencies, 
offices, relations, labours, ſuferings, glory, and full- 
neſs of Chriſt; by all the joys of heaven, and hor- 
tors of hell, now to make ſerious work of the eternal 


ſalvation of your ſouls. Try what improvement you | 


have made of all my miniſtrations. Call to mind 
what of my texts, ſermons, or other inſtructions, you 
can; and pray them over before the Lord, applying 
them. cloſely to your own conſcience and heart. Waſn 
yourſelves thoroughly, in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
from all the fins of oy type,” fince ſor tc 1 met 
ee. 2 4 

I recommend to you, young 9 WON my two Ade 
dreſſes, annexed to my Catechiſms: and to you, pa- 
rents and maſters,” my Addreſs in the Awakening 
Call, and my Sermons on the raiſing up Children to 
Chriſt, as a part of my dying words to you. They 
will rile up in Judgement againſt you, if you contemn 
them. 

With reſpelt to your obtaining another miniſter, 
let me beſeech you, by much fervent prayer, to get 
him firſt from the Lord. And let it be your care to 
call one whoſe fermons you find to touch your con- 
ſciences. May the Lord preſerve you from ſuch as 
aim chiefly to tickle your. fancy, and ſeek themſelves 
rather than Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. Let there be no 
ſtrife among you in calling him. 


him, labour, at his entrance, to receive his meſſage 
from Chriſt with greedineſs. Let your vacancy'make 
And let all 
hands 


you. hungry and thirſty for the goſpel. 


And when you get 
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hands and all hearts be intent on raiſing up-a-feed 
for Chriſt in poor withered and wicked Eaſt — 
O Q how it would delight my ſoul to be informed, in 
the manner of the eternal ſtate, that Chriſt had come 
along with my ſucceſſor, conquering and to conquer, 
Ho gladly ſhould I ſee: you and him by hundreds, 
at the right-hand of Chriſt, at the great day, though 

I ſhould: ſcarcely have my ten l O if Chritt were ſo 
exalted, ſo remembered among you, as to make me 


ſcarcely thought of! 1 deſire to decreaſe, that he 


may increaſe. 
Now, unto him that loved us, and waſhed. us from 
our ſins in his blood, and hath given us everlaſting 
conſolation, and good hope through Chriſt, be ho- 
nour, and glory, and dominion, and blefling for ever 
and ever. This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 


all aceeptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world 


5 to lave e ** * 4 am the chief. 
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Tour once affectionate Paſtor, 


Jou Brown. 


7 Ne 


V 
MATTHEW, 


char. xv. VER. 2138. 


Win quilt torments, and fears oppreſs, 


The {ſoul to Jeſus cries; 
He ſees and pities the diſtreſs'd, 
And yet his help denies. 


But, finner, whither canſt thou fly ? 
Thy help is only there; 

Wit not thy hope,—repeat thy cry,— 
Aﬀſured thy God will hear. 


60 How eanſt thou aſk the children $ bread, 
« Unworthy as thou art?“ 

When thus he ſpeaks, what wilt thou plead 5 
What anſwer | in thine heart ? 


Plead this: : thy miſery confeſs ; 
Juſt as thou art draw near, 

Plead nothing but fin's wretchedneſs: 
"Tis all he wants to hear, 


So wilt thou all his power engage, | 
For he is ſtill the s AME; 

To ev'ry ſoul, —in ev'ry age, 
The SAVIOUR is his name, 


* 
5 
- 
1 
? 
+ 
: 


- 


— — — — 


! 


22 8 3 
N 6: S $1 uE eve ed ae - 
r AR MA . 


_ ( 
64 - . 8 - , 


